











AMERICAN 





DRUGGIST 


and ‘PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD 








PHILADELPHIA. 


NEW YORK, JANUARY 25, 1904. CHICAGO 








ISSUED SEMI-MONTHLY BY 
AMERICAN DRUGGIST PUBLISHING CO., 
62-68 WEsT BroaDway, NEw YorK. 
Telephone, 7770 Cortianat. Cable address: ‘‘ Amdruggist, New York,’’ ABC code. 


CHICAGO, 221 Randolph St. PHILADELPHIA, 1716 Chestnut St. 


A. R. ELLIOTT, President. 
CASWELL A. MAYO, PH.G...........0eeeeeeee Editor. 


THOMAS J. KEENAN............... Associate Editor. 


ROMAINE PIERSON........... Manager Chicago Office. 


$1.50 a year. 15 cents a copy. 
ADVERTISING RATES QUCTED ON APPLICATION. 


THE AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD is issued on 
the second and fourth gery of each month. Changes of advertise- 
ments should be received ten days in advance of the date of publication. 

Remittances should be made by New York exchange, post office or 
express money order or registered mail. If checks on local banks are 
used 10 cents should be added to cover cost of collection. The publisb- 
ers are not responsible for money sent by unregistered mail, nor for 
any money paid except to duly authorized agents. All communications 
should be addressed and all remittances made payable to American 
Druggist Publishing Co., 62-68 West Broadway, New York. 








Entered at New York as Second-Class Matter. 








TABLE OF CONTENTS. 


EDITORIALS : 
Comment on Current Events.............ccccceecccecceeee 37 
Department Store Drugs, Antitoxin Prices, Government Inspec- 
ME EE Sree aS Sc iaiyrsnaichs ie Saude 4.5 bees 643 exch ee a we 38 
ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS : 
Tincture of Iodine, by E. H. Gane, Ph.C............ec0ceeee 39 
Reading Prescriptions. by J. T. Pepper..............ceeeeee 40 
The Limitations and Possibilities of the Retail Drug Business, 
OY UMN ta: TIOUB WOOFER: 655 ccc csc ccwccceccieccniveesese 41-43 
Rose — Oil and Its Substitutes, by Lyman F. Kebler, B.Sc., 
MASS Sea ea hala s 3.0.4 4.8 dias pare) dig wie 6 aubiaic Ae Xie awe 43 
Letters from a Retired Druggist to His Nephew.—IIl........ 44 
Camphor from Turpentine..............cc cece ce cececccees 45 


CREAM OF CURRENT LITERATURE : 

Furol, Cholelysin, a New Cholagogue, Apopin Oil, Mixed Acoin 
and Cocaine for Local Anesthesia, A Color Reaction in Mix- 
ing Senega Infusion and Codeine Syrup, Ektogan, Titration 
with Titanium Chloride, Easily Soluble Tablets of Mercurie 
Chloride, Differences Between the Red and the Yellow Mer- 
curic Oxides, Behavior of Iodine and Iodoform with Albu- 
~e Color Reactions for Chloroform, Iodoform and Bromo-: 

MES te this bide s BOCK KE. Sly 6 OS 2-05 GaN ior ae eee ee 6 46 

The Permanency of the Iron Pills of the British Pharmaco- 
peia, Bismon, or Soluble Colloidal Bismuth Oxide, Trichlor- 
pat yp gee ig ‘. ae 5 ag ed Myrrh, The Esti- 

of Van n Vanilla Bean, siological Tests f 
Digitalis, The Purity of Iodoform..... AN =v ” ferns " z n 47 
SELECTIONS AND ABSTRACTS : 2 

Aduilterated Drugs and Chemicals, The Ant in Medicine, West 

DT ota oly Se inch wig bas POG oc ob Seno FU ac ben oeRRS 49 
QUERIES AND ANSWERS: ; 

The Preparation of Radium, To Detannate Tincture of Digi- 
talis, A Test for Uric Acid in Urine, Elixir of Giycoreshee- 
phates, Green reve | for a Liquid Preparation, Artificial 
Coloring of Flowers, Shaving Powder, The Makers of Syn- 


INO 5 55 5. lo. 6:0 cas n bene 9 55 014 i590 010: 4.5' usc baleiclae ouch 50 
CORRESPONDENCE : 
Plato, not Meredith, by Wm. Osler, M.D., Alternative For- 
mulas, by F. M. Goodman, Ph.G.............cccccccccces 51 
DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS BUILDING. .........ccccccccccccces 51, 52 
eNO Ae re SPE WN MORES 6.55 6 a's siaicck cee be odbc eodeees obuuc-e 53-66 


THE DRUG AND CHEMICAL MARKET...........ccccsccecesececs 67, 68 





DITORIAL COMMENT. 
There is an impression among New York pharmacists that 
some one connected with the local branch of the State Board 
of Pharmacy is prosecuting his official duties with more zeal 
than good judgment. 


The Merchants’ Association of New York have had a bill 
introduced in the Legislature which, if passed, will, it is be- 
lieved, virtually put an end to the trading stamp evil, and it is 


to be hoped that this bill will receive the active support of. 


every pharmacist in the State. 


The outlook for the passage of “a prerequisite clause” bill 
at this session of the New York Legislature does not seem to 
be very bright. The rank and file of pharmacists throughout 
the State are betraying a sad indifference in the matter, and 
the college interests are inclined to look askance at that part 
of the bill which will provide for a stiffer entrance examina- 
tion and supérvision by the Regents. 


The Pure Food bill has passed the House of Representatives, 
and will no doubt pass the Senate without material alteration. 
In its main features the bill as adopted by the House is essen- 
tially identical with the Hepburn bill passed last year. 
The authority for the examination of foods and drugs is placed 
in the hands of the Department of Agriculture, the secretary 
being empowered to establish a bureau, in which all the chem- 
ical work of the Government can be carried on. The more im- 
portant features of the measure are given at some length in our 
news columns. 


_ There is much to be said in favor of the suggestion made 
by Professor Goodman in his open letter to the Board of 
Trustees of the United States Pharmacopeial Convention, re- 
garding the advisability of employing alternative weights and 
measures in the Pharmacopeia instead of the metric system 
alone. The convenience of the grain weight as a unit for es- 
timating the weight of many medicines has been well estab- 
lished, and the popularity of the dispensatories and companions 
to the Pharmacopeia and corresponding unpopularity of the 
official guide itself is, as Professor Goodman asserts, traceable 
in considerable measure to the employment of the metric sys- 
tem, to the exclusion of the English system of weights and 
measures. 


The -reputable pharmacists of this city, who stand ever 
ready to uphold the work of theeNew York State Board of 
Pharmacy in prosecuting members of the craft who have been 
detected in the sale of pharmacopeeial preparations below 
strength, or of sophisticated make, are hopeful that the officials 
who are now responsible for the determination of standards of 
strength and purity are exercising every possible care to avoid 
hasty conclusions. In the case of a preparation like tincture of 
iodine, which is notoriously prone to decomposition and loss of 
strength on keeping, considerable latitude as to strength should 
be allowed. The AMERICAN Druaetst does not believe that any 
sane man is going to take the chances of wilfully adulterating 
his goods when the gain is but a fraction of a cent an ounce, 
and the Board of Pharmacy should consequently be slow to 
charge adulteration in cases of this kind, for, by doing so, they 
may place an unwarranted stigma on innocent pharmacists 
and injure irreparably the reputation of pharmacists generally 
throughout the country. The lesson of the past few weeks 
should not be lost on the board; this lesson is that the news- 
paper editors of the country use the results of the board’s ex- 
aminations of pharmacopeial preparations sold in pharmacies 
to prove to the public that the best place for them to buy drugs 
and get their prescriptions put up with safety is the depart- 
ment store. 


When this country declared war against Spain some seven 
years ago Congress passed a revenue law providing for certain 
taxes to meet the expenses. One of them, as every druggist 
knows, was a tax on proprietary medicines. When the war 
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was over and accounts were balanced, the medicine tax was 
wiped out, and there was an end o’t. They do things differ- 
ently in Great Britain. Thus, in 1783, when the old country 
had difficulties with her colonists in North America, besides a 
lot of fighting on the Continent, and His Majesty the King 
sadly wanted money (as the old formula puts it), Lord John 
Cavendish imposed a tax on medicines. He did not get enough 
out of it, and the law was modified in 1785, the tax being reduced 
by one-half. With the conservatism and dislike of change, so 
characteristic of the English Government, the same law ex- 
ists on the statute books to this day, and it yields an annual 
revenue to the Government amounting to nearly $2,000,000. 
English drug journals during the past year have been filled 
with reports of meetings and correspondence bearing on a 
movement to bring about some modification of this old tax, and 
the agitation has resulted in certain distinct advantages to 
pharmacists. The outcome of the year’s agitation is that the 
law has been modified in several important particulars, the 
following being outstanding points: (1) Medicines held out 
in respect to organs or parts of the human body are no longer 
dutiable. (2) Medicines named according to ailments of the 
human body are dutiable, except when sold by qualified chem- 
ists and other qualified persons mentioned in Exemption 3. 
(3) Qualified chemists may recommend and sell, without stamp 
duty, known, admitted, and approved remedies. 


Department Store Drugs. 

The daily newspapers of this city, as well as one pharma- 
ceutical journal, have been laying a great deal of stress on the 
purity of department store drugs as contrasted with those ob- 
tained through the channel of the retail drug stores. Im- 
mediately after the filing of the report of the New 
York State Board of Pharmacy, which was published in full in 
our issue of January 11, the newspapers, devoted considerable 
space to the report, and all agreed in stating that, according 
to the report filed, the drugs sold by the department stores were 
all up to standard without exception. Any one who will take 
the trouble to read the report as printed in the AMERICAN 
Drvuceist will see that no statement of this kind was in- 
cluded in it, nor does any statement appear in the report from 
which such a deduction could be drawn. 

Not content with this assertion, which accords so well with 
the financial interest of the newspapers, the department stores 
being large advertisers and the retail druggists not advertising 
at all, some of the newspapers asserted with great emphasis 
that the department stores maintain large laboratories, and 
employ expert chemists to examine and test their goods, 
etc. A statement which is certainly false as regards some of 
the larger department stores, and probably false as regards all. 

At the time that this report was filed at least one case was 
pending against one of the larger department stores for the 
sale of drugs not up to the standard, and we understand that 
another case has been brought since the report for 1903 was 
closed. That the department stores are not angels of light in 
the matter of purity is also indicated by a statement made by 
Dr. Lederle last fall, at that time Commissioner of Health 
for the City of New York, who cited one instance in which 
about a ton of what purported to be baking powder had been 
seized by him in a large department store, and a special cut 
price sale of the powder stopped, it having been shown by 
analysis that the so-called “baking powder” was in reality 
merely ground rock. Unfortunately the newspaper press do not 
care to spoil a good sensation by being accurate. Moreover, the 
business department is not wholly without influence in these 
matters, and any inaccuracy in statement which redounds to 
the credit of such liberal advertisers as the department stores 
will very likely go uncorrected. 


Antitoxin Prices. 


Sensational articles have appeared in the Chicago news- 
papers and elsewhere, alleging the formation of a trust by the 
manufacturers of diphtheria antitoxin and an advance in the 
price of the product. These statements have no foundation in 
fact, but have their origin, probably, in an occurrence which, to 
those wholly ignorant of the subject, might seem justification 
for the charge. ; 

By common consent a certain basis of strength, known as 
the “unit,” has been accepted by the medical profession and 
adopted by the manufacturers as a basis for determining the 
strength of the various antitoxin preparations. When meas- 
ured by this unit—and the unit is understood to represent the 
therapeutic or the immunizing value—the new schedule of 
prices is lower than that which was formerly maintained. For 
instance, the 1000 unit package now costs $2, as against $2.25, 
and the 2000 unit package now costs $3.50, as against the 
former price of $4, &c. The basis for the outcry is that the 
manufacturers have discontinued altogether the making of a 
weaker antitoxin. which was formerly known as “ Standard,” 
or “X.” Hereafter only one strength, namely, the ‘“ Concen- 
trated,” or “XX,” as it was formerly called, will be made by 
manufacturers. This is to be put up in packages containing 
1000, 2000, 3000 or 4000 units each. The smailer packages, one 
of which contains 500 and the other 1000 units, will no longer 
be marketed. 

The manufacturers explain this change on the ground that 
the tendency is to use larger doses of the remedy, it being 
safe to use large doses, rather than to take the risk of a small 
dose being insufficient to bring about immunity. The new 
method of labeling the packages will make for accuracy and 
prevent confusion, and seems to have much to recommend it 
from the point of view of the patient, the practitioner and of 
the pharmacist alike. 


Governmental Inspection of Drugs. 


The establishment in Mexico of an institute to be known as 
the “ Control Quimico Internacional,” which is recorded in our 
news columns, is an interesting indication of the tendency to- 
ward the establishment of either governmental or independent 
laboratories for the supervision of drugs. In an article pub- 
lished in our export department, an American pharmacist de- 
scribes at some length the Imperial Hygienic Laboratories of 
Japan, through which ail imported drugs and chemicals have to 
pass, and the label of which is practically demanded by the 
trade on al! imported chemicals. Reference is made to this 
question of Governmental supervision in another article in our 
export department describing the regulations governing the 
importation of proprietary preparations into Brazil. In our own 
country this tendency toward the establishment of central bu- 
reaus of control has manifested itself in the establishment of a 
Governmental drug laboratory under the direction of the United 
States Department of Agriculture. While the work of this lab- 
oratory is at present of rather an advisory character, and while 
it has no police control over the standard of drugs, the moral] 
effect of its work will no doubt ultimately become very strong. 
This tendency has further manifested itself in the organization 
of the National Pure Food and Drug Bureau, whose cause was 
so ably if ineffectually championed before the American Pharma- 
ceutical Association by Dr. Rusby last summer. Whatever may 
be said for or against the establishment of such bureaus, there 
seems to be no question but that there is a manifest tendency 
in that direction throughout the world. 





Sie. 








das a 



































AMERICAN - DRUGGIST AND 


[Written for the American Druggist.] 
TINCTURE OF IODINE. 
By E. H. Gane, Pu.C., 
New York. 


The recent activity of the Board of Pharmacy brings once 
more to the front the question of the chemical composition of 
this popular tincture. The U. S. P. tincture is prepared by 
simple solution of iodine in 95 per cent. alcohol, and should 
contain approximately 7 per cent. of iodine. This is the prepa- 
ration which must be supplied on all orders for tincture of 
iodine, and consequently the methyl alcohol tincture can be 
dismissed from consideration. The druggist who supplies such 
a product, no matter if it contain the proper amount of iodine, 
must suffer the penalty for violating the law of the State. 

It must be noted, however, that tincture of iodine is liable 
to change. Apart from molecular changes, attention to which 
was drawn by Maisch many years ago, resulting in increased 
solubility of the tincture in water, there is a decided loss of 
free iodine if the tincture be kept for any length of time. The 
druggist who prepares his own tincture, and who may be 
subsequently fined for selling an article below U. S. P. re 
quirements, is painfully apt to lay the blame to “ evaporation.” 
It is true that tinctures may lose alcohol on keeping, but an 
experience of many cases has shown that under the ordinary 
storage conditions of the shop or factory this loss will not 
amount to 1 per cent. in any case. The “ evaporation” theory, 
as well as the infinitesimal loss caused by the board’s inspector 
taking the sample away in a corked vial, may be disregarded. 
So also may the trifling variation in iodine strength, resulting 
from the use of resublimed iodine not 100 per cent. The 
commercial “ Iodum puriss” is too uniform in composition for 
the blame to be attached to it. These might rather be classed 
as legal quibbles than scientific excuses for selling goods not 
up to standard. It has been shown time and again by pharma- 
ceutical writers that the principal change occurring in the 
U. S. P. tincture of iodine is the transformation of part of the 
iodine into hydriodic acid. This change takes place much more 
rapidly than is generally supposed. Professor A. B. Stevens 
reported, in 1895, on 10 samplés, all of which contained over 
1 per cent. of hydriodic acid, and one sample which ran up to 
1.64 per cent. Other investigators since that time have shown 
that tincture of iodine may contain anywhere from 0.1 to 2 
per cent. of this acid, according to the age of the tincture. It 
is obvious that this change will materially diminish the free 
iodine content, and unless caution is observed in determining 
the total iodine present, both free and combined, the analyst 
is liable to report in such a way as to discredit a sample which 
may have been prepared in strict accord with officjal require- 
ments. The changes occurring in tincture of iodine have not 
been thoroughly studied. It is pretty well established, how- 
ever, that in a tincture kept for some time, hydriodic acid, 
aldehyde, ethyl iodide, and iodoform can be detected. The 
reaction by which these compounds are formed are somewhat 
complex. The aldehyde and hydriodic acid are doubtless due 
to direct interaction in the first place between the alcohol and 
the halogen. Once the formation of hydriodic acid is started 
the decomposition of the tincture proceeds rapidly. Some 
tinctures commence to lose free iodine in a day or so, while in 
others the decomposition will not start for over two weeks, and 
proceeds so slowly that after several months the tincture will 
still contain sufficient free iodine to respond to the Pharma- 
copeia requirements. 

In the author’s experience the rate of decomposition is in 
direct proportion to the purity of the alcohol used to prepare 
the tincture. An impure alcohol, that is, one containing free 
aldehyde or traces of higher homologues, will yield a tincture 
which commences to decompose almost as soon ag made, and 
in three months’ time may lose as high as 1% per cent. of its 
free iodine content. It is of no value to keep such a tincture 
in the dark, as has been suggested by several, for this will only 
serve to accelerate the rate of decomposition. This statement 
may seem paradoxical at first sight, in view of the fact that 
light accelerates the combination of halogens with organic 
bodies. but it must be remembered that the direct combination 
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of iodine with alcohol proceeds with exceeding slowness. It is 
the hydriodic acid that does the damage. This acid interacts 
rapidly with alcohol, forming ethyl iodide, according to the 
equation—C,H,OH + HI=C,H,I+H,O. This interaction will 
go on rapidly in the dark, while in the presence of light the 
ethyl iodide is decomposed with liberation of iodine, thus 
lessening the extent of the decomposition. 

Experiments to determine the rate of decomposition gave 
the following results: The tincture was made from ordinary 
commercial 95 per cent. alcohol and assayed 7.2 per cent. free 
iodine when made. After 12 months the sample kept in the 
dark contained 5.9 free iodine, while another sample exposed 
to ordinary diffused daylight during the year contained 6.1 
per cent. free iodine. The alcohol from which this tincture 
was made was of fair purity, and the loss of about 1 per cent, 
free iodine may be taken as the normal amount lost by keeping 
tincture of iodine one year. Some tinctures will, however, 
lose more than 1 per cent. in three months, and in such cases 
the alcohol used will, in all probability, have contained con- 
siderable traces of aldehyde. Alcohol which contains traces of 
fusel oil yields a tincture which will show a loss of strength 
during the first week, while a pure article should yield a 
tincture which will maintain its strength for a period of three 
months at least. For preparing tincture of iodine druggists 
should use a pure grain alcohol as free from aldehyde as pos- 
sible. Different batches of grain alcohol will be found to vary 
considerably in aldehyde content, while the alcohol prepared 
from molasses, which is very largely used at present, is not 
suitable in many instances for preparing tincture of iodine. 

There is, in addition, the physiological side of the question 
to be taken into consideration. Tincture of iodine, when al- 
lowed to stand for a long period, becomes exceedingly irritat- 
ing and even destructive to the tissues when applied locally. 
The cause of this is at present obscure, and is not to be attrib- 
uted wholly to the free hydriodic acid, which an old tincture 
contains. Except where special care is exercised in preparing 
the tincture it should not be sold after it is six months old. 

To sum up, the druggists are advised to use a high grade 
alcohol in preparing the tincture and to make it as frequently 
as possible, both to ensure its being of full iodine strength and 
to prevent the formation of the compounds which irritate the 
skin when locally applied. Analysts who are called upon to 
mak examinations of tincture of iodine should be careful to 
determine the total iodine content, both free and combined, in 
order to avoid any risk of unjust accusations. 


Ointments with Balsam of Peru.—Bischoff (Apotheker 
Zeitung, October 10, 1903) has confirmed the observation of 
Issleib that balsam of Peru does not give homogeneous ointments 
with boric acid salve. He found, however, that the same was 
true of other ointments with a paraffin or petroleum base. In pre- 
paring a series of ointments with balsam of Peru and white 
precipitate ointment, he found that, so long as the mercurial 
ointment was prepared with lard, the mixtures remained homo- 
geneous. But when petrolatum ointment was added, the bal- 
sam separated again in the form of minute droplets. The same 
was true of mixtures of pure paraffin ointment or of petrolatum 
with balsam of Peru. Bischoff therefore does not agree with 
Issleib that boric acid ointment is at fault in the combination 
first mentioned, and believes that the mineral base causes the 
separation of the balsam. The old Lister’s boric acid ointment 
did combine very well with balsam of Peru, probably on account 
of its richness in oxygen-containing organic matter. This is 
confirmed by the recent observation of Issleib, who found that 
homogeneous ointments could be obtained with an ointment 
prepared from Carnauba wax (cerotin-melissyl ester). 

Balsam of Peru gives resinous deposits, even with other 
ointments, such as petrolatum with iodoform or silver nitrate. 
These may be avoided by rubbing the iodoform or boric acid 
with a little castor oil, mixing with petrolatum and then adding 
the balsam of Peru. In this manner perfectly homogeneous oint- 
ments may be obtained. The addition of castor oil is not ob- 
jectionable, as there are never any unpleasant effects therefrom. 
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(Written for the American Druggist.) 
READING PRESCRIPTIONS. 


By J. T. PEPPER, 
Woodstock, Ont. 


The first letter in the R shown in Fig. 1 is a capital S. It is 
not easy to say what the seond letter resembles. It might be 
the letter u, judging from its appearance, but it is really meant 
to be the first letter of the alphabet. The next letter is n and 
the next is ¢, though it might be taken for a b. The next 
letter is 0, although it is not very plainly written, and the last 
letter is an n, making the whole word Santon, intended for 
Santonin. In the abbreviation for grains the letter r is very 
indistinct, though one can see in the last stroke of the g the 
intention of the physician’s pen to make the letter r. The 
quantity wanted is two grains. 

The first word in the second line is very straggling, but we 
can easily place the letters. The first letter is a capital H, the 
second y, the third d, though it does not resemble one very 
much ; the next letter is r, and the rest of the strokes, although 
incomplete, are intended to be arg, so as to make “ Hydrarg.” 
The next word is nearly all quite plain. The first letter is an s 
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and the letter next to the last is intended for 0, so as to make 
the word “subchlor.” The subchloride of mercury or calomel 
is the ingredient wanted, and the quantity desired is two 
grains. It will be noticed that there is only one dot above the 
cross stroke in the marks for quantity in the first line, though 
there is no doubt but what two grains are wanted, because 
the two lower strokes are so plain and distinct, while in the 
second line there are two dots above the cross stroke in the 
quantity marks, and the two strokes below are equally as 
plain as the first ones. Then again, lower down, where it says to 
send two powders, there is only the one dot, though it looks more 


like a short dash and intended to represent two dots above the 
cross stroke, while the two strokes below are very plainly 
made as well as the others. Two grains of santonin and two 
grains of calomel are to be made into one powder, and the pre- 
scription says to send two powders. All this is put in the pre- 
scription very briefly. The word “send” is somewhat indis- 
tinct, still one can easily tell what is meant. The abbrevia- 
tion, “ Sig.,” would be hard to make out if it were in any other 
position. The directions to the patient are, “One powder at 
bedtime.” 

Everything in the B on Fig. 2 is plainly written, but we 
want to consider this for a short time, so as to show the differ- 
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ence between, this and the one just following it as regards the 
meaning of the abbreviation “44” used with “ ad,” and without 
it. In the third prescription we have “4 4” and “ad,” and in 
this one we have only “a 4.” In the No. 3 the double ex- 
pression means that the dispenser must take equal quantities 
of each ingredient to make the mixture, when completed, 
measure four ounces. In this prescription, where only “44” 
occurs, it means that the dispenser must take four ounces of 
each ingredient and make a mixture, in this instance, of eight 
ounces. The sign “44” means .“of each ingredient,” and 
“ad,” placed before a specified quantity, *means that of the 
ingredient or ingredients ordered in the prescription enough 
must be added to make the mixture up to the quantity so 
specified. In this prescription the physician orders four 
ounces each of two ingredients, which would make the com- 
pleted mixture measure eight ounces. 

The third ingredient is the proprietary preparation called 
Horsford’s acid phosphate. The directions are written in good 
Latin. The amount of the dose is two drachms, or two tea- 
spoonfuls. ‘“*Ex cyatho” means “in a wineglass.” “Aqua 
saccharate” means “of sweetened water.” “Ter in die” 
should be translated “three times a day.” “Post cibum” 
means “ after food,” and is generally translated “ after meals.” 
“ Sumendez ” is the verb “to be taken.” Thus, when the whole 
is translated, we have the directions: “ Two teaspoonfuls to be 


taken in a wineglass of sweetened water three times a day . 
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after meals.” It is not often that we get so plain a prescrip- 
tion as this, written in such correct and faultless Latin, with 
all the endings spelled out correctly. It is always a pleasure 
to dispense such prescriptions as this. 

The next prescription is different from the one just inter- 
preted, and ealls for another rendering. Equal quantities of 
each ingredient must be taken so as to make a mixture of four 
ounces. The directions are: “One teaspoonful every four 
hours.” 

The sign, R, in prescription No. 3 is not very distinct, but the 
stroke across the tail of the “RR” is heavy and plain. First, 
we have “ Ess.” for Essence, and then Calisaya, which is plain 
enough. The dot for-the i in calisaya is not over the i, but is 
placed farther on, and is really over the letter y. This, I sup- 
pose, is done in the physician’s haste. You will notice the same 
thing in the line below, too. “ Vini” is not very distinct. If 
the dots had been placed directly over the two “i’s” it would 
have made it plainer. The next word is “ Quin.,” for Quinine, 





and, with “ Vini,” is for wine of quinine. The third line is 
“ Warburg’s tincture.” The ¢ used in the word Tincture at its 
beginning is not a capital T, and there is not a dot above the i. 
In the next’ line we see c. al., which stands for cum aloes, 
“with aloes,” intimating that “ Warburg’s tincture” is some- 
times prepared without aloes in it. The National Formulary 
contains formulas for both preparations, one without aloes 
and one with aloes. In the above mentioned work, at the 
bottom of the page, beneath the two formulas, a note is added, 
which says, “ When Warburg’s Tincture, without any further 
Specification, is ordered, this preparation (containing aloes) is 
to be dispensed.” But in this prescription the physician has 
Clearly stated which preparation he wants, so that the dis- 
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penser heed not be in any doubt as to which preparation he 
should use. The contracted sign, “44,” is easily made out, 
and so is “ad.” The quantity required is four ounces. Just 
here some might think was a difficulty. Does the physician 
want four ounces of each ingredient, which would make a 12- 
ounce mixture; or does he want a four-ounce mixture made up 
of equal quantities of the three ingredients? The latter is the 
correct interpretation. Here you have the sign, “ad,” before 
the quantity, which means that the mixture must be made up 
to four ounces. If the Latin word “ad” were not there the 
meaning would be entirely different. 


THE LIMITATIONS AND POSSIBILITIES OF THE RETAIL 
DRUG BUSINESS.' 
. By Martin DopsworrH, 
Detroit, Mich. 

Of late years so much has been said about the development 
of the scientific side of the retail drug business that it may 
appear superfluous to say more. It is not the object of this 
paper to criticise those who have endeavored to bring the 
standard of the retail drug business to a higher plane, but 
rather to try and point out the happy medium it is safe for 
the retail pharmacist to adopt. 


THE PHARMACIST AND ANALYTICAL WORK. 


Many writers advocate that the pharmacist who is placed 
in the larger centers of population should undertake chemical 
analyses and make microscopical as well as bacteriological 
examinations. The question naturally arises, Is it expedient 
or profitable for the pharmacist to do so? I am inclined to 
take the negative side of the question, as I fail to see how the 
retail druggist is to be benefited by undertaking work of this 
kind. No matter how well he may be equipped for making 
chemical analyses, etc., he cannot hope to conduct both an 
analytical laboratory and a retail drug store successfully. 
One or the other must be neglected. -It is only the specialist, 
he who makes a business of analytical work and devotes the 
whole of his time to it, who can hope to succeed. Even he 
has often a rough road to traverse before success is assured. 

All manufacturing concerns of any pretentions employ chem- 
ists who are specialists in their particular line to do their 
work, so that the business of the general analyst is quite 
limited and often but poorly paid. For the retail druggist to 
hope to compete with the analyst who makes a regular busi- 
ness of analytical work, etc., is not to be considered. Un- 
doubtedly the pharmacist should be prepared to make chemical 
assays and undertake microscopical examinations if only for 
his own protection, and in,order to assure himself that the 
drugs and chemicals he is purchasing are according to the 
requirements and standards of the pharmacopeia. 

At times, too, the pharmacist is called upon to make urinary 
analyses and miscropical examinations of urinary deposits 
for the physician. Though work of this kind is not very 
profitable, it adds to the prestige of the pharmacist, if he is 
able to do it, and it usually brings increase of business from 
the increased confidence and goodwill of the physician. How- 
ever, unless he can command sufficient analytical work to es- 
tablish a laboratory independently from his retail busfness, 
tnere is little doubt that the owner of the present retail drug 
store can spend his time more profitably than by adding this 
work to his numerous other duties. 

STIMULATE PRESCRIPTION TRADE. 


The most important branch of the retail drug business is the 
prescription department, and it is the one which yields the best 
results when properly cared for. That this department is often 
neglected, or improperly conducted, cannot but be apparent 
to those who have visited many retail stores and had access 
to the prescription department. Instead of being, as it should 
be, the sanctum-sanctorum of the pharmacy, it is not infre- 
quently the most disorderly part of a store. 

I have very vivid recollections of my first introduction to 


oe Read at the annual meeting of the Michigan State Pharmaceutical 
Association, September 8, 1 








42 AMERICAN DRUGGIST ,AND 


the dispensing department of a large retail pharmacy, and 
what impressed me more than anything else, were the mottoes 
which confronted one all the time—‘ Order is Heaven’s own 
law,” “ You can tell a workman by his chips.” “A place for 
everything and everything in its place.” These are good rules 
to work by. The pharmacist’s first aim should be to have a 
well-regulated and orderly department in which physicians’ 
prescriptions can be filled, and the clerks be free from the 
interruption of the ordinary business of the store. Nothing 
inspires physician or patient with so much confidence, as care 
shown in this direction. ‘The prescription department, there- 
fore, whether separate from the rest of the store, which is 
to be preferred, or, if it consist of the usual prescription screen, 
should be so arranged that the dispensers can work without 
being disturbed. A thorough system must be inaugurated and 
sustained, and the appointments of the prescription department 
should be up-to-date in every respect. An antedeluvian, or 
rag-time collection of prescription bottles, bearing labels which 
few can decipher, does not appeal to one’s sense of security. 
Therefore, all dispensing bottles should be uniform in appear- 
ance and be labelled with neat glass labels. The bottles con- 
taining remedies of a poisonous nature should be kept separate- 
ly. Poisonous chemicals and potent alkaloids should be under 
lock and key and stored in a special closet adjacent to the 
dispensing counter: 

It is a good rule, and a special safe-guard, for two persons 
to verify the weighings of all powerful drugs. Another good 
rule to adopt, and one which prevents doubts from arising in 
the minds of customers, is that of making notes on the margin 
of the prescription, so that future dispensings of the same rec- 
ipe may correspond. Put down the name and amount of ex- 
cipient used, the weight of mass when finished, the ‘size of 
capsule required, any peculiarities noticed in the preparation 
and the procedure adopted, in compounding all prescriptions. 


PREPARATIONS REQUIRING SPECIAL CARE. 


There are two classes of prescriptions compounded in the 
retail drug store which will repay the pharmacist who uses 
especial care in their preparation. I refer to ointments and 


lotions for the eye, or skin. Because these preparations are ° 


for external use is no reason why they should not receive as 
much care in dispensing as prescriptions for internal medica- 
tion. A gritty ointment, made with a rancid base, is altogether 
inexcusable and often leads to unexpected and undesired re- 
sults. The physician may blame the drugs -he has used for 
a severe dermatitis when, if the truth were known, it would 
be attributed to the rancidity of the lard, or lack of care in the 
preparation of the cintment. By the exercise of a little more 
care, nearly all ointments can be made free from grit and the 
usual accidental admixtures of small pieces of linen, wood, 
ete., with which many chemicals become contaminated during 
the drying process, may be avoided. The ointment base should 
be melted at a gentle heat and while still warm, such ingre- 
dients as the prescription calls for may be added, and the 
whole put on to a cheesecloth strainer. Heavy substances, like 
zine oxide, bismuth subcarbonate, lead carbonate, and almost 
any of those drugs ordinarily employed in ointments, go through 
the straining cloth with a little pressure, and the result will 
be a satisfactory, smooth ointment, free from grit and acci- 
dental admixture. After the proceedure it is only necessary 
to stir the ointment in a mortar with a pestle until it cools. 

Lotions and solutions for use in the eye should be made 
from distilled and sterilized water only, and all bottles in 
which they are to be dispensed should also be sterilized. It 
is an easy matter to have some sterilized bottles, corked, 
wrapped up and laid away for use as required. Small Swedish 
filter papers and pledgets or absorbent cotton are the best 
through which to filter these solutions. A physician told me of 
a pharmacist who had used his handkerchief for straining a 
solution for use in the eye, and the pharmacist is wondering 
to this day why he lost the large and lucrative prescription 
business of that particular physician. Not only physicians, 
vut customers are quick to observe any irregularities in this 
direction. 
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PERSONAL NEATNESS. 

It is told of a celebrated firm of English pharmacists doing 
business in London, that a certain old-time customer called 
one day to have a prescription filled. The prescription de- 
partment is so arranged that the customer can sit in front of 
the dispenser and watch him prepare the medicine. On this 
day this particular old Quaker gentleman came into the phar- 
macy, sat down and handed his prescription to one of the clerks 
to be filled. The clerk proceeded to make up the medicine and 
after it had been compounded, passed the bottle of medicine 
to the customer and was rather surprised to receive a request 
for another bottle. Passing the second bottle to the old gentle- 
man he was still further surprised to receive an order for a 
third bottle and was none the less mortified at the request, 
“ Please do not put the cork in thy mouth this time,” and to re- 
ceive the two bottles he had preciously filled as a present for 
his lack of thought. It was a salutary and deserved lesson, 
and I venture to say that drug clerk never used his mouth as 
a cork-press again. 


“NOT DEAD BUT SLEEPING.” 


When in a small Canadian town with some friends a few 
years ago, I met with rather an amusing experience. We 
desired to make some purchases at a drug store before crossing 
the river into the States. There happened to be only one store 
in town, so with what must have appeared to be unseemly 
haste to the inhabitants of this little “‘ Sleepy-Hollow ” we went 
to the store in question. But we were doomed to disappoint- 
ment, for though it was only just noon, we found the store 
locked up and on the door was pasted a piece of paper bearing 
the legend, “ Not dead, but sleeping; will,be back in an hour.” 
There was enterprise in the drug business for you! It certainly 
would have been a shame to wake that poor fellow up, but I 
have often wondered had we done so, if he would not have com- 
plained about the dullness of trade and have discussed the 
iniquity of Trusts and the eternal and informal question of 
“cut-rates.” More than likely. But there is an object lesson 
in this little incident, for though the retail druggist may not 
lock the door, as our Canadian friend did, he often locks the 
door to a good many opportunities for increasing his business, 
which is almost as bad. An important item in attracting busi- 
ness to the store, and one which is very much neglected by 
the retail druggist, is the matter of window displays. The 
time has long since passed for the retailer to rely on show 
bottles filled with colored water to attract attention to his 
store. This is the day of progression and the show window 
is an important factor in bringing customers and trade to the 
store. As the eye is the window of the soul, so is a good 
window display the soul of a business. Judging by the manner 
in which some druggists dress the windows of their stores, 
it is quite evident they are not alive to the importance and 
value of cheiz window space. It is not so, however, with the 
manufacturers of many goods offered for sale through the 
channels of the retail drug trade, as they are often willing, 
nay indeed, anxious to make free displays of their wares. 


VALUE OF WINDOW DISPLAYS. 


The advertising value of the window should not be under- 
estimated, as it is often more valuable to the druggist than 
advertising through the medium of the newspapers. The win- 
dows should be neatly encased to keep out dust, and should be 
kept scrupulously clean, and frequent changes made. It is 
a good plan to make “dummies” of goods which are liable 
to be injured by exposure to the sun. Neat little printed cards. 
describing the preparations, their uses and price, aid materially 
in selling goods. I have often wondered why some retailers 
use sfich poor judgment in selecting goods to display in their 
windows. Where does the sense come in when a window is 
filled with such cheap goods as toilet paper, tooth picks, moth 
balls, etc.? Should a whole window full of these goods be 
disposed of during a single day, the net profit would be com- 
paratively small, therefore, why not show goods which will 
bring in larger returns? 

There is usually much undeveloped talent lying right at the 
door of the pharmacist, which is waiting and willing to be 








oN 


LEG M RB CRG, 


wid ee RR TR SAS ra 5 


sche 

















oe ° 
i gM ei NE LN AE 
‘ . 


eSiaRGA STS Oe rte a Sy RS 








AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 43 


utilized. I refer to the drug clerk. Put him on his mettle, 
give him a free hand and watch results. I have yet to see the 
clerk who could not make improvements in the appearance of 
the drug store window, both in regard to new ideas and at- 
tractive displays. The pharmacist usually has traditions to 
go on, whereas the youngster in the business smashes all tradi- 
tions, gets out of the common rut and makes.results. 

The pharmacist should be a business man first—a phar- 
macist afterwards—for he who adopts business methods will 
always accomplish more and keep ahead of the one who does 
not. Study the ways of Trusts and big combines, cut off all 
dead branches in the way of unnecessary expenses; a thorough 
pruning is often just as necessary for the small, as it is for 
the big concern. Watch your goods closely, let no dead stock 
accumulate, and push those goods which yield proper returns. 
There is more profit to be made from a five cent sale of Epsom 
salt at ordinary rates, than many of the dollar patent medi- 
cines at “ cut-rates.”. 


ROSE GERANIUM OIL AND ITS SUBSTITUTES.' 
By LYMAN F. Kester, Pu.C., 
Chief of Drug Laboratory, U. S. Department of Agriculture. 

In spite of the great advance made in the chemistry of 
essential oils during the past decade, ample evidence can readily 
be collected to show that this is as yet a fertile field for the 
adulterator. Many kinds of manipulators are found, from the 
tyro who endeavors to palm off oil of French turpentine for oil 
of rue, and the distiller who sprinkles his rose leaves with 
geranium oil before distilling, to the chemist who is an abettor 
to the use of acetin and glycerin in volatile oils for the purpose 
of increasing the apparent content of ester and alcohol, re- 
spectively. 

By referring to the various price lists it will be found that 
the quotations for the geranium gils vary from $12 per pound 
for the Spanish to $2.25 for the Turkish oil; and ginger grass 
oil, which is conceded to be only another name for an inferior 
Turkish oil, sometimes highly adulterated, is quoted at $1.10 
per pound. Certainly here seems to be a great opportunity for 
the clever manipulator, and aside from the assistance of a well 


varies from 60 to 85 per cent. The former usually exists in 
much the greater proportion. 

Turkish or Indian geranium oil, also known as palma rosa, 
Indian grass oil, and rusa oil, usually closely resembles rose 
geranium oil in physical appearance, solubility, specific gravity, 
and percentage content of alcohols and esters. In odor there is 
frequently a close resemblance and the optical rotation varies 
from +2 degrees to —2 degrees. 

Ginger grass oil is supposed to be an inferior quality of 
palma rosa, and its properties, therefore, should very clo@ely 
resemble those of the latter oil, excepting, possibly, its odor, 
unless it is highly diluted with turpentine or mineral oil, as 
is frequently the case. 

It can readily be seen that a judicious mixer could combine 
oils possessing the properties described above so as to bewilder 
a chemist, even though he were well versed in the chemistry 
of essential oils. ‘ 

Jeancard and Satie? have studied these oils to some extent, 
and think they can distinguish between them by their contents. 
The following table is taken from their work: 

ANALYTICAL DATA FROM PURE GERANIUM OILS. 
Rotation 


at 15° C. Saponifi- 
Density in 100mm. cation Esters. Alcohols. 


Origin. at 15° C. Degrees. value. Per cent. Per cent. 
COMBI is. eis. sis-sidieds sce eee 0.8972 -—9.40 54.60 9.80 66.31 
Rr 0.9073 —7.30 65.80 7.84 66.23 
GE oat vec" Wh ole these 0.9012 —8.00 60.20 7.00 68.55 
PAIRS 5.3010 Greie ts set mies due 0.9006 —8.06 65.80 8.08 63.19 
Bourbon ....e...........0.8905 —8.20 74.00 6.65 71.28 
ME Slowich eee eared Bok 0.8960 —0.48 43.00 11.30 84.62 


The per cent. of esters and alcohols is based on the formulas 
C,.H,,0, and C,H,,0, respectively. 

In view of the fact that the highest grade oils grow in cer- 
tain localities only and bring fancy prices, the opinion is ven- 
tured that it would not be safe to deduce any general state 
ment from the above results, except in the case of Indian oil. 

Some time ago the writer received a number of samples of 
geranium oils in original packages, bearing the labels of the 
largest and best known essential oil dealers in the world, with 
the request that an opinion be given as to their purity and 
quality. On submitting the samples to an examination the 
results tabulated below were obtained: 


ANALYSES OF GERANIUM AND ALLIED OILS, 


Specific 
gravity Acid 
Kind of oil Color. at 15°C. number. 

eS) Greenish yellow....... 0.8901 4.51 
African (2).......... Lemon yellow......... 0.8915 6.00 
African (3).......... Orange yellow......... 0.9053 6.09 
African (4).......... Lemon yellow......... 0.9319 4.47 
Algerian (1)............ TINS belie Saisie bo a 5 wee 0.8981 3.20 
Algerian (2).......... Colorless...........4. 0.8964 2.87 
Reunion ............. Lemon yellow......... 0.8878 6.28 
Palma rosa........... Orange yelliow....... + 0.8968 1.20 - 
Turkish (1).......... Lemon yellow......... 0.9142 4.13 
Turkish (2)............ DOG Wh és tS «hii 0.9154 2.41 
Ginger grass (1)........ ois ial aw.d oe dein ec 0.9213 1.50 
Ginger grass (2)........ Mix cae weed waes 0.9234 3.88 
Rhodonol II........... ee eee 0.8758 





* Per cent. of ester calculated as geranyl acetate. 


trained nasal organ, let us see what' are the probabilities of 
detecting such adulteration. 

Rose geranium oil is a colorless, yellowish, greenish, or 
brownish liquid, depending on the manner of distillation and 
storage, and has a pleasant rose-like odor. Its specific gravity 
varies from 0.8878 to 0.9073; optical rotation in a 100 mm. tube, 
—6 degrees to —16 degrees; ester, calculated as gerany] tigli- 
nate, varies from 8 to 42 per cent. All varieties are soluble in two 
to three volumes of 70 per cent. alcohol, except the Spanish, 
which is rendered turbid by the presence of a small amount of 
separated paraffin. The chief constituents are geraniol and 
citronellol, the total content of which, both free and combined, 





1From Bulletin No. 80, Bureau of Chemistry, U. S. Department of 
Agriculture. 


Opt. rot. 
in 100 

Esters as mm. ime Solubility in 70 per 

tiglinate. Alcohols. at 20° C cent. alcohol. 

Per cent. Per cent. Degrees. 

20.48 76.06 « — 6.73 Soluble in 2 volumes. 
28.95 63.49 — 8.41 Insoluble in 10 yolumes, 
18.95 42.34 — 19.20 Do. 

( 70.80} 

1978.85 71.08 — 7.70 Soluble in 1% volumes. 
33.61 65.57 — 17.00 Insoluble in 10 volumes. 
36.46 73.14 ° — 9.60 Soluble in 2% volumes. 
pope 72.13 — 7.66 Soluble in 2 volumes. 
22.30 

$18.50 81.75 — 2.90 Do. 

12.13 

{1425 50.00 — 50.70 Insoluble in 10 volumes, 
14, 

er 72.93 +1.91 _ Soluble in 2 volumes. 

8.07 
7 pr 20.18 — 69.13 Insoluble in 10 volumes. 
4 
$1.20 21.77 — 65.00 Do. 
9.00 
87.42 § — 26.9 Soluble in 2 volumes; 








insoluble in more. 


The acid number was determined by dissolving a given 
weight of the oil in strong alcohol, in which all the oils were 
soluble in all proportions, and titrating with decinormal alco- 
holic potash, at the ordinary temperature, using phenolphtha- 
lein as indicator. The figures indicate the number of milli- 
grams of potassium hydroxide required to neutralize the acid- 
ity of one gramme of oil. The esters were estimated by adding 
an excess of alcoholic potash to the above solution, heating to 
boiling with a reflux condenser for about one hour, then titrat- 
ing back the excess of alkali by means of decinormal acid. 
From the amount of alkali consumed the necessary calculations 
can readily be made, either as geranyl tiglinate (C,,H,,CO,- 
C,H,) or geranyl acetate (C,,H,,CO,CH,), as the case may re- 


2 Bul. Sor. Chim., 1900 (3), 23: 37. 
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quire. The percentage of alcohol, free or combined, was de- 
termined by acetylizing a given weight of oil with an equal 
amount of acetic anhydride in the presence of fused sodium 
acetate. The acetylized product was purified by washing with 
water, and rendered anhydrous by means of fused sodium sul- 
phate. A given weight of the acetylized oil was then saponified, 
as outlined above for determining esters, and from the data 
thus secured the desired calculations were made. 

€n computing the amount of alcohol, both free and com- 
bined, in geranium oil, it must be remembered that the chief 
ester of the natural oil is a tiglinate, and on acetylizing with 
acetic anhydride the free alcohols are converted into acetic 
esters. We therefore have a mixture of esters on which to 
base our calculations. The percentages of alcohols given in the 
table above were computed from the mixed esters. The question 
might arise as to whether any of the tiglinic group was replaced 
by the acetyl group, but this inquiry can not be answered here. 

The first African oil, the second Algerian oil, and the Re- 
union oil are normal in every respect. The African oil No. 2 
and the Algerian oil No. 1 can be considered normal except as 
to solubility, and it is doubtful whether these oils can justly 
be considered adulterated. The third African oil is low in 
alcohol content, high in optical rotation, and insoluble in the 
proper amount of 70 per cent. alcohol. The fourth African oil 
is a spurious product, which did not respond affirmatively for 
a hydroxyl group when tested by means of acetyl chlorid in the 
conventional manner, thus indicating the absence of any alco- 
hol. The palma rosa oil and the Turkish oil No. 2 are both 
normal India products, while the first Turkish oil is abnormal. 
Both of the ginger grass oils are entirely different from anything 
described in literature. Judging from the high specific gravi- 
ties and high optical rotations, these ginger grass oils are not 
adulterated with either turpentine or mineral oil. The last 
oil named, Rhodonol II, is apparently a fairly pure geraniol. 
It is clearly evident from the data obtained in this investigation 
and other work on record that a scientific adulterator could 
readily mix some of the cheaper geranium oils with the ex- 
pensive, high grade products without much fear of detection 
by the analytical methods at present available. Apparently 
the only satisfactory procedure at our disposal for securing 
the proper quality of geranium oil is the use of well trained 
olfactories. 
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LETTERS FROM A RETIRED DRUGGIST 
TOg HIS !NEPHEW.—III. 


From Can A. DENSIS, A RETIRED DRUGGIST, OF CINCINNATI, O., WHO 


HAS MADE A Fortvu&m OvT OF DENSIS’ WONDERFUL ASTHMA CURE, © 


10 His NEPHEW IN WHEELING, W. VA. 
(With Apologies to Mr. Lorimer and his Mr. Graham.) 


My Dear John:—So you have been put to running the soda 
fountain for the remainder of the season. Well, I am glad 
to hear it for it shows that you must have some little ability 
and an inclination to work, and the manager has some con- 
fidence in you or he would have fired you long ago instead of 
promoting you along. 

LITTLE THINGS COUNT. 

Now, I am not going to tell you anything about making soda 
water because each manager has his own particular method 
of so doing and each one believes that his method is the only 
right one, and I guess it is so long as he is satisfied, and I take 
it for granted that your manager has seen to it that you have 
been sufficiently informed of the important details of your work 
—that is, of the big things about it. But after all I don’t know 
whether it is the big things that ought to be taught you or not 
for you see they are so blamed important that you can’t help 
but learn them, for they stare you in the face no matter which 
way you turn, and so if you are to even pretend to do your work, 
why you have simply got to learn them; therefore, it is the 
little things that you have got to be particular about learning 
because they are so small that they are easy to be overlooked, 
and no one thinks about teaching them to you, and yet it don’t 
take many little things to make a big one, especially when 
you don’t know them, or, worse still, when you know them but 
don’t practice them. 

DON’T HAVE FAVORITES. 

Now, there are just two lIfttle things about this soda water 
business that I am going to speak to you about. One of them 
is treat everybody alike,—don’t. play any favorites. I know 
it’s very easy to slip in an extra measure of ice cream when 
the customer happens to be one of your best friends or a. good 
looking girl, but don’t you do it because it isn’t honest to your 
store, nor fair to the other customers. 

You might think that doing so once in a while won’t do any 
harm but that’s where you are wrong, for it does you yourself 
harm by weakening your sense of business methods, and the far- 
ther you go along in this business world the better you will un- 
derstand that business and sentiment won’t mix and that while 
they are both good things to practice you want to practice them 
upon separate occasions. After you have given one or two an 
extra measurg the regular measure will begin to look so smal] to 
you that you will make them all extra, and that’s where you 
are robbing the store,:and I know you don’t want to do that. 

If you have been guilty of this practice—and I’ll say to you 
right now that most boys have some time or other in their 
career done so—you will probably answer me by saying that 
the amount which the manager has prescribed is too small and 
that the store is losing business on account of it. Well, even 
if that should be so—although I never knew a case where it 
was—it is not your fault nor your business to correct it, as 
it is not you that is losing anything, and if the manager is 
satisfied then you should be, and besidés it’s a pretty safe bet 
that the amount of money the store will lose by people staying 
away from this cause will not be more than one-tenth the sum 
you are robbing the store of by giving extra measures. 

DON’T INTRUDE IN A CUSTOMER’S CONVERSATION. 

I believe I told you that there were two things I was going 
to speak to you about. The other one is simply to remind you 
to be awful careful about breaking into a conversation when 
you have customers seated about the fountain. I hope this 
warning is unnecessary in your case, because if you do this 
thing it speaks of bad breeding and faulty home training, and 
I know your mother too well to suspect you of that. 

When you are invited to take part in the conversation or 
asked a question, of course you have a certain license, but other- 
wise it’s not very reasonable to suppose that the party came 
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into the store on purpose to hear you talk, and if you keep it 
up you are either due for a calling down some day or are 
driving trade away from the fountain. 

DON’T USE THE STORE AS A RECEPTION ROOM. 

When you first went into the drug store your friends no 
doubt looked upon you with a certain amount of awe. Grad- 
ually, though, they became accustomed to your new surroundings 
and got to dropping in to see you oftener and staying longer, 
until by this time I suspect that one or two of them could be 
classed as regular loafers. The best thing for you to do is to 
tell them right now that it is against the store’s policy to allow 
loafers and that-you will see them after you get through work. 
To be sure there is not any harm in the head clerk’s having 
an occasional friend drop in to cheer him through a portion 
of a cold, rainy night, but you wait until you are a full fledged 
clerk before you begin to have privileges, and even then be just 
as light as possible with the loafing proposition, for while a 
woman doesn’t care how many men are around when she buys 
beet steak or groceries, she is going to be a little backward 
about selecting a syringe or buying “ Lydia Pinkham’s” when 
any more masculine eyes than necessary are focused upon 
her, and if she finds loafers present the chances are that she 
will ask for a postage stamp or look at the directory and 
then go out and seek a store where the clerks are more thought- 
ful and less popular. 

It is not very likely that any of your friends have ever 
thought of it in this light, so you had best explain it to them, 
for somehow or other every one seems to want to loaf in the 
drug store. I imagine it is for the same reason that the fel- 
low always shoots the gun he didn’t know was loaded—just 
simply because he oughtn’t to. 

Your affectionate uncle, 
Can A. DENSIs. 


CAMPHOR FROM TURPENTINE. 


Description of the New Synthetic Product. 


Synthetic camphor, identical in almost all its properties 
with natural camphor, is now being produced in large quan- 
tities from oil of turpentine at the little town of Port Chester, 
N. Y., by the Port Chester Chemical Company. The process of 
manufacture is camparatively simple, the oxidation of the tur- 
pentine being effected by treatment with oxalic acid. Turpentine, 
chemicglly considered, and, speaking roughly, 1s C,H, and 
camphor is C,H,O; the only chemical difference between tur- 
pentine and camphor being one atom of oxygen. Of course 
this is not to be regarded as anything more than a general 
statement. Pinene, the essential constituent of oil of turpen- 
tine, is broken down into pinoy] oxalate and pinoyl formate by 
the introduction of a carboxy] (oxalic acid), and both of these 
can, by simple chemical means, be converted into -camphor. 
Pinoy] oxalate yields camphor by distillation with steam in the 
presence of an alkali; while pinoy] formate under the same 
treatment, yields Borneo camphor, borneol or camphol C,,H,,OH, 
which, chemically considered, is a hydrate of camphor readily 
converted in turn into pure camphor by oxidation. 

The process of conversion, as carried out on a large scale 
at the Port Chester works, is described as follows: 

In steam jacketed reaction tanks, oil of turpentine, weighing 
at least 2000 pounds, is placed, together with anhydrous oxalic 
acid, the result of this reaction being pinoy] oxalate and pinoyl 
formate. After the completion of this step in the process the 
mass, which is liquid, is pumped into a set of stills for treat- 
ment. Here it is distilled with live steam in the presence of 
an alkali, the resultant formation occurring as ordinary cam- 
phor and Borneo camphor; dissolved in the oily products of the 
reaction. These oils are fractionally distilled to extract the 
camphor and borneol] further. After the pleasant smelling oils 
have passed over, the camphor and borneol distill in the steam 
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and are precipitated in the condenser in a white mass some- 
what resembling boiled rice. The crude product is then forced 
by compressed air through a filter press and thoroughly washed 
to free it from all traces of oil, when it is dropped into an oxi- 
dizing tank, where the borneol oxidizes into ordinary camphor. 

The mass is again transferred to a rapidly revolving centrif- 
ugal machine, where the oxidizing liquors are thrown out, 
and the camphor, being heavier, remains behind, comparatively 
pure, but stained from the oxidizing compound, so that it re- 
sembles light brown sugar. After removal from the separator 
it is placed in a large steam jacketed sublimer. In this vessel 
a slow heat frees it from any water it may contain, and the 
temperature is then raised to the boiling point of camphor, and 
a rapid current of air projected over the surface of the pan, 
blowing the camphor into a condensing chamber, where it set- 
tles in the form of snowflake-like crystals. 

The yield of camphor by this process is from 25 to 30 per 
cent. of the weight of turpentine used. In addition to cam- 
phor there are a number of light oils produced in the process 
which are also found in nature, namely, dipentine, oil of lemon, 
oil of lime and a number of other natural terpenes and essen- 
tial oils. 

A sample of the product, in the possession of the editor of 
the AMERICAN DruGcGist, shows a remarkable resemblance to 
natural camphor. An effort was made to determine the solu- 
bility of the synthetic gum in ordinary solvents, such as water, 
alcohol and oil, but data concerning this were not obtainable 
from the manufacturers. Some experiments were, however, 
conducted by Professor William A. Noyes, who communicated 
the results to the American Chemical Journal, Vol. 27, No. 6, 
June, 1902, and Vol. 28, No. 6, December, 1902. The Port 
Chester Chemical Company are also in possession of a report on 
their synthetic camphor from Dr. H. W. Wiley, of the Bureau 
of Chemistry, United States Department of Agriculture, which 
reads as follows: 

“With reference to appearance, odor, taste and power to 
sublime in large, fern-like crystals, the synthetic camphor is 
identical with natural camphor. It is somewhat more friable 
and melts (after softening between 130 and 140 degrees) at 
176 degrees. The melting point of natural camphor is 175 
degrees. 

“A determination of the influence on polarized light was 
made, using the Schmidt and Haensch polariscope. Solutions 
of five grams in 50 Ce. of pure olive oil gave the following 
readings in a 200 mm. tube: 


Synthetic Camphor. .......ccccccccccccccccce + 1.71 
DemareE COME oi. 5s'5 So. Sissies 8 25 view nisivias’s 68 ee + 28.37 


These results show that the synthetic product is most prob- 
ably an isomer, which, however, in all its physical properties so 
closely approximates the native camphor that it can be gener- 
ally substituted for it. 

Most of the demand for the synthetic product comes at 
present from the celluoid and gunpowder manufacturers, and, 
as the flower crystals is the kind especially required in these 
industries, the company intend for the present to confine them- 
selves to the manufacture of this form only, the cake form being 
produced in limited quantities and for exhibition purposes only. 


Pharmaceutical Troubles in Germany. 


The Government of Germany does not hesitate to regulate 
the most minute affairs of its children. It has long since taken 
the country’s pharmacy under its wing, and is gradually ar- 
ranging all the details of the Apotheker’s life, so that in course 
of time that strictly scientific individual will have nothing in 
the world to do but obey a code of rules and enjoy life. For 
some time the authorities have limited the number of pharma- 
cies, and have so arranged that concessions cannot be trans- 
ferred. The result of this and innumerable other regulations 
has been an extraordinary demand for pharmacies and inor- 
dinately high prices for those which can be sold.—Monthly 
Magazine of Pharmacy. 
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Cream of Current Literature 


A summary of the leading articles in contemporary phar ical periodicals, 








Furol is a dry beer yeast of guaranteed purity, made by 
Bonaccio in Geneva: Chemical analyses of this product show 
that it is really a pure yeast, in contrast to the ordinary article 
sold. The product is said to be very useful in the shape of a 
soap which may be applied externally in skin diseases. (Phar- 
maceutische Post, October 25, 1903.) 


Cholelysin, a New Cholagogue, according to the Pharma- 
ceutische Post (August 9, 1903), contains 20 per cent. of sodium 
oleate in solution, the latter being, as is well known, a very 
efficient ‘solvent for gallstones. The remedy is easy to ad- 
minister and is given in doses of from one-half to one tea- 
spoorful at bedtime, before breakfast and before dinner. It 
is taken pure or with water or mineral water. 


Apopin Oil.—According to Reismann, (Journal of the Phar- 
maceutical Society of Japan, March, 1903, No. 253) an ethereal 
oil is obtained in Formosa which possesses a great similarity to 
camphor as to odor, and which is called by the natives: “ Schia- 
yu.” Professor Schimoyama called this oil “ apopin oil,” from 
the place where it is obtained. Nothing definite is as yet 
known as to the source of the oil, save that the plant from 
which it derived belongs to the family of the Lauraceae. 


Mixed Acoin and Cocaine for Local Anaesthesia.—Kraus 
recommends a combination of acoin and cocaine in ansesthesia 
for operations on the eye and its surrounding parts. This com- 
bination was first used in France. The author employed the 
following formula: Acoin, 0.025 Gm.; cocaine, 0.05 Gm., and 
solution of sodium chloride, 0.075 per cent., enough to make 5.0 
Gm. When the mixture is needed for operations where more 
extensive bleeding is expected, a few drops of the ordinary 
adrenalin solution are added to it. The solution of acoin-co- 
caine must be used soon after having been prepared on account 
of its liability to decompose. 


A Color Reaction in Mixing Senega Infusion and Codeine 
Syrup has been noted by Cioperesco (Bollettino Assoc. Far- 
mac., 1903, p. 6), who found that on mixing these two in- 
gredients a yellowish-green color resulted. This is due to the 
fact that the senegin and saponin, which possess acid proper- 
ties, give rise to a green color when combined with alkalies. 
Therefore, the reaction is only produced with the free base 
codeine, but not with its salts, and with codeine syrup only 
when the latter is prepared freshly, as on standing it becomes 
acid and develops codeine salts. The same reaction has also 
been observed in ammoniacal solution of anise 

Ektogan, a new dusting powder, has been added to the 
already large list of new remedies. According to the Pharma- 
ceutische Post (October 25, 1903) ektogan is a mixture of zinc 
hydroxide and dioxide, containing about 50 per cent. of each. 
It is equivalent to about 8 per cent. of active oxygen. It occurs 
as a yellowish-white, odorless and tasteless powder, which is 
insoluble in water. It is used externally in wounds and in skin 
diseases in the form of a moist dressing, mixed with citric, 
tartaric or tannic acid, whereby the oxygen is liberated. With 
iodides ektogan develops nascent iodine. It is said to be 
strongly antiseptic, and is used in the form of a powder, a 
gauze and a plaster. 

Titration with Titanium Chloride—Knecht and Hibbert 
(Berichte der Deutschen Chemischen Gesellschaft, 1903, 36, 
1549) use a solution of about 1 per cent. of titanium chloride 
which has been standardized by comparison with a solution of 
ferric oxide of known strength for the titration of iron salts, 
according to the following reaction. 

TiCl, + FeCl, = TiCl, + FeCl, 
The volumetric estimation of iron as ferric salt is performed 
with this solution by titrating the reagent into the ferric solu- 
tion until a sample does not give any color with potassium sul- 
phocyanide. If ferrous salts are present in the same sample 
they are first titrated off with potassium permanganate in a 


solution acidulated with sulphuric acid. Then the total iron 
is titrated with titanium chloride. The difference shows the 
ferric iron. 


Easily Soluble Tablets of Mercuric Chloride,—Attempts 
have been made recently to increase the solubility of tablets 
of mercuric chloride by the addition of substances which would 
develop carbonic acid gas in solution. Such a procedure was 
recommended recently by Myers (Pharmaceutische Zeitung, 
1903, p. No. 86), but according to a recent communication by 
Sauter of Geneva (Schweizerische Wochenschrift fiir Chemie 
und Pharmazie), the carbonates which thus would be set free 
would impair the action of the mercuric chloride. The same 
is true of tartaric and citric acids and their neutral and acid 
salts. Nothing but chlorides should be added to mercuric 
chloride tablets, and even then the sodium chloride must exist 
in the tablet as the full salt with its one-and-a-half molecules 
of water in order to make sure that the physician is getting 
the full action of the mercuric chloride in the combination. 

Differences Between the Red and the Yellow Mercuric 
Oxides.—Schoch (Chemiker Zeitung, 1908, 27, 155) has found 
that yellow mercuric oxide is, when washed and dried at ordi- 
nary temperature, a crystalline body whose structure differs 
materially from that of the red oxide. The yellow oxide occurs 
in the form of quadratic plates under the microscope with a 
magnification of 1000 or 1200 diameters. The crystals of yellow 
oxide grow larger when brought into contact with the precip- 
itant solution or with a solution of sodium or potassium chlo- 
ride. At the same time the crystals grow reddish-orange, until 
after some time they become decidedly reddish. When boiled 
with salt solution the yellow oxide becomes red and shows the 
prismatic crystals of the red oxide. Heating the yellow oxide 
dry to 250 degrees C., or higher, gives rise to a change in color 
to red and to a change in structure to the prismatic form of 
the red oxide. 

Behavior of Iodine and lodoform with Albumen.—Schmidt 
(Apotheker Zeitung, October 28, 1903, p. 756) says that solu- 
tions of albumin are capable of decomposing iodoform, the 
statements of Kobert and Altenburg to the contrary, notwith- 
standing. It is difficult, however, to show the presence of 
iodine in these solutions by means of starch, as for this purpose 
it is necessary to remove the albumin entirely without affecting 
the iodine compound in the solution. The basic properties of 
the albumin molecule are the cause of the decomposition of 
iodoform. If albumin, or its nearest derivatives, be treated 
with iodine in solution there is always formed a compound 
which reacts like iodic acid, thus showing the basicity of the 
albumin molecule. Iodine, in the nascent state, removes hydro- 
gen from the albumin molecule. This gives rise to the develop- 
ment of hydriodic acid. Blood, pus and urine containing al- 
bumin show free iodine in the presence of iodoform in virtue of 
this decomposition. 

Color Reactions for Chloroform, Iodoform and Bromoform. 
—Dupony (Répertoire de Pharmacie, 1903, p. 349) has found 
that color reactions can be obtained by the addition of chloroform 
to phenols, varying according to the particular phenol used. 
With benzophenol, for example, there is obtained a yellow color; 
with resorcin a garnet red, with napthol, a blue color. If one- 
half a cubic centimetre of a 5 per cent. alcoholic solution of 
thymol] be treated with a drop of chloroform and a little caustic 
alkali be added, a yellow color arises on boiling the mixture, 
which soon turns red. An intense violet color is produced on the 
addition of 1 cc. of sulphuric acid and heating for the second 
time. Ifa few drops of the violet mixture be dissolved in acetic 
acid, the fluid will show a spectrum very much like that of 
oxy-hemoglobin, with the difference that the two bands are 
nearer to the red of the spectrum. The violet colored solution 
gives in the spectroscope a bank between D and the red. In 
the absence of chloroform, sulphuric acid and caustic alkali with 
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thymol give a faint blue color, but the fluid does not show any 
characteristic bands in the spectrum. This behavior can there- 
fore be employed for the determination of small amounts of 
chloroform in mixtures. The same reaction is obtained with 
bromoform, but is more difficult to get with iodoform. 


The Permanency of the Iron Pills of the British Pharma- 
copoeia.—This has been the subject of extended researches on 
the part of Lucas and Stevens (Pharmaceutical Journal). The 
facts which they brought, out are of interest in connection with 
the preservation of our own Blaud’s pills. The authors found 
that the ordinary iron pills, when kept in pasteboard boxes, lost 
41 per cent. of their iron oxide and 15 per cent. of their moist- 
ure after three months. Pills kept in glass bottles only lost 18 
per cent. of the oxide and showed almost no loss of moisture. 
They recommend the use of glucose in the preparation of these 
pills, because this substance possesses reducing powers which 
are not_ found in glycerin or in cane sugar, and because, in the 
presence of glucose, the iron is prevented from undergoing 
oxidation. Glucose, moreover, furnishes plastic, easily work- 
able masses. The formula of Lucas and Stevens was as fol- 
lows: 150 grains of glucose, 30 minims of distilled water and 
150 grains of dry, finely powdered, ferrous sulphate are mixed ; 
95 grains of finely powdered dried sodium carbonate are added 
rapidly and the whole mixed again. The mixture is allowed 
to stand for 10 minutes, or until the reaction has subsided, and 
the mass in completed by the addition of 15 grains of powdered 
tragacanth and 50 grains of gum acacia. 


Bismon, or Soluble Colloidal Bismuth Oxide.—According 
to the Apotheker Zeitung (November 28, 1903) bismon is pro- 
duced by the action of bismuth salts upon an alkaline watery 
solution of protalbin or lysalbinate of sodium. The solution 
of bismuth thus obtained is freed from all foreign salts by 
dialysis and is evaporated to dryness. Solutions of bismon 
are best prepared by adding water at about 50 or 60 degrees C., 
shaking and heating further for some time upon the water- 
bath. The exact molecular structure of bismon or colloidal 
bismuth oxide is still unknown, but it contains 20 per cent. of 
metallic bismuth and is soluble in both hot and cold water. 
The solutions, up to 25 per cent., have a yellowish-red color, 
are slightly opalescent, tasteless and quite mobile, while solu- 
tions of higher percentage, up to 50 per cent., are syrupy in 
consistence. On standing, bismon solutions deposit in the 
course of a few weeks a blackish precipitate. Bismon is non- 
toxic even in large doses, and may be used externally, or given 
by mouth or by rectum. It is borne in the form of 5 or 10 
per cent. solutions by the most delicate stomachs when noth- 
ing else can be retained. The bowels must be thoroughly 
emptied before it is given. It is used in a variety of affections 
of the stomach and intestines in adults as well as in infants. 


Trichloracetal Hydrochloride, a New Reagent for Myrrh. 
—Hirschsohn (Pharmaceutische Centralhalle, November 19, 
1903) describes a new reagent for myrrh, which gives a beauti- 
ful color reaction with this resin. The reagent is prepared from 
trichloracetal, which is obtained as follows, according to Byas- 
son. Chlorine gas is passed through 75 per cent. alcohol, if 
possible, in the sunlight, until the fluid becomes cloudy and two 
layers separate on standing: The lower layer is separated and 
is shaken with its own volume of water. If the upper layer of 
the alcohol be shaken with three times its volume of water, 
some trichloracetal may be obtained'from it also. The trichlo- 
racetal thus obtained is shaken with burnt magnesia to remove 
any traces of acid and is filtered. The preparation, when fresh, 
is neutral in reaction and is sparely soluble in water, but is 
easily soluble in alcohol or ether. After a short time it becomes 
acid and acquires the property of fuming in the air. To prepare 
the reagent one part of trichloracetal is dissolved in four parts 
of chloral hydrate with the aid of heat, and in this manner a 
syrupy liquid is obtained, which fumes slightly in the air and 
gives a beautiful violet color, with the slightest trace of ordi- 
nary myrrh. (Herabolmyrrh.) So far as the author knows, 
no other resin or gum resin gives this reaction. The reagent 
keeps quite well, for mixtures which have been prepared three 
years ago still give a good reaction. 
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The Estimation of Vanillin in Vanilla Bean.—The follow- ° 
ing method of estimating the vanillin strength of vanilla is 
credited to Moulin, in Nouveaux Remédes: A type solution of 
vanillin is first prepared. For this purpose Gm. 0.05 of vanillin 
is dissolved in 20 Ce. of a mixture of 10 Cc. of sulphuric acid 
and 100 Ce. of glacial acetic acid. To this solution are added 
some crystals of potassium nitrate, and the mixture is heated 
for 1 hour over the water bath. Methyl picrate is formed and 
imparts a yellow color to the solution. The mixture is al- 
lowed to stand for 12 hours, and is then completed by the ad- 
dition of distilled Water up to 100 Cc., thus making a solution 
each Ce. of which contains Gm. 0.005 of vanillin. 

A sample of the vanilla to be tested is next reduced to a 
fine powder, of which from 3 to 6 grammes are taken. This is 
extracted with from 150 to 200 Ce. of boiling ether, the extrac- 
tion being carried on in three stages. The ethereal solution is 
decolorized by 10 Gm. of animal charcoal, the ether evaporated 
and the residue treated as described in the beginning of the ar- 
ticle. The liquid must be filtered to remove traces of resin 
before the full addition of water, up to 100 Ce., is made. The 
solution is then compared in color with the color-scale estab- 
lished by the series of vanillin solutions already mentioned. 

Physiological Tests for Digitalis——According to Moschko- 
vitch (Archiv fiir Pharmazie, 1908, No. 5) the. physiological 
test alone is not by any means conclusive in determining the 
value of a sample of digitalis leaves. There is no regularity 
in the occurrence of the physiological end-reaction—i. e., in the 
arrest of the heart beat in a frog, and the preparations made 
from the leaves show a much higher toxic power than solutions 
of digitoxin of the same percentage of strength. This may be 
due either to the fact that the extract of the leaves is more 
readily absorbed, or that there are other substances in this ex- 
tract which are more poisonous to the heart than digitoxin. 
Another objection against the physiological tests is the fact 
that these tests are performed upon lower animals, e. g., frogs, 
which are quite far removed from man, and, therefore, there 
is no guarantee that the toxic effect of the extract will also be 
manifest in man in the same proportionate degree. Kobert and 
Ziegenbein, however, disagree entirely from the preceding 
author as to the value of the physiological test for digitalis 
leaves. (See review in Pharmazeutische Zeitung, October 10, 
1903.) They think that Moschkovitch was dealing with acci- 
dental occurrences. Ziegenbein thinks that the physiological 
test should be used to determine primarily whether a digitalis 
sample is of any use whatever. Czesar and Loretz, in a recent 
report (Pharmazeutische Zeitung, 1908, No. 74) also speaks of 
the physiological tests for digitalis, and believe that the changes 
in the drug are due to the influence of air and moisture. 


The Purity of lodoform.—<According to the researches of 
Luigi Bocci (Bollettino Chemico-Farmaceutico, July, 1903), the 
following process is useful for the determination of the purity 
of iodoform. The solutions necessary for this purpose are as 
follows: (1) A solution of one-fiftieth normal potassium sul- 
phocyanide or ammonium sulphocyapide. (2) A solution of 
3.9191 grammes silver nitrate in as much 90 per cent. alcohol, 
as is needed to make 100 cc. of solution. The silver nitrate 
solution is controlled with the already titrated solution of sul- 
phocyanide as follows: Exactly 25 cc. of the silver nitrate 
solution are poured into a flask holding 500 Cc. and distilled 
water is added to the mark. The alcohol is evaporated from 
50 Ce. of this fluid; 1 Cc. of a 20 per cent. solution of iron alum 
is added, the mixture acidified with some nitric acid, and 
titrated with the sulphocyanide solution. A red color must be 
observed after using 23.2 Ce. This determines the amount of 
silver nitrate which is contained in 2.5 Ce. of the solution from 
which that contained is 2.5 Ce. is easily calculated. For 
the determination of the purity of iodoform, 0.5 Gm. of 
iodoform is weighed on a watch glass and is washed with 
alcohol into a flask holding 100 Ce. Then 25 Cc. of the silver 
nitrate solution is added by means of Geissler’s burette, and the 
mixture is acidified with nitric acid. For 0.5 Gm. of fodo- 
form 0.64815 Gm. of silver nitrate is necessary, according to 
the equation : 

CHI, + 83AgNO, + H,O, = 3AgI + 3HNO, + CO. 
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The undecomposed silver nitrate, which has remained in the 
solution needs for each 25 Cc. of the latter, 40 Cc. of the sul- 
phocyanide solution, according to the following formula: 
AgNO, + KCNS = AgCNS + KNO,. 

The mixture is gently heated to boiling, and after a few min- 
utes the reaction is completed. After cooling, it is diluted with 
distilled water up to the mark and 25 Cc. are poured into an 
Erlenmeyer flask. A little distilled water is added, and the 
alcohol is evaporated on a water bath. On cooling, add 1 Ce. 
of a 20 per cent. solution of iron alum and a few drops of nitric 
acid and titrate the mixture with one-fiftieth normal potassium 
sulphocyanide solution. One Cc. of the latter is equal to 
0.003392 Gm. of AgNO,, and the latter is equal to 0.002582 of 
iodoform. The iodoform under investigation must be free from 
soluble and insoluble halogens, as lead iodide, ete. 


ADULTERATED DRUGS AND CHEMICALS. 


The first publication issued from the recently established 
drug laboratory of the U. S. Department of Agriculture is just 
about to be published under the title of “ Adulterated Drugs 
and Chemicals,” and is based on results of original work and 
of research as well on: First, Inferior Drugs; second, Rose 
Geranium Oil and its Substitutes; third, Phenacetin; Methods 
of Analysis and Commercial Status. The work bears evidence 
of care and expert knowledge in its preparation, and should be 
of great value coming as it does with the force of Governmental 
authority. The first portion of the pamphlet in its tone re- 
sembles very much some of the papers which Lyman F. Kebler, 
its author, submitted to the American Pharmaceutical Associa- 
tion before his association with the Department of Agriculture. 
Fortunately his intimate knowledge of the practical aspects of 
the pharmaceutical laboratory, while it has given him in- 
formation upon the variety and extent of adulteration practiced 
by dealers in drugs and their preparations, has also given him 
a certain breadth of view and conservatism which is not infre- 
quently absent from bureau chiefs. Public servants have 
an unfortunate tendency to look upon themselves as masters 
rather than servants. 

No effort is made in the pamphlet to gloss over or disguise 
the fact, that adulteration is wide spread and is carried to 
an extreme which is open to the most severe criticism, but these 
facts are not stated in that flamboyant style characteristic of 
the yellow school of journalism, but are recorded in a simple 
straightforward manner which should serve as a warning to 
manufacturers and dealers, many of whose sins are sins of 
carelessness. For instance, a shipment of a car load of C. P. 
glycerin is referred to which was shipped in iron drums Con- 
taining a sediment, consisting of iron scales, fibrous material 
and other debris. This glycerin was quite likely pure when 


put into the drums but through carelessness in failing to clean. 


the drums it was in a badly contaminated condition when it 
reached the consumer and was consequently rejected. 

The author criticises severely the present loose and inadquate 
method of labeling chemicals, stating that the words “ Chem- 
ically Pure” with their various modifications and equivalents 
are so loosely applied as to mean nothing at all, and commends 
as a step in the right direction the labeling of chemicals as 
free from those particular impurities which render them ob- 
jectionable for certain uses, provided of course that the label 
truly represents the character of the article. Unfortunately 
he has found chemicals labeled “Free from Manganese,” 
“ Arsenic Free,” “ Free from Silver,” etc., in which the state- 
ment on the label was not substantiated on examination of the 
product. 

ARBITRARY STANDARD OF PURITY. 

Mr. Kebler points out the dangers resulting from the es- 
tablishment of Pharmacopeial standards which do not provide 
for contingencies which are not infrequently met with. 

The paper on Rose Geranium Oil and substitutes which 
forms part II of the pamphlet we publish in full in another 
column of this issue. 

The third portion of the pamphlet is of value as it com- 
prises a comprehensive history of phenacetin, beginning with 


the work of Cahours in 1843 on the Constitution of Oil of 
Gaultheria Procumbens and including the latest aspects of the 
matter. The attitude of the author on the question of medi- 
cinal patents may be inferred from the following extract from 
an historical note covering antipyrin: 

“But antipyrin did not possess any industrial value and 
could not be sold as a patented remedy, for France, in the en- 
deavor to hold the interests of suffering humanity above the 
interest of the individual inventor; does not grant patents 
on medicinal agents. The result was that antipyrin was not 
employed openly in France during the life of the patent.” 

THE PHENACETIN PATENT. 

The text of the phenacetin patent is given in full and com- 
mented on as follows: 

“On reading the phenacetin patent (Hinsberg) it will be 
observed that this patent is for the product and the descriptive 
portion or specification sets forth a process by which this 
product is made. In an attack on the validity of the patent 
the patentees took shelter behind this claim, alleging that the 
invention resided in the product and not in the process. The 
patentee undoubtedly felt that there was nothing new in the proc- 
ess described, and it was a necessity to draft the patent in such 
a manner as to permit the above construction. There is noth- 
ing new in the process. Every step was well known to chem- 
ists long prior to the time of application for the patent. The 
only useful improvement in the process was its application on 
a commercial scale, and there could have been little hope of 
successfully defending such a process-in case of an attack. The 
claim for the product seems to be quite safe, for there is noth- 
ing available in ordinary chemical literature that conclusively 
anticipated the patent. The ‘crystalline solid’ of Hallock, 
spoken of above, was undoubtedly impure phenacetin, but his 


‘information concerning the product was not sufficient anticipa- 


tion, in-the opinion of the courts, to invalidate a useful patent. 

“The patent has been declared good and valid in law by 
the United States Circuit Court for the Eastern District of 
Pennsylvania and the decision of the lower court has been 
affirmed on appeal. O. Hinsberg must therefore at present be 
considered the acknowledged discoverer of phenacetin.” 

The question of the status of the patent laws upon the sub- 
ject of medicinal chemicals is treated of and as will be seen 
from the following excerpt the author is inclined to support 
the special commission appointed to revise the patent laws by 
President McKinley in declining to alter those laws so as to 
prohibit the patenting of medicinal products. This attitude 
seems rather at variance with his evident commendation of 
the French law which does not permit the patenting of medi- 
cinal products. 

“ The underdying principle of our patent laws is to stimulate 
and protect invention. As a patent covering a new product 
prevents the production of the article during its life by other 
processes, even those which may be more economical, the in- 
ventor of a new process for the preparation of a patented prod- 
uct will be prevented by the owner of the product patent from 
practicing his new process during the life of the patent. To 
this extent the patent laws may be said to temporarily dis- 
courage the invention of new and more economical processes 
for the production of such patented products; but if to remedy 
such difficulty the protection by patent should be removed 
from this class of products, these would be left unprotected 
as a class of useful inventions. It is generally admitted that 
our patent laws do work hardships in a few cases like phenace- 
tin, but if they were modified so as to remedy such difficulties 
much greater ones would become involved. Though inequal- 
ities exist, our patent laws as a whole are considered by those 
who have made a study of the subject to be the best in the 
world. 

“The commission appointed by President McKinley to revise 
the United States patent and trade-mark laws did not see its 
way clear to make the changes desired by the American Phar- 
maceutical Association. For this the commission has been 
criticised harshly by .uwe pharmaceutical press, which expresses 
surprise that the recommendations of the association named 
were ignored. While the recommendations appear to be reason- 
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able, it must be remembered that our patent laws are general 
and of the large number of patents granted in the United 
States, chemicals and medicinal remedies constitute only a 
small percentage. Such changes would involve special (class) 
legislation for a comparatively few articles, which Congress 
is very much disinclined to enact, for experience has shown 
that the results are frequently far from satisfactory.” 


THE ANT IN MEDICINE.’ 


Every philosophic student of the history of human prog- 
ress in general, and of the practice of the art of healing in 
particular, must be cognizant of the fact that the craving for 
novelty, which is so prominent a characteristic of homo sapiens 
—and especially in the most progressive communities—has 
been the principal cause of our neglect of many important 
therapeutic agents. Some of these are resuscitated when their 
former fame has become so completely forgotten that a renewal 
of the acquaintance furnishes a new item or (antiquarian) 
novelty. This fact is exemplified by a recent communication 
to the Lyon Médical, by M. Clement, on the action of formic 
acid. 

Although formic aldehyd had of recent years obtained. rec- 
ognition in scientific therapeutics, the corresponding acid was 
ignored in that department. Yet, in the seventeenth century— 
when animal therapeutics were much in vogue—a prepara- 
tion of ants formed the principal ingredients of Hoffman’s 
“Vinegar of Magnanimity,” which enjoyed a European repu- 
tation as a stimulating cordial, stomachic and diuretic. M. 
Clement experimented on himself by taking 10 drops of formic 
acid (in vichy water) four times a day. A sodium formate 
was, of course, thus formed. After 24 hours he experienced a 
distinct feeling of muscular excitement, with an increased 
capability of performing violent and fatiguing muscular exer- 
tions of all kinds. Those feelings were tested by ergographic 
records, which gave the most satisfactory corroboration. The 
sensations of muscular weakness and heaviness after severe 
exertion were to a great extent removed. Under the influence 
of the drug, the increase of arterial tension produced by severe 
effort was also markedly less. 

It is suggested that the enormous capacity for exertion, in 
proportion to individual bulk, which ants notably possess, may 
be in some way dependent on this fact. Their unparalleled 
energy did not escape the observation of the all-knowing Jewish 
monarch: “Go to the ant, thou sluggard, consider her ways, 
and be wise.” Full evidence of the popularity of ants as an 
item of British materia medica is to be found in The New Lon- 
don Dispensatory, which received the imprimatur in 1676. 
One section of this quaint old volume is worth reading in this 
connection: “Formica Murmos, Mituné. The Pismire, or Ant. 
It is a small, but a wise Creature, gathering its food in Sum- 
mer in the full Moons, and resting in the new Moons. They 
are like a Commonwealth, and gather Corn, which they dry, and 
bite at both ends that they may not grow; they wear away 
Stones of their assiduity, and make beaten Roadways; they 
help one another in drawing their burthens, dam out water, 
and bury their dead. The greater lead the way, and the lesser 
drag the corn; and when dirty they cleanse themselves before 
they enter into their habitations. They teach their young to 
labour, but expel the idle, and when they carry their 
grain, it’s said to be a sign of foul weather. Tey cast up the 
Earth over the mouths of their Caves (that the water may not 
enter in), wherein they have cells; in the one they live, in 
another they breed and bury, and in the third they keep their 
Corn. They generate in Winter, bring forth Eggs, which in 
Spring are Ants; when old, they grow winged, and then sud- 
denly after die. 1. The Ants are hot and dry, excite Lust, and 
by their sharp scent, wonderfully refresh .the spirits; the 
greater and winged, with a little salt, cure the Psora, or Scab, 
and Leprosie. 2. Their Eggs help thickness of hearing and 
deafness; being rub’d on the skin, make it smooth; and taken 
inwardly, expel wind; their Eggs with Bats’ blood is a depila- 
tory, used three or four times a day. 3. The Acervus, or Ant- 
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hill, strengthens the Nerves, is Anodyne, and helps Gouts, 
Palsies, Convulsions, and Suffocation of the Wombs being ap- 
plied. 4. The Oyl of winged Ants, by infusion for 40 days, 
provokes Lust, and helps the Gout and Palsie. 5. Liquor 
Formicarum. Take them cleansed, put them into a narrow- 
mouth’d Glass, stop it, set it in brown bread in an Oven, and 
take it out therewith, which filter and keep for use. Inwardly 
it causeth maghanimity, and cures the stone; outwardly, it 
helps suffusion of the Eyes, cures the Itch, and dissipates 
Corns and Warts.” 


INTEMPERANCE IN DRUGS. 


In a three-column article in the London Daily Graphic on 
the “ Drug Habit,” a physician combats the assertion that the 
excessive drug taking alleged to be prevalent at the present day 
is the outcome of the neurotic stage to which modern civiliza- 
tion has attained. Herodotus, he points out, tells of the Scyth- 
ian warrior who used to build a fire inside his tent, throw 
upon it some seeds of the Indian hemp, and lie down on his 
couch of skins to enjoy the fascination of one of the most subtle 
intoxicants known to-modern science. Alcohol, tea and tobacco 
are all drugs whose use is more or less abused, but he mentions 
particularly a list of 14 drugs for the habitual use of which he 
has had to treat patients in his own practice. The doctor tells 
of a lady artist, a martyr to headaches, who used to keep a box 
of antipyrin by her easel, shovel some of the analgesic into the 
palm of her hand, and eat it as she worked. One day she over- 
did it, and it took two hours to pull her around. Caffeine, accord- 
ing to this writer, has many admirers. A young married lady 
of his acquaintance, who suffers from neuralgia, cannot travel 
without her box of caffeine tabloids. But the most remarkable 
appears to be the “ ginger habit.” On this point he says: 

“A patient of mine used to eat 2 and 3 pounds of ginger root 
in the 24 hours. The habit led to grave and well nigh fatal di- 
gestive disturbances. Cases are recorded by other medical men 
which have produced fatal results. Spirituous essence of ginger 
is highly popular with ladies subject to types of dyspepsia. It 
is generally taken diluted with hot water and mixed with sugar, 
and occasionally takes the place of ordinary alcoholic beverages. 
One old lady patient, who was avowedly a teetotaller, used to 
consume 4 to 6 ounces of essence of ginger, containing more 
alcohol than a bottle of whiskey, in 24 to 28 hours. Constant 
use of the drug is most pernicious in its results.” 

He gives instances of the use of other medicated forms of 
alcohol. One lady consumed 10 ounces of sal volatile a day, 
while another bought her eau de cologne by the case and drank 
several dozen a week. A third used to get in compound tincture 
of cardamoms in bulk fron{ a wholesale house and drink it by 
the quart. : 


SOME PERFUME FORMULAS. 
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Queries and Answers 
We shall be glad, in this department, to respond to calls for information on all pharmaceutic matters. 





The Preparation of Radium.—K. M.—It is impossible to 
give any satisfactory brief process for the extraction of radium. 
The source of the radium used by the Curies is the pitchblende 
of the Joachimsthal mines,or rather what remains of the pitch- 
blende after the uranium contained in it has been extracted. 
As radium is found in these residues in the form of an in- 
soluble sulphate, water is first freely used to wash away the 
soluble matters. The raw material contains ‘lead, lime, silica, 
iron, copper, zinc, cobalt, bismuth, barium, and arsenic in 
various forms of combination, but mostly as oxides. The in- 
soluble portions are treated with sodium carbonate. The ra- 
dium and barium sulphates transformed into carbonates are 
attacked by hydrochloric acid, and the solution after filtration 
is precipitated with sulphuric acid. This treatment yields 
“ radiferous ” barium sulphate mixed with lime, iron and lead. 
To purify this a long series of manipulations and transforma- 
tions is necessary, the substance being finally converted into 
chlorides which are washed again with hydrochloric acid. 
This represents the work in the rough and further conversion and 
purification are necessary, pure radium chloride being separated 
in the laboratory from the radiferous barium chloride by re- 
peated crystallization from water and finally radium bromide, 
the sensitive radioactive substance now being used, is turned 
out, nearly a month’s time being consumed in the process. 


To Detannate Tincture of Digitalis.—C. W. D. asks if we 
can give him a method or formula for detannating fluid ex- 
tract of digitalis and tincture of digitalis so that they might 
be mixed with tincture of iron. 

It is difficult to suggest a method of detannating the prepara- 
tions named which would not at the same time interfere with 
their therapeutic properties. The effort should be directed 
rather to changing the character of the iron compound, and 
nothing of this kind should be done without a previous con- 
sultation with the prescriber. 


A Test for Uric Acid in Urine.—J. S. B—We would 
ordinarily refer you to the text books of uranalysis for detailed 
particulars of the various tests employed for the estimation of 
uric acid in urine, but Dr. W. E. Dreyfus, the chemist of the 
General Drug Department, Bellevue Hospital, New York, has 
recently called our attention to the new Hopkins-Folin method 
which is asserted to be accurate. As used in several of the 
pathological laboratories connected with the hospitals of the 
Department of Public Charities of the City of New York, the 
following is the customary procedure: 

Reagents necessary: (1) A solution containing ammonium 
sulphate, 500 Gm.; uranium acetate, 5 Gm.; acetic acid, 10 
per cent., 66 Cc. dissolved in sufficient distilled water to make 
i litre. (2) A one-twentieth normal solution of potassium 
permanganate. 

To 300 Cc. of the urine contained in a beaker glass add 75 
Ce. of the ammonium sulphate reagent and mix thoroughly. 
After the precipitate is settled sufficiently—say, about five 
minutes—filter through a doubled folder filter. When 250 Cc. 
of the filtrate has passed through, the volume is divided into 
two portions of 125 Cc., each to serve as duplicates. To each 
portion add 5 Cc. of concentrated water of ammonia, mix 
thoroughly and allow to stand over night. The precipitated 
ammonium urate is then transferred to a filter and washed 
with a 10 per cent. solution of ammonium sulphate followed 
by 100 Cc. of distilled water; now add 15 Cc. of concentrated 
sulphuric acid and immediately titrate with one-twentieth 
normal solution of potassium permanganate until the first per- 
manent. tinge of pink color appears. I Cc. of potassium 


permanganate solution is the equivalent of 3.75 milligrams of 
uric acid. From this it is easy to calculate the amount in 
24 hours. 

A shorter process consists in the precipitation of uric acid 


with ammonium chloride. 30 Gm. of ammonium chloride are 
added to 100 Cc. of urine and the mixture allowed to stand over 
night, the resulting ammonium urate being washed finally with 
cold saturated solution of ammonium chloride and afterwards 
dissolved in about 100 Ce. of hot water, to which 15 Cc. of con- 
centrated sulphuric acid is subsequently added. The solution 
is then titrated with one-twentieth normal solution of potas- 
sium permanganate as before. 


Elixir of Glycerophosphates.—B. and A.—Wm. C. Kirch- 
gessner contributed a paper on this subject to the Michigan 
State Pharmaceutical Association last year, in which he spoke 
of the difficulty of keeping the calcium glycerophosphate in 
solution as being one of the principal obstacles to be en- 
countered in the preparation of the elixer. After experiment- 
ing with citric acid, combinations of citric acid and potassium 
citrate, citric acid and phosphoric acid, and 85 per cent. phos- 
phoric acid aud menstruums of sherry wine in different pro- 
portions with alcohoi, simple elixir and prune juice, he found 
tne following combination to give the best results, yielding a 
permanent and palatable elixir: 


Sodium glycerophosphate................. 3ij gr. viij 
Calcium glycerophosphate.................. ai gr. iv 
Phosphoric acid (85 per cent.)............... fl. 3ij 
ce OE OTE EEE Ee oe fl. Ziv 
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Dissolve the calcium glycerophosphate in two fluid ounces 
of prune juice to which the phosphoric acid has been pre- 
viously added, and dissolve the sodium glycerophosphate in the 
remaining prune juice previously mixed with the syrup and 
fluid orange. Mix the two solutions and filter, if necessary. 


Green Coloring for a Liquid Preparation.—H. H. M. 
writes: “I have an antiseptic solution which I would like to 
color a bright green. Can you suggest a substance or sub- 
stances of a harmless nature that could be used to produce the 
desired results?” 

The safest coloring substance for use in a preparation in- 
tended either for internal administration or for application 
to the skin is the coloring matter of leaves, chlorophyll. A 
tincture of spinach or of grass made by macerating 2 ounces 
of the freshly cut leaves in a pint of alcohol for five days will 
be found to give good results. If the pure coloring substance 
is wanted the solvent should be evaporated off. 


Artificial Coloring of Flowers.—P. S. M. wishes to know 
how white carnation pinks are colored green, as they are some- 
times seen upon the market. 

It is our understanding that the method employed by florists 
to impart a green color to the white petals of “ carnation pinks ” 
consists of allowing long stemmed flowers to stand in water 
containing in solution a soluble green aniline dye. When the 
flowers are fresh they are supposed to absorb the fluid greedily 
and the dye is carried to the petals in this way, but we have 
no personal knowledge of how the method works out in practice. 
We have also seen it stated somewhere that the plant will 
absorb the dye if it is added in watery solution to the earth 
surrounding the growing plant. 


“Shaving Powder.”—W. R. A. writes: “Can you give 
me the formula for a preparation that will remove hair 
from the face without the use of a razor? I apply to you be- 
cause our local newspaper has printed an item regarding the 
use of some such substitute for the razor in the wards of Belle 
vue Hospital.” 

Our correspondent’s inquiry has reference evidently to an 
exaggerated newspaper story which was put in circulation 
shortly after the publication of the Sixth Revised Edition of the 
Hospital Formulary of the Department of Public Charities. 
The work in question contains a formula for a depilatory pow- 
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der, the active ingredient of. which is barium sulphide. This 
formula originated with Dr. Dreyfus, the chemist of the de- 
partment, and is as follows: 
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I WD bo as ds Sak ove ceblgccectaseeecsee 5 
eh 25 or 54g. p's ads a 5.0 6 add 4 09.004 a wae ks 6 ate 35 
IN NE a aia a aig $151056,4 0 0:0 4-4 view s'euw Ob 0 mielee wa-eleie.'s 35 
ee Ae ENNIS 0 Sle. a dive pn 6 ovo 6 Nae Wdle wrblw ao Welewee'é q.8. 


The directions for applying this powder to the part from 
which it is desired to remove the hair stand thus: Make 1 
teaspoonful of the powder into a paste with 3 teaspoonfuls of 
water, and apply to the parts with an ordinary shaving brush 
in a moderately thick and even layer. After four or five 
minutes the parts should be moistened with a sponge, when, 
after another five minutes, the hair can be removed by washing 
off the mass. 

For the success of a depilatory powder containing barium 
sulphide it is highly important that the sulphide be as fresh 
as possible and it must not have become oxidized by exposure 
to air. 

The Makers of Synthetic Camphor.—E. M. Jr. writes: 
“Noting in your issue of the 9th inst., in Market Report, of 
a manufactory of artificial camphor located at Port Chester, 
N. Y., I am desirous of learning the business name and address 
of this concern and would greatly appreciate any information 
in relation to same.” 

The new synthetic camphor is made by the Port Chester 
Chemical Company, who may be addressed at Port Chester, 
N. Y. Details of the method of manufacture and physical 
properties of the product are given in an article printed else- 
where in this issue. 


Correspondence. 
Plato, Not Meredith. 
To the Editor: 

Sir,—Thanks for your kindly notice of my lay-sermon. 
The reference to the Aphrodites is not George Meredith, but 
Plato, who puts the two loves of men so beautifully under 
this figure. W. OSLER. 

BALTIMORE, January 17, 1904. 


Alternative Formulas. 


AN OPEN LETTER TO THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THD UNITED STATES 
PHARMACOPCIAL CONVENTION. 


Ever since the change made in the official formulas of sub- 
stituting parts by weight, and which was subsequently followed 
by metric apportionment, trade and professional interest in the 
Pharmacopeia has been withdrawn and transferred to com- 
mentaries. In other words pharmacists, instead of indicating 
a preference for the work of authority, absolutely ignore it, 
and in its place we find the various Dispensatories, Com- 
panions, &c. Not that I would say aught against these most 
useful, indispensable repositories of information, for they do 
more toward instructing the student—educating him, as it is 
usually expressed than the Pharmacop@ia. Each work should 
occupy a distinct field. The Pharmacopa@ia, however, must be 
a book of working formulas, and these as plain, simple and 
direct as science in her modesty can make them. 

I would like to suggest that the Committee of Revision, in 
anticipation of the same conditions prevailing in the future 
which have predominated in the past, do all in their power to 
prevent a continuance of this plight. It has operated during 
the past two decades, and presumably will continue unless steps 
are taken to overcome it, and, with this end in view, I advisedly 
suggest that alternative formulas, in definite common weights 
and measures, be presented, as is done by the British Pharma- 
copeia. Not that I would favor apeing that work, but that we 
exercise good, wholesome judgment in discriminating what is 
useful from that which is practically useless. The sale of 
copies of ,the last revision was in a measure satisfactory, but 
this was due almost entirely to the fact that schools of phar- 
macy and medicine insisted:upon students securing it as a text 
book. 

To continue the work with the metric system alone is to 


willfully relegate it to a place among useless publications. 
Curcago, Itt., January 7, 1904. F. M. GoopMan. 
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By W. A. DAWSON 
Under this head will appear suggestions and plans for increas- 
ing trade, advertising experiences, information, and notes of 
interest useful to the pharmacist in the preparation of his ad- 


vertising matter. Specimens of current advertising will be 
reproduced, with suggestive analysis and criticism, and queries 
relative to advertising matters will be answered. To aboid 
delay address communications to the Department of Business 
Building, AMERICAN DRUGGIST, 66 West Broadway, N. ~ J 











THE PHARMACIST’S ADVERTISING. 


Differing as does his business from that of all other retail 
dealers, the pharmacist’s advertising differs in some important 
respects from that of any other retailer. 

Leaving out the big downtown stores of the larger cities 
the average pharmacy is a neighborhood store whose possible 
clientele are the people living within a short distance and a 
greater or less number of wayfarers whose pursuit of business 
or pleasure calls them that way. 

On account of the semi-professional character of the phar- 
macist’s calling the individuality of the proprietor of a drug 
store figures to a greater extent than it does in any other re- 
tail business. 

Pharmacy, if not the consort, is at least the handmaid of 
medicine and most people, nowadays, select their pharmacist 
as they do their physician and for the same reasons—belief in 
personal integrity and professional ability. 

This is a practice that is growing constantly among the 
more intelligent and better educated classes, and is a result 
of the great advance in pharmaceutical education and techni- 
cal training that has been made in the past 20 years. The 
enforcement of pure food and drug laws and the anti-substi- 
tution cry of the patent medicine makers have also been con- 
tributing causes in this movement. 

His individuality, then, is the pharmacist’s most valuable 
business asset and his strongest advertising card. All of his 
advertising should bear the impress of his individuality, and 
give expression and emphasis to it. Where the business is 
a partnership or company affair the advertising should ex- 
press the individuality of the establishment—have the “ atmos- 
phere ”’ and local color of the store. . 

No one can write the advertising matter for a pharmacy 
haif so satisfactorily as the proprietor or someone actively 
connected with the management of that particular store. 

To write good, strong, business advertising for the pharmacy 
one must be on the inside—intimately acquainted with every 
detail of the business he advertises and have some little knowl- 
edge of the likes and dislikes of the public he addresses. 

It is useless for one to say that he cannot write the adver- 
tising matter for his business. He must—or go out of business. 
If it has not yet got to that point it will sooner or later. 

Advertising is a development of modern business conditions 
and the man who cannot write must learn this branch of the 
business or he will some day find himself relegated to the rear 
with the rest of the unfit. Nowhere does the law of the sur- 
vival of the fittest work so surely or so rapidly as in business 
life. 

If it is rightly gone about, the pharmacist will find that the 
writing of his advertising matter is an easy, pleasant, profitable 
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and most interesting occupation. The great obstacle to suc- 
cess is the idea that in writing advertising one must say bright, 
sparkling, clever things. 

Good advertising is just good, common sense talk about a 
good article. Just be yourself and talk naturally on paper 
as you would talk to a customer over the counter. 

Do not get the idea that advertising is to amuse or enter- 
tain the reader. The province of advertising is to inform, 
to instruct, to offer argument and inducement and explain to 
the buying public the merits of the goods and service that you 
offer. 

The end and aim of all advertising is to sell goods. 

The best way to sell an article is to tell all there is to tell 
about it simply, directly, in a business like way, without any 
beating about the bush or working in any jokes or anecdotes. 
There are thousands of interesting things to talk about in the 
average drug store. The trouble is that the facts are so close 
to the pharmacist he does not see them. Every day facts that 
are so trite and common to him that he does not see the adver- 
tising points in them, are of absorbing interest to the general 
public, when they are worked up into a business talk. 

Give your information plainly, give reasons briefly, advance 
argument clearly. Use plain straightforward language, short 
words and short sentences, short paragraphs. 

Don’t put in any rhetorical flourishes or strive for literary 
style. Stick to business strictly. Let professional or other 
advertisement writers be as ornate as they please, but make 
your own ad’s plain and clear, each one of them a business 
message over your personal signature. 


Criticism and Comment. 


The department editor desires to urge upon the readers 
of Business Building the desirability of submitting for criti- 
cism advertisements which are timely and fresh. The adver- 
tiser should send us proof as soon as received, not even waiting 
for the advertisement to be printed and distributed, and in 
so far as the pressure of matter will permit, we will endeavor 
to publish his criticism promptly, thus enhancing its value 
both to the advertiser and to our readers generally. It may 
not always be possible to publish promptly everything that is 
sent in, but an effort will be made to do so, and in any case 
our readers will receive greater benefit by the prompt submis- 
sion for criticism of any interesting or novel advertising gotten 
up by them rather than to wait until the matter has become 
stale and timeworn. 


GOOD CIRCULARS SPOILED IN THE PRINTING. 


‘From Foote’s Pharmacy, Archibald, Pa., a small town in 
the coal region, between Scranton and Carbondale, comes a 
six page folder printed on canary bond paper measuring 6 
x 9 inches, six pages and folding thrice to fit a No. 6 envelope. 
Prescription work is the subject matter and it is interestingly 
and convincingly presented. The advertising talk is given 
on four of the six pages, each page containing a chapter under 
a separate caption and beginning with a fancy initial of the 
“Post” series. 

The yellow paper makes it impossible to reproduce in photo- 
engraving the matter, so we give two extracts: 


Some People 


Think that all drug stores are very much the same. How unjust 
that is! As there is a difference in lawyers and a difference in doctors, 
so there is'a vast difference in druggists. Some carry the best drugs 
and some don’t. Some do skillful prescription work and some don’t. 
Some are extremely careful about checking and safeguarding every pre- 
carious part of the work, while others are not at all careful. 

When you have a prescription filled at our store you can depend that 
it is filled just as the doctor wishes it to be filled. That none but the 
best and purest medicines are u t itis filled by a man legally 

ualified to fill prescriptions. And that the price is right and reason- 
able, in every respect. 

We invite your prescription trade, and assure satisfaction in every 
particular. 


Foote’s Pharmacy. 


About Prices 


Our prices for putting prescriptions will always be found just and 
fair, when it is remembered that we use none but the very purest and 
best materials. We buy our drugs and chemicals from reputable firms, 
and pay the prices that secure the best quality in the drug market. 
Our schedule of prices is not based upon the prices that prevail in 
Scranton or Carbondale, but on the prevailing prices in the small towns 
through the valley, and in many cases we are below these prices. 

We like prescription work. It is the most interesting part of our 
store. What a man likes and is interested in, you can usually count 
on his doing well. It is especially true in our case, at least. 

We invite you to bring or send your prescriptions to us. You cav 
rest assured that we will take care of them to your own and your doc- 
tor’s entire satisfaction. 


Foote’s Pharmacy. 


The folder is printed in blue-black two-tone ink with the 
head line at top, and address line at bottom of each page in 
red. A plain rule border around the matter on the two outside 
pages of the folder is also in red. The color scheme is an 
unfortunate one at best and is made worse by the weak and 
dirty red ink used. There is but one red, a deep and rich, 
yet brilliant shade, that looks even passable 2 yellow and it 
takes a master color printer and much mixing and comparing 
with the particular paper to be used to find it. A bright shade 
of green would have been better and the result would have 
been distinctive had it been well printed in the one—blue-black 
—ink. We say well printed and mention its faults at length 
because all the faults of this folder are printer’s faults. The 
printing is scandalously slighted, an object lesson in what one 
sometimes has to contend with in getting out an ambitious 
piece of advertising. After doing such good work in getting 
up the matter, Mr. Foote is unfortunate in having it framed 
in such a manner. Besides the faults mentioned a word has 
been dropped out to make a line “ justify ” easier, the ink lacks 
body and contains too much “ gloss,” making it too stiff and 
sticky to work well. To take off the ink, clean up the press‘and 
mix up ink of proper body and consistency suitable to the paper 
and temperature is a troublesome job; it is much easier to make 
the impression heavy and the ink light—but the ink is very 
thin and jams the type hard into the paper. Thé impression 
on this folder is extremely thin and light. Every joint in the 
border shows and some parts of the initials have left their 
impressions on the paper, but no ink. 


A SERIES OF MAIL ADVERTISEMENTS. 


W. J. Boulet, Green Bay, Wis., sends a circular letter and 
three mailing cards, forming a series that begins with a cir- 
cular letter explaining the ease with which goods can be 
ordered from him by telephone and ending with a talk about 





QUALITY 


The greatest thing in the world is not the saving of a few 
pennies. There is a saving which does not save. In drugs and 
medicine quality is of first importance every time. Nothing else 
is of any importance. The size of the bottle has nothing to do 
with the cost of its real value. Is there any profit or satisfaction 
or reason in saving possibly several cents on a prescription and 
— medicine of an inferior quality? Medicine prepared from 

rugs of an inferior quality, by careless or hurried or inexperi- 
enced clerks, is costly at any price. What do you care about the 
price on a prescription, provided you get exactly what your physt- 
cian prescribes, compounded from the purest drugs, by an ex- 
perienced, reliable pharmacist of the highest standing? Above all 
other considerations the one thing to insist upon is quality. 

We do expert. trustworthy prescription work. We use only 
the purest drugs of the highest quality. We charge a fair price 
—No more, no less. We never overcharge on prescriptions. We 
safeguard every detail from the time.we receive the prescription 
unti} the medicine is in cur customer’s hands. 

How can a druggist charge a lower price for filling a prescrip- 
tion than perhaps only one of the drugs in that presctiption costs 
(if the purest quality is used) and still claim to do prescription 
work of the highest quality? On the face of it there is something 
wrong. Look for quality in prescription work—not price. 

Quality is the only thing we think of in our prescription de- 
partment—the highest possible quality of drugs, the highest pos- 
sible — of work, exact and unvarying compliance with every 
prescription as written by the physician. We desire prescription 
customers who appreciate quality. 

Our wish is that we may do your prescription work. You are 
at liberty to — us any prescription, written by any physician 
on any druggist’s blank. Our charges are always fair and reason- 
able—never excessive. We stand for quality, first, last and al- 
ways. Bear in mind that we will call for your prescription and de- 
liver it to you without extra cost—Just Telephone. 

, W. J. BOULBT, 
PRESCRIPTION DRUGGIST, 
614 South Broadway. © 
IF YOU GET IT AT BOULET’S IT’S GOOD. 





A GOOD CIRCULAR ON QUALITY. 
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quality printed. on a tag-board mailing card 9 x 11 inches in 
size. The second of the series “If You Can’t Come, Tele 
phone,” is a 4% x 11 mailing card and the third, “ Six-eight- 





W. J. BOULi'1, 
Druggist, 
614 8S. BROADWAY, 
Telephone 683-2. 


DEAR MADAM: 

We notice that you have a telephone in your house, and we thought 
that you would be interested in knowing how we sell drug store goods 
and deliver medicines by telephone. 

You can call us up any time and tell us what drug store articles, 
sick-room goods or any drug store articles you need, and we will send 
them right out to you. If you cannot describe just what you want, we 
can send you a variety to select from. There is no charge for this 
pave ere, nor does it make any difference what part of the town 

ou_ live in. 
. If your physician tells you to get a certain drug, you can telephone 
right down and we will send it right out to you; or if he gives you a 
rescription, you can telephone us and we will send our messenger for 
t. Then, when we have prepared the medicine, the messenger will take 
it to you in less time than you could come yourself or send for it. 

Plase understand that this is no “ trouble” to us; we are soliciting 
trade from a selected number of customers, and would be happy to place 
your name on the list. 

We want you to understand the character of our drug store. Every- 
thing done here is done with a view of increasing the reliability of our 
work. When quality is considered, there are no prices in town lower 
than ours, but we will not handle any but GENUINE, reliable goods. 

Order by telephone, or any way most convenient to yourself; if you 
are near the store come in and make your purchase in person. 

Trade with us and we will do all in our power to give you a sat- 
isfactory service. Yours very truly, 

W. J. BouLet. 


NO. 1 IN THE TELEPHONE SERIES, 


GREEN Bay, WIS., October 6, 1903. 





CIRCULAR LETTER. 


three-ring-two,” is 4 x 7. They were sent out by mail at inter- 
vals of two weeks. Mr. Boulet informs us that they “ did busi- 
ness” and that the results were very satisfactory. 

We produce the text of the series in full. They are full 
of good stuff, not that they are perfect examples of English 





six-eight-three-ring-two 


is our telephone number, and the telephone is especially for your use. 
Whenever you want anything that we sell and can’t very well come 
to the store for it, call us up, tell us what you want, and we'll see 
that it is promptly delivered to you. 

We receive telephone orders every day from all parts of the city. 
There is no reason why we should not receive yours. 

Ww. J. BOULET, 
PRESCRIPTION DRUGGIST, 


If You Get It at Boulet’s It’s Good. 614 South Broadway. 





POSTAL CARD, MEASURING 7 x 314 INCHES. 


composition, but because they have the vital spark of good 
advertising—earnestness that holds the reader’s attention—and 
convinces one of the sincerity of the advertiser. This some- 
thing that tells us here is a man full of enthusiasm for his 





If, You Can’t Come, Telephone 


We want to remind you of the convenience of the telephone in 
buying drug store goods. ‘ 

We want you to telephone us your orders when in need of such 
goods. We want you to telephone us when you have a prescrip- 
tion to fill—we will call for it and deliver the medicine to you, and 
at no extra cost. 

Or, you can have your doctor Telephone the prescription to us. 

We would like to have you see our new line of Hot Water Bot- 
tles. If you can’t come in, telephone us and we’ll send an assort- 
pee for you to choose from. e have them at various prices and 
styles. 

Remember, this is n6 trouble to us. We want your trade for 
all kinds of drug store goods, and assure you that small favors 
will be appreciated. 

W. J. BOULET, 


OuR TELEPHONE NO. 
PRESCRIPTION DRUGGIST, 


683 ring 2. 
“If yon get it at Boulet’s, It’s Good.” 614 South Broadway. 





POSTAL CARD, MEASURING 9 x 3% INCHES. 


calling begets confidence and trade follows the confidence of 
the public, invariably. It will make live news of the tritest 
of facts. Like inspiration, it is the spirit that gives life to 
printed words and is lost when one thinks more of the form 
than of the subject matter, and strives after literary style 
or clever writing. 


A Cuban Pharmacist’s Appreciation. 

With the season’s compliments, I have to say. that your 
paper is up to date and deserving of the praises I have been 
reading of it. H. CASAMAJOR. 

Santiago, Cusa, January 11, 1904. 


THE PHARMACISTS’ AD CALENDAR FOR 
FEBRUARY. 


Seasonable Topics for Advertising Talks, List of Holidays and 
Events, Business Hints, etc. 
Holidays and Events. 
12th, Lincoln’s Birthday. 14th, St. Valentine’s Day. 
22d, Washington’s Birthday. 
17th, Ash Wednesday—Beginning of Lent. 


Ad Topics: 


CouGH AND CoLp CuREs. 
CATARRH REMEDIES. 


Hor WATER Bags. 
FOUNTAIN SYRINGES. 


ATOMIZERS AND OTHER RUB- DoucHES, GARGLES, SPRAys, 
BER GOODS. ETC. 
THERMOMETERS. CHEST PROTECTORS. 


PLAYING CARDS. 

CaRD ParRTy SUPPLIES. 

PAPER NAPKINS, PRIZES, Fa- 
vors, TALLIES, Etc. 

SURGICAL DRESSINGS. 

ANTITOXIN. 

PRESCRIPTION. WORK. 

CoRN CURES. 


PAPER AND CHAMOIS VESTS. 

Cop Liver OI. 

CHAPPED HANDS REMEDIES. 

Beer EXTRACTS AND BOUILLON 
MATERIALS, 

Sick Room Comrorts. 

NUTRITIVE TONICS. 

HEADACHE CURES. 


PLASTERS FOR BacK AND #£DYSPEPSIA REMEDIES. 

CHEST. p Foor Powpers. 
LINIMENTS. COMPLEXION POWDERS AND 
CHILBLAIN APPLICATIONS. LOTIONS. 


MANICURE Goops. 

CouGcH Drops AND TROCHES. 

VETERINARY REMEDIES AND 
DoG MEDICINES. 

STATIONERY AND STATIONERS’ 
SUNDRIES. 


CONDITION POWDERS. 
PoULTRY Foops. 
BuTTER COoLor. 
Stock Foops. 


Mexican Inspection of Food and Other Products. 


William W. Canada, United States Consul at Vera Cruz, 
Mexico, writes under date of November 20 that the Mexican 
Government has authorized Dr. Arturo Paz to organize a com- 
pany for the purpose of establishing and operating an institute 
to be known as the “ Control Quimico Internacional,” to which 
manufacturers and other persons may submit food and medici- 
nal and other products for analytical examination. 

The institute will issue guarantee stamps, which may be 
affixed to all products, samples of which have previously been 
analyzed, and will serve to assure the public that such products 
are pure and unadulterated and as represented to be by the 
manufacturer. The results of all analytical examinations are 
to be published in the officiah organ of the institute. 

This certification in no case implies that the Government 
guarantees the quality of any afticle, nor does it exempt deal- 
ers and manufacturers from having to submit samples of their 
goods for examination to the Board of Health, its agents, or to 
any other competent authority, if it shaw be deemed expedient 
to make such examination. 

Even after a certificate has been issued the institute re- 
tains the right to examine such products at any time, and if 
it should be found that they are not as originally submitted 
the certificate may be withdrawn and reasons for such with- 
drawal published in the official paper of the company. In no 
ease shall the institute issue certificates unless analysis has 
been previously made. 

A legal department will be added, to which judicial power 
of attorney may be given by any one desirous of prosecuting 
dealers or manufacturers for selling fraudulent or adulterated 
articles. 3 

The company’s business will be under the control of the 
Board of Health. An inspector, at $200 monthly—to be paid 
by the institute—will be appointed by the Government. The 
company agree to report to the Board of Health any case of 
dangerous adulteration that may come to their notice, and all 
analytical examinations shall be free to the Government. 

This privilege is to be in force for the term of ten years; 
rules and regulations to be prescribed by the Government. 


f. , a an 
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THE PURE FOOD BILL PASSES. 


Outline of the Pure Food Bili—Slight Difference from the Text of the 


Original Hepburn Bill—Operations Confined to Pharmacopoeial 
Drugs—Adulteration Defined. 


The measure known as the Pure Food Bill passed the 
House of Representatives on January 20, and the indications 
are that it will also pass the Senate. In the form in which 
this bill passed it is essentially the same as the Hepburn Bill 
though a number of modifications have been introduced the 
majority of which were made upon the recommendation of the 
Bureau of Chemistry of the Agricultural Department with a 
view to simplifying the administration of the law. The Bill 
which is given in abstract below provides to instruct the 
Secretary of Agriculture to organize the Bureau of Chemistry 
of the department into a Bureau of Chemistry and Foods, which 
shall have the direction of the chemical work not only of the 
present Bureau of Chemistry, but of all the other executive 
departments whose respective heads may apply to the secretary 
for such collaboration. The newly established bureau is also 
to be charged with the inspection of food and drugs as provided 
for in the act. The introduction into any State or Territory 
of adulterated or misbranded articles is prohibited. 


DEFINITION OF THE TERM DRUG. 


The term “drug” as used in the act is defined as follows: 


Section 5. That the term “ drug,” as used in this act, shall include 
all medicines and preparatiors recognized in the United States Phar- 
macopeia for internal or externa! use. The term “ food,” as used here- 
in, shall include all articles used for food, drink, confectionery, or con- 
diment Dy man or domestic animals, whether simple, mixed, or com- 
pound. he term “ misbranded,” as used herein, shall apply to all 
drugs, or articles of food, or articles which enter into the composition 
of food, the package or label of which shall bear any statement regard- 
ing the - oy or substances contained in such article, which state- 
ment shall be false or misleading in ony particular, and to any food or 
drug product which is faisely branded as to the State, Territory or 
country in which it is manufactured or produced. 


This definition of the term drug is very nearly in accord 
with that which appeared in the original Hepburn Bill, and 
the drug trade at large will undoubtedly feel much relieved 
to know that the efforts to secure the introduction into the 
measure of a wholly different definition have failed. The adul- 
teration of a drug is defined as follows: 


A drug shali be deemed as adulterated: 

First. If when a drug is sold under or by a name recognized in 
the U. 8. Pharmacopeia, it differs from the standard of strength, qual- 
ity or purity. as determined by text laid down in the U. 8S. Pharmaco- 
peia official at the time of the investigation. 

Second. If its strength or purity fall below the professed standard 
under which !t is sold. 

Third. If it be an imitation of, or offered for sale under the name 
of another drug. 


WHAT CONSTITUTES ADULTERATION IN CONFECTIONERY. 
In the case of confectionery the act provides that it shall 
be considered as adulterated : 


If it contain terra alba, barytes, talc, chrome yellow, or other min- 
eral substances, or poisonous colors or flavors, or other ingredients dele- 
terious or detrimental to health. 


In the case of food the substance shall be considered as 
adulterated : 


First. If any substance or substances has or have been mixed and 
packed with it so as to reduce cr lower so as to thereby injuriously 
affect its quality or strength. 

Second. If any substance or substances has or have been substituted 
wholly or in part for the article. 

Third If any valuable constituent of the article has been wholly 
or in part abstracted. 

Fourth. If it be an imitation of or offered for sale under the dis- 
tinctive name of another article. 

Fifth. If it be mixed, colored, powdered, or stained in a manner 
whereby damage or infericrity is concealed. 

Sixth. If it contain any added poisonous ingredient which may 
render such article injurious to health. 

Seventh. If it be labeled or branded so as to deceive or mislead the 
purchaser, or purport to be a foreign product when not so. 

Eighth. Jf it consists in whole or part of a filthy, decomposed or 
utrid animal or vegetable substance, or an rtion of an animal unfit 
‘or food, whether manufactured or not, or if it is the product of a dis- 

eased animal or one that has died otherwise than by slaughter; Pro- 
vided, That an article of food which does not contain any added poison- 
ous or deleterious ingredients shall not be deemed to be adulterated in 
the following cases: 


OBLIGATIONS OF MANUFACTURERS. 
The act also provides: 


Sec. 8. That every person who manufactures or produces for shi 
ment and delivers for transportation within the District of Columbia 
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er any Territory, or who manufactures or produces for shipment or de- 
liyers for transportation from any State, Territory, or the District of 
Columbia, to any other State, Territory, or the District of Columbia, or 
to any ——_ country, any drug or article of food, and every person 
who exposes for sale or delivers to a purchaser in the District of Colum- 
bia or any Territory any drug or article of food manufactured or pro- 
duced within said District of Columbia or any Territory, or who exposes 
for sale or delivers for shipment any drug or article of food received 
from a State, Territory, or the District of Columbia other than the 
State, Territory, or the District of Columbia in which he exposes for 
sale or delivers such drug or article of food, or from any foreign 
country, shall furnish within business hours and upon tender and full 
payment of the selling price a sample of such drugs or article of food 
to any person duly authorized by the Secretary of Agriculture to re- 
ceive the same, and who shall apply to such manufacturer, producer or 
vender, or person delivering to a purchaser, such ig or article of food 
for such sample for such use in sufficient quantity for the analysis of 
any such article or articles in his possession. 

Sec. 9. That any manufacturer, producer, or dealer who refuses to 
our: upon demand, with the requirements of section 8 of this act 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction shall be fined not 
exceeding one hundred dollars, or imprisonment not exceeding one hun- 
dred days, or both. And any person found guilty of manufacturing or 
offering for sale, or selling, an adulterated, impure, or misbran 
article of food or drug in violation of the provisions of this act shall be 
adjudged to pay, in addition to the penalties hereinbefore provided for, 
all the necessary costs and expenses incurred in inspecting and analyz- 
ing such adulterated articles which said person may have been found 
guilty of manufacturing, selling or offering for sale. 

Sec. 10. That this act shall.not be construed to interfere with com- 
merce wholly internal in any State, nor with the exercise of their police 
powers by the several States; but foods and drugs fully complying 
with all the a of this act shall not be interfered with by the 
authorities of the several States when transported from one State to 
another so long as they remain in original unbroken packages, except as 
may be otherwise provided by statutes of the United States. 


The act is to take effect on September 1, 1904. 


Proprietors at Work. 
[From the Midland Druggist for January.) 


We are indebted to the AMERICAN Druceist for information 
as to the plans of leading manufacturers to control the retail 
prices of their goods, which are to be put into operation in New 
York City during the present month, and in other large cities 
throughout the country as speedily as proper arrangements 
can be made. Each section has been placed in the charge of a 
member of the Proprietary Association, who is to organize the 
territory under his care in such a way as to enlist the active 
support of all retailers of patent medicines, whether large or 
small. 

To give an idea of the methods proposed, New York City 
may be used as an illustration. This city has been the paradise 
of cutters. Keen competition, jealousy, lack of co-operation, 
have made the situation there an almost hopeless one. Instead 
of following former efforts toward getting a majority of retail 
druggists to agree to sell at stipulated prices, hoping to force 
the large cutters into subsequent compliance, the tactics have 
been reversed, and the cutters are to be induced to fix a mini- 
mum scheduje to which they will adhere. This course will per- 
mit the smaller dealers to either sell at the same prices, or, in 
sections of the city where conditions warrant, to establish 
higher prices for that section. 

The manufacturers assume the responsibility for seeing that 
where minimum prices are fixed they shall be adhered to. Each 
manufacturer is to be responsible*only for maintaining the 
prices fixed for his own goods. There are now 15 of the pro- 
proprietors of the largest selling remedies have joined in the 
movement, and others are expected to enlist in it from time to 
time. ; 

As announced in the December Midland, this effort will 
probably be slow in accomplishing all that is hoped from it, and 
the skeptical ones should await results before airing their 
opinions. 

The largest anticipations should center in the fact that for 
the first time the men who have inaugurated this movement 
appear to be both sincere and resolute; they are convinced that 
their own interests are involved in its success, and if initial 
plans do not accomplish the object sought, others must, and will 
be adopted. 

With this in mind, the waiting time need not be an irksome 
one, and in this, as in all other efforts having in view the sup- 
pression of the price cutting business, the retail druggist can 
and should contribute largely toward its success. 
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- NEWSPAPERS’ PRAISE OF DEPARTMENT STORE 
DRUGS. 


- Local Retailers Want to Know Who Supplied the Newspapers with 


Statements Reflecting on the Drug Trade. 


Where did the statement originate that all the samples of 
drugs obtained by the State Board of Pharmacy from depart- 
ment stores were pure, and who is primarily responsible for 
such a statement? are questions that are agitating the retail 
drug trade, not only of this city but throughout the State. 
This statement, and also one to the effect that one druggist 
in every three in Greater New York is dishonest, were con- 
tained in articles appearing under glaring headlines in the 
daily papers of this city on Friday, January 8, and the articles 
quoted as authority a report submitted to the State Board at 
the annual meeting in Albany on Monday, January 4, by Dr. 
George C. Diekman, as chairman of the Committee on Adul- 
teration and Substitution. Whatever their source may have 
been, both of these statements are untrue; furthermore they 
do not appear in the official report of the board’s committee 
on adulteration or in any other report submitted at the Albany 
meeting. The report filed by Dr. Diekman is entirely of a 
statistical nature; it contains no comments whatever and does 
not even mention department stores or any store, in fact, by 
name. All the members of the State Board, save Messrs. Grove, 
Sears and Jewell, have, in reply to an inquiry by the AMERICAN 
Druaeist, officially and unequivocally denied that they made 
such statements. In some way, however, this misinformation 
was conveyed to the daily press and has caused quite a stir 
in the retail drug trade. The Manhattan Pharmaceutical As- 
sociation at its meeting last Monday night authorized a com- 
mittee to make a most searching investigation of the whole 
matter and report its findings at the next meeting. Meanwhile 
pharmacists quite generally are wondering how it all hap- 
pened. That the statement about department stores’ samples 
is false is shown by the following correspondence between 
Bloomingdale Bros. and Dr. Diekman: 


LETTER FROM BLOOMINGDALE BROS. 


[Cdpy.] 
BLOOMINGDALE BROTHERS, 
Importers and Retailers, 
Third avenue, Fifty-ninth and Sixtieth streets, 
NEW YORK, January 18, 1904. 
Dr. George Diekman, 62 Amsterdum avenue, City. 

Dear Sir, Quite an interesting article about the purity of drugs 
found in department stores appeared in The Sun of Friday, January 8. 
As no mention was given regarding the stores which your examiners 
visited, for my own information I would consider it a great courtesy 
if yon iet me know how your examiners found conditions through- 
out the drugs, medicines, etc., in this store. 

Thanking you in advance for your kindness in this matter, I am 

Yours very truly. 
IRVING R, PARSONS. 

az S.—Inclosed please find stamped and addressed envelope for 
reply. 


REPLY FROM DR. DIEKMAN. 


New York, January 19, 1904. 
Mr. Irving R. Parsons, care Bloomingdale Brothers, New York City. 
_ Dear Sir, I beg to acknowledge receipt of yours under date of 18th 
inst. In reply permit me to state the following: 

First. That the news article, relative to the py < drugs found 
in department stores, referred to in your letter, is not based on facts. 

Second. That other news articles, relative to the same subject, 
which have "eg in recent issues of the daily press, are likewise 
not based on facts. 

Third. That in case of drugs purchased from department stores, 
deviations from the standard of strength and purity as prescribed by 
the U. S. Pharmacopeia, were found to exist. 

Fourth. That the State Board of Pharmacy some time ago began an 
action against one of the department stores in this city for an alleged 
violation of that section of the Public Health Law which relates to the 
str and purity of drugs, and which action is still anne 

fth. That from the official record it does not appear that any 
samples were collected from your store. 

Sixth. That there is no ground for the inference that the depart- 
ment stores ‘have cornered the market on pure drugs, as one would 
judge from the statements made in the columns of the daily papers. 

To this permit me to add, concerning the matter of pure drugs, that 
I believe the public is better served in drug stores than in department 


‘stores. 
I trust that the foregoing wil) fully answer your inquiry, and am, 
espectfully yours, 

Grorce C. DIEKMAN. 


So far as can be learned there are only three men—pos- 
sibly four—who were in a position to have given any informa- 
tion concerning the results shown by analyses of samples col- 
lected by the inspectors for the Eastern Branch of the State 
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Board. They are Charles S. Erb, secretary of the Eastern 
Branch; Dr. George C. Diekman, chairman of the Committee 
on Adulteration, and Dr. George A. Ferguson, the chemist who 
analyzes the samples; the fourth through whose hands such 
information may pass is Mr. De Lacy, Mr. Erb’s assistant. 
The samples are collected by the inspectors, either with or 
without specific instructions from Mr. Erb as to what stores 
to visit. If a complaint is received by the latter against any 
particular store, an inspector is detailed to visit that pharmacy. 
The samples are then turned over to Dr. Ferguson. From the 
labels on the bottles he knows whose samples he analyzes and 
reports the results of the analyses to Dr. Diekman, giving full 
particulars, including names, etc. Dr. Diekman turns the re- 
port over to Secretary Erb, who then places the cases of viola- 
tion in the hands of the board’s attorneys for further action. 


PHARMACEUTICAL MEETING OF THE PHILADELPHIA 
COLLEGE OF PHARMACY. 


Thermometer Manufacture Described—Rare Fixed Oils—Lime Water 


The regular pharmaceutical meeting of the Philadelphia 
College of Pharmacy was held Tuesday afternoon, January 19, 
E. M. Boring, a member of the Board of Trustees, presiding. 

Gustavus Pile, the manufacturer of thermometers, read a 
paper on this subject, which was illustrated with models of the 
earliest forms used, as well as those of more recent manufacture, 
The paper was discussed by the author and Messrs. Boring, 
Lowe and Wilbert, the latter of whom stated that the Bureau 
of Standards at Washington would standardize clinical ther- 
mometers for pharmacists at a nominal charge. 

“Some Rare Fixed Oils” was the subject of a paper pre- 
sented by Dr. George R. Pancoast and Willard Graham, P.C., 
in which they described the manufacture and some of the prop- 
erties of the fixed oils of walnuts, hazlenuts, hickorynuts, lobe- 
lia, strophanthus, pumpkin, larkspur, nux vomica and ergot. 

M. I. Wilbert, Ph.M., read a paper on “ Lime Water,” in 
which he pointed out that the pharmacopeial product might be 
improved by directing that there should be a minimum as well 
as a maximum content of calcium hydrate, and that it was 
desirable to test the product from time to time. The paper was dis- 
cussed by Messrs. Boring, McIntyre, LaWall, Lowe and Wiegand. 
Mr. Boring stated that some pharmacists make up large quan- 
tities of lime water by simply adding some water to lime, which 
they give away free of charge. This custom is to be deprecated, 
not only on account of the worthlessness of the product, but 
because good lime water requires care in its preparation, and 
the druggist should be recempensed accordingly. 

A paper on “ The Examination of Commercial Peppers ” was 
presented by James W. Gladhill, P.D., who said that since the 
enforcement of the pure food laws there has not been much 
adulteration, except in the use of pepper hulls. Professor 
Kraemer remarked that some of the cheaper grades of ground 
peppers that he had examined contained, besides the pepper 
hull, some of the endocarp of the olive and Cayenne pepper, 
which could easily be detected by the use of the microscope. 

Some remarks on the making of pastes for pharmaceutical 
purposes were by Professor C. B. Lowe, who recommended a 
flour paste. 

At the next meeting, on February 16, there will be a sympo- 
sium on water analysis, which will probably be participated in 
by the following speakers: W. E. Ridenour, William G. Toplis 
and Dr. Albert Robin. 


W. H. Edelman, of Sheridan, president of the Wyoming 
Board of Pharmacy, has retired from the drug business and 
has been succeeded by George E. Small. Mr. Small as spent 
the greater part of his life in the drug business in Sheridan, 
Wyo. He is a graduate of Valparaiso (Ind.) College of 
Pharmacy, a proficient pharmacist and a good salesman, and 
will maintain the business reputation established by W. H. 
Edelman. 
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DEPARTMENT STORE DRUGS. 


Manhattan Association to Investigate the Origin of Certain 
Newspaper Articles—Newspaper Reports Untrue. 


The Manhattan Pharmaceutical Association at its meeting 
last Monday night decided to make a thorough investigation 
to learn the origin of articles recently published in the daily 
press, in which the State Board of Pharmacy was quoted as 
stating among other things that department stores’ samples 
which had been analyzed were all up to standard. The 
matter was brought up under the head of new business by the 
reading of a letter from James Lurie, who thought that the 
board at its annual meeting, judging from the articles in the 
daily papers had given out only certain portions of the report of 
its committee on adulterations and substitution. He asked 
if it would not have been better to publish the whole report 
instead of leaving a cloud of suspicion hanging over the entire 
pharmaceutical profession. Frank N. Pond moved that the 
letter be referred to the press committee for full investigation, 
and “that the said committee be instructed to correct in the 
daily press such parts of the statements as were incorrect.” 
This was seconded by A. C. Searles. J. M. Tobin moved to 
amend by having a committee of three appointed to investigate 
and “put up” to the proper persons the responsibility for the 
articles in question. The amendment was lost, however. Con- 
siderable discussion then ensued. Dr. Diekman, a member 
of the State Board and chairman of the latter’s committee 
on adulteration and substitution, declared that he was in no 
way responsible for the articles. “In the first place,” said he, 
“I could not and would not have stated that the samples ob- 
tained from department stores were all up to standard, 
because such a statement is not true. The State Board of 
Pharmacy at the present time has a case pending against one 
of the leading department stores for selling a drug which was 
found to be below the pharmacopeial standard, and that action 
was begun last fall, long before the report of the Board’s com- 
mittee on adulteration and substitution was prepared. There 
is not a word about department stores in this committee’s 
report which was submitted at the annual meeting of the 
Board in Albany. It is entirely of a statistical nature, without 
any comment whatsoever on the results shown by the analysis 
of samples. It would have been manifestly unfair and unjust 
furthermore to draw any comparison between the results of 
analyses of samples obtained from department stores generally 
and those obtained from regular drug stores, for the simple 
reason that the samples taken from department stores were 
not of the same class or kind of drugs as were those procured 
from ‘pharmacists. Most department stores do not have a 
regular drug department where all kinds of drugs and chemicals 
are dispensed and where prescriptions are compounded. There- 
fore the samples collected from such stores were necessarily 
limited to certain articles, and any comparison would have 
been unfair, even had the committee endeavored to make such 
a comparison which it did not.” 

Dr. Diekman added that the board does not recognize the 
department stores as such, but simply as places where drugs 
and medicines are sold, and such stores being licensed come 
under the board’s jurisdiction. He said the board did not 
publish the names of persons fined by the courts when such 
persons had been brought up for not having their pharmaceuti- 
cal preparations up to standard, because the board could 
not know if such preparations were fraudently made or not, 
and such publication would cause many law suits for the board 
besides doing possibly incalculable harm to the druggist by 
having his name in the public press causing him to lose busi- 
ness. 

Mr. Tobin said that the board was unwieldy in having 15 
members and that they arrogated to themselves many powers 
which he believed they had no right to do; that the relations 
between the retail drug trade and the board were strained 
whereas they should be harmonious; and that such actions 
on the part of the board had led to irritation and dissatis- 
faction all around. 


Dr. Diekman said that the press would publish only what 
they wanted to and nothing else, and if the press had gone to 
the board they would have received correct information. 

John Fisher, a member of the German Apothecaries’ Society. 
was then given the privilege of the floor. He asked why the 
board had brought up a member of that organization for 
violating the law when the article in question was not in either 
Schedule A or Schedule B of the poison law. It was later 
discovered that the article was prussiate of potash, but the 
gentleman named had been brought to court by the board on 
tincture of iodine, spirit of camphor and camphorated oil, and 
that he had misinformed Mr. Fisher, who is chairman of the 
German society’s committee on trade interests. Dr; Diekman 
stated that the board had fined so many paint stores and 
grocers for selling carbolic acid, oxalic acid, paris green, etc., 
that the wholesale drug houses had complained to the board 
that the latter was running their business. 

Mr. Tobin asked if the new poisons which are being brought 
forward from time to time by chemical and pharmaceutical 
firms were not included in the law, even if not listed. Dr. 
Diekman answered that even if they were not specified in the 
law they were covered by the Penal Code. 

After some further discussion the motion to have the Press 
Committee investigate the matter and report its findings at 
the next meeting was adopted. 

The following members constitute the Press Committee: 
J. M. Tobin, B. R. Dauscha and S. F. Haddad. 


DRUG SECTION OF THE NEW YORK BOARD OF TRADE. 





Annual Meeting and Election of Officers. 


The annual meeting and election of officers of the Drug 
Trade Section of the New York Board of Trade and Trans- 
portation was held at the Drug Club on Thursday, January 
21. An excellent luncheon was served prior to the meeting. 
Albert Plaut, of Lehn & Fink, chairman of the section, pre- 
sided, and W. F. McConnell, secretary, recorded. Among those 
present were Col. E. W. Fitch, of Parke, Davis & Co.; John 
M Peters, of Wm. J. Matheson & Co.; Thomas F. Main, of the 
Tarrant Company; John H. Stallman, of the Stallman-Fulton 
Company; Jesse L. Hopkins, of J. L. Hopkins. & Co.; Wm. P. 
Ritchey, of Bruen, Ritchey & Co.; H. M. Planten; Wm. A. 
Hamann, of the Roessler & Hasslacher Chemical Company ; 
Mr. Rowley, of Schoellkopf, Hartford & Hanna Company; I. 
Frank Stone, of the same company; Henry T. Jarrett, of the 
Mallinckrodt Chemical Works; Mr. Moneypenny; Clarence 
G. Stone, of the Lambert Pharmacal Company; John L. Snow- 
ber, of Eimer & Amend, and representatives of the pharma- 
ceutical press. It was the first time that representatives of 
the latter were invited to attend the annual function of the 
section, and the compliment was highly appreciated. 

After the coffee and cigars had been served Mr. Plaut called 
the meeting to order. In his annual address he reviewed the 
work of the section during the past year and offered several 
suggestions for the incoming committees. He said among other 
things: 

PRESIDENT PLAUT’S ADDRESS. 

The membership of the Drug Trade Section has remained 
about stationary. Seven new members were admitted and five 
resigned. 

A new city ordinance relating to the storage of combustibles 
and explosives has become effective in the past year. In fram- 
ing the rules and regulations relating to this subject our 
organization took an active part, with the result that while 
the new law adds materially to the safety of persons and 
property, its interference with our business has been minimized 
and our interests have not been injured. 

A number of bills harmful to our interests were introduced 
in the Legislature, but none was permitted to become a law. 
The most important of these was the Bostwick bill, afterward 
known as the Bostwick-Dowling bill. Owing to the work done 
by our organization most of the objectionable features of the 
bill were eliminated, and as finally passed by the Senate and 
Assembly it did not affect the trades represented in the section 
to any great extent, although it was necessary to send a dele- 
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gation to Albany to accomplish this. The bill was finally vetoed 
by the Governor, though for the reason above stated the section 
as a body took no active part to bring about the veto. 

The bill for the reduction of the tax on alcohol from $1.10 
‘per proof gallon to 70 cents, the Lovering Drawback bill for 
the refunding of the tax paid on alcohol employed in the manu- 
facture of goods exported, the Bankruptcy Law and the sev- 
eral bills relating to postal affairs, all received the attention 
of the section. The bill for the reduction of the tax on alcohol 
is again before Congress, and I would urge the incoming com- 
mittee on legislation to do all in its power to have the bill 
become a law. There is really no powerful opposition to it; the 
principal work will be to overcome the inherent inertia of 
Congress in such matters. The same remarks apply to the 
Drawback bill. Strenuous efforts are being made to have the 
Bankruptcy Law repealed, seven different bills on the subject 
having already been introduced in Congress. Our parent organ- 
ization probably had more to do with the passage of the Bank- 
ruptcy Law than any other factor, and we should strongly 
oppose its repeal. We should also do our utmost to cause a 
law to be enacted for the re-classification of mail matter, in 
accordance with the report of a special committee of the Board 
of Trade and Transportation, which report treats the matter 
from the correct standpoint. 

The fire insurance rates and classifications at present in 
force affect our line of business with special severity. By 
means of united action I believe this can be remedied, and fair 
and just conditions be made to prevail. 

The book of Official Taxes issued some years ago by our 
organization, which has met with universal approval and gen- 
eral adoption, needs revision and expansion; I understand 
the special committee in charge of this matter will be ready 
to report at an early date. 

Certain of our customs laws act with particular severity on 
our lines of business, and it should not be difficult to bring 
about their repeal or amendment, particularly as many of them 
are not organic law, but Treasury rulings and official defini- 
tions. If our Committee of Importers of Drugs and Chemicals 
will take up this matter they can doubtlessly bring about re- 
forms which will make the collection of unjust rates of duty 
and the imposition of onerous fines for unintentional errors a 
thing of the past. 

During the year our organization lost by death two of its 
most esteemed members, Mr. Andrew B. Rogers and Mr. Wm. 
M. Warren. In each instance special committees gave due 
expression of our sense of loss to the bereaved members of their 
families. " 

NEW YORK JOBBERS AND THE MILES PLAN. 

Mr. Ritchey, chairman of the Committee of Jobbing Drug- 
gists, in his report said: ‘ Early in the year the Miles’ Medical 
Company issued a notice of having all their preparations sold 
under the serial numbering plan. Every house in the city took 
an active part in objecting strongly to any such innovation, and 
while we were unable to prevent the plan being put into force, 
we were largely instrumental in having it greatly modified. 
The jobbing trade of New York have reason to congratulate 
themselves for the open and emphatic stand taken on that 
occasion, as it has shown manufacturers that the New York 
trade can get together when occasion requires and have courage 
to express their convictions. We hope that in the near future 
the troublesome condition of affairs now existing may be 
amicably adjusted.” 

INCONGRUITIES IN THE CUSTOMS LAWS. 

Mr. Stallman, chairman of the Committee of Importers of 
Drugs and Chemicals, called attention in his report to the un- 
just features of the customs administration laws, particularly 
as to the valuation of drugs dutiable at ad valorem rates. 
“We have not experienced any more glaring instances than 
in the shipments of menthol, the exact valuation of which in 
Japan is most difficult to determine on any given date. The 
sales are almost invariably made for future delivery; the sale 
price, therefore, is no criterion for the value at the time of 
shipment, while the fluctuations are as great as they have 
been again this season. Transactions do not take place every 
day in Japan, and as a rule they are not made public. Be- 
sides we have known the quotations of different makers to 
vary from one to two shilings a pound. As the appraisers at 
the port of entry are in a position to arbitrarily fix the value 
of any given importation, it is very evident how the importers 
may be fined for undervaluations, innocent though they may 
be of any wrongdoing. Other incongruities in the customs laws 
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might be cited, but we would simply call attention to the ques- 
tion so as to consider how such injustice can be remedied. 
There is no immediate prospect of correcting the law, but 
means of minimizing the evil may be proposed.” 

On behalf of the Legislative Committee, Chairman Peters 
called attention to several bills now before Congress—namely, 
H. R. 9,050, the Lovering Drawback bill; H. R. 9,051, which 
is practically Section 6 of last year’s drawback bill; H. R. 9,302, 
for untaxed alcohol, and H. R. 9,303, for reducing the tax on 
alcohol to 70 cents a proof gallon. These measures are to be 
considered at the meeting next month. 

The Committee on Arbitration, George M. Olcott, chairman; 
the Membership Committee, Philip 8. Tilden, chairman, and 
other committees reported, some of them simply reporting 
progress. 

Treasurer Hamann reported a balance in the treasury of 
$94.73. The election of officers resulted as follows: 

Ghairman, Thomas P. Cook, of the New York Quinine & 
Chemical Works; vice-chairman, I. Frank Stone, of Schoell- 
kopf, Hartford & Hanna Company ; treasurer, Wm. A. Hamann, 
of the Roessler & Hasslacher Chemical Company; secretary, 
Wm. F. McConnell, of the Board of Trade. Executive Com- 
mittee: Albert Plaut, Jesse L. Hopkins, Wm. S. Gray, John 
Anderson and Charles §S. Littell. Representative of the section 
in the Board of Trade, Thomas P. Cook. 


KINGS COUNTY PHARMACEUTICAL SOCIETY. 


Discussion of the Proposed Cocaine Legislation, Druggists’ Alcohol 
Tax and Fire Insurance. 





There was a spirited debate on the proposed cocaine law 
at the regular monthly meeting of the Kings County Phar- 
maceutical Society, on Tuesday, January 12. The society did 
not place itself on record as a body, for or against any particu- 
lar measure to restrict the sale of cocaine, but there was a 
strong sentiment in favor of some legislation to that end. 
Whether the law should be made to apply only to retail drug- 
gists, or should reach wholesalers and other interests was the 
main issue. Dr. William C. Anderson, president of the New 
York State Pharmaceutical Association, was present and took 
an active part in the debate. The discussion was started for 
the purpose of getting an expression of views from different 
members as to what in their opinion should be done, in order to 
assist the State and Legislative Committee, who are elected with 
full power in the matter, in framing a bill for this session of 
the Legislature. ¢ 

The subject was brought up by Dr. Anderson after routine 
business and other matters had been disposed of. He called 
attention to the resolution of the Syracuse Druggists’ Asso- 
ciation favoring a bill to restrict the sale of cocaine. (See 
AMERICAN Drucoist for December 14, p. 325). This matter 
had been referred to the State Association’s Legislative Com- 
mittee and a tentative bill had been drafted by the latter which 
provides, in substance, that no retail druggist or pharmacist 
shall sell cocaine or its salts except on the written prescription 
of a practicing physician or dentist; that all preparations con- 
taining cocaine shall be labelled poison; that no prescription 
be repeated and no copy of same given to the customer; it also 
prohibits its use in proprietary articles, the penalty being $25 
for every bottle found containing cocaine and not properly 
labelled. 

MR. PARADIS DISAPPROVES. 


At this point, Adrian Paradis plainly stated his views: 
“On general principles,” said he, “I am opposed to putting 
any more restrictions on our business. Personally it doesn’t 
matter to me whether you restrict the sale of cocaine or not; 
I have no pecuniary interest one way or the other in the propo- 
sition. Cocaine, of course, is a poison and the same care should 
be exercised in dispensing it as in case of other poisons: but 
to. go out of our way to make present burdens of the retailer 
more onerous, especially when such a step would reach only 
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retailers and would not, according to the present plan, include 
wholesalers and others, I for one do not approve of it. 

Dr. William Muir then replied to Mr. Paradis. “I agree 
with the previous speaker,” said he, “to this extent, that the 
law as proposed would not affect wholesalers; on the contrary 
it would probably operate to their benefit. If we restrict retail 
druggists in selling cocaine, users of the drug will buy it in 
larger quantities from the wholesalers. You can now get mor- 
phine tablets in lots of 100, and similar articles from jobbers 
with little or no trouble, and by a law such as has been sug- 
gested you would drive business away from those who are 
most competent to dispense it. So there is something in the 
argument advanced by Mr. Paradis. Steps should be taken 
to regulate the sale of cocaine, but I do not see the use of re- 
stricting the retail pharmacist and not the wholesaler.” 


THE SALE OF PROPRIETARY MEDICINES CONTAINING COCAINE. 


The question was then asked, How is the retail pharmacist 
to know which proprietary articles contain cocaine and which 
do not? 

“This matter is serious in more ways than one,” remarked 
Dr. Anderson, the next speaker. “ As to patent medicines, the 
Ohio druggists, I believe, got over that difficulty by first having 
a law passed prohibiting the sale of any proprietary medicine 
containing cocaine unless so labelled. The druggist therefore 
knew just what medicines contained cocaine, and he was re- 
lieved of any possible trouble in that direction. We must be 
very careful not to put retail pharmacists of this State be- 
tween two fires. If we pass a law requiring the retail druggist 
to put a poison label on every proprietary medicine which con- 
tains cocaine, the druggist and the manufacturer’s label gives 
no information on the subject, the druggist will be in a 
quandary. If he sells an article with cocaine ingredient without 
the required label, he will be subject to a fine; on the other 
hand if he labels with a poison label any proprietary medicine 
which does not contain cocaine, the manufacturer will get after 
him for misrepresenting his goods. In view of these facts, 
why not get after all dealers, including proprietary medicine 
manufactures? I consider cocaine is in the same class as 
morphine and liquor; a person may become a cocaine fiend, the 
same as a morphine fiend or drunkard. We do not want to 
help make people slaves to the cocaine habit. Therefore a 
law to restrict the sale of cocaine should be passed. I am 
greatly in favor of having it sold only on a physician’s or 
dentist’s prescription; the law ought to restrict other dealers, 
including jobbers, and proprietors ought to be required to label 
as such, all of their preparations which contain cocaine.” 

Mr. Paradis—* And wholesale druggists should be obliged 
to keep a poison register book. Reference has been made here 
of the injury to the public by the indiscriminate sale of cocaine. 
If the druggist wants to protect the public, let him as an 
individual refuse to sell it when a customer asks for it. I still 
say I am opposed to putting any more legal restrictions upon 
the retail drug trade. The druggist always gets it in the neck.” 

Dr. Anderson—“I have refused to sell cocaine. The cus- 
tomer has gone out and later came back displaying cocaine 
bought elsewhere. Now let us have a law that will protect all 
druggists as well as the public—a law to which every druggist 
will be amenable.” 

After a few more remarks, the discussion on cocaine was 
closed. 


ROUTINE BUSINESS. 


President Kleine presided at the meeting, and secretary 
Hegeman recorded. After the minutes had been approved 
with a slight correction, treasurer Ray reported as follows: 
Balance on hand December 8, $770.60; interest, $1.61; dues, 
$16; total, $788.21; disbursed interest on mortgage, $600; 
balance in society treasury January 12, $188.21; balance in 
college treasury, $4,932.25. 

The Committee on Trade reported progress. 

The Legislative Committee, through chairman Muir reported 
that the Prerequisite Clause Bill would probably be introduced 
soon in the Legislature. 
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With regard to 
THE AGITATION FOR A REDUCTION IN THE GOVERNMENT ALCOHOL 
LICENSE, 


he said he had been in communication with Congressmen 
who informed him that no bills to that end would stand any 
chance of passing unless it had the endorsement of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, and that it would be foolish to introduce 
any bill of that sort without the support and backing of the 
Treasury Department. Dr. Muir declared that the charge of 
$25 for a license to sell alcohol was a very enormous tax and 
one out of all proportion to the profits derived from its sale. 
Few druggists, he said, make $25 a year profit on alcohol; it 
was nearer $5. “This matter,” he continued, “must not be 
confounded with the liquor tax; it is for non-liquor handling 
stores that this movement has been started. It is simply a 
question of the sale of alcohol by druggists. The government 
would derive more revenue at from $5 to $10 per license. It 
would be necessary to have a special act passed.” 


PRESIDENT KLEINE’S EXPERIENCE. 


President Kleine told of his experience. ‘ Twenty-five 
dollars,” said he, “is outrageous. It prevents many druggists 
from handling alcohol. I took out a $25 license. I had to 
pay the $5 State tax besides, and $5 for a bond—in all about 
$40. In that year I actually sold $10.35 worth, gross receipts, 
of alcohol. I didn’t renew my license. Had it been $5 instead 
of $25 I would have continued.” 

A motion was then made authorizing the Legislative Com- 
mittee to inquire into the feasibility of urging legislation by 
Congress. The committee will probably confer with officials 
of the Treasury Department in Washington. Dr. Muir then 
spoke of the movement to secure a reduction in the internal 
revenue tax on alcohol. Government officials, he said, are op- 
posed to this movement. 

Adrian Paradis said that several years ago some prominent 
men took this matter up, and at one time they thought they 
were in a fair way to have some of their money, paid in 
revenue stamp taxes, refunded. He himself had religiously 
saved many stamps, but never received any refund and he had 
now given up ali hope. If such men as those who have been 
advocating this reduction have been unable to succeed, Mr. 
Paradis saw little use in retail druggists taking the matter up. 


FIRE INSURANCE MATTERS 

were then taken up. The special committee reported that 
material progress had been made since the last meeting in the 
movement to form a co-operative fire insurance company for 
druggists. According to Mr. Paradis, the committee of the 
German Apothecaries’ Society, who are the prime movers in the 
undertaking, have secured an option on an old Lloyds charter 
which can be purchased, he said, for about $5,000. If such a 
company is formed, he said, it will be one of the best things 
that ever happened for druggists. He referred to the success 
of a similar company in Cincinnati, and quoted from the lat- 
ter’s annual statement for 1902, showing an income of $14,000 
with total expenses, including losses, &c., of $4,000, leaving 
a balance of $10,000. New York druggists, he said, pay to 
the fire insurance companies something like $100,000. a year 
in premiums, while the actual losses amount to about $5,000. 
The proposed co-operative company, he thought, would be 
formed some time this month. | 

Two new members were elected, namely, Wm. H. Chapin 
and R. Ukrainezyk. A communication was received from the 
Bushwick Pharmaceutical Association extending a cordial in- 
vitation to the Kings County Society to attend an entertain- 
ment to be given by the Bushwick organization on the evening 
of Thursday, January 28. The meeting then adjourned. 


The bill introduced in the House of Representatives at 
Washington by Congressman Robinson is to be greatly modified. 
It is a bill relating mostly to the sale of poisons. Now the 
salient features are to be incorporated in the new .Pharmacy 
Law bill for the District of Columbia. The bill as amended 
meets with the approbation of the Legislation Committee of 
the N. W. D. A. 
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MANHATTAN PHARMACEUTICAL ASSOCIATION. 

At the regular monthly meeting in the College of Pharmacy 
on January 18, action was taken relative to the newspaper 
articles on department store drugs as reported in another 
column. The meeting was opened by president Charles S. Erb, 
S. V. B. Swann recording. Treasurer G. H. Hitchcock reported 
as follows: Balance on hand November meeting, $403.06; re- 
ceived in dues, $40.00; disbursements, $26.10; balance on hand 
December 21, $416.96; received in December dues, $40.00; dis- 
bursements, $25.00; balance on hand, $431.96. 

Chairman Searles of the legislative committee reported 
that he had seen Mr. Bigelow on the pre-requisite clause 
amendment soon to be introduced in the Legislature. A copy 
of this amendment would be sent to the Manhattan before its 
introduction. Mr. Searles while in Washington endeavored to 
see the Internal Revenue Commissioner relative to a reduction 
in the alcohol tax, but was unable to do so. He wrote to the 
State Commissioner of Excise and in reply thereto received a 
letter from Deputy Commissioner Maynard N. Clement. The 
letter did not answer the questions asked by Mr. Searles, ac- 
cording to the latter, as to securing a license allowing drug- 
gists to sell alcohol only and for $5. “It would seem,” Mr. 
Clement wrote, “ that the law as it now stands conforms close- 
ly to the suggestions contained in your letter, the tax on phar- 
macists’ traffic being normal and the privileges extended by 
law ample for the accommodation of the public in obtaining all 
kinds of liquors for medicinal purposes and alcohol for medi- 
cinal and mechanical uses.” 

Resignations were received with regret from Arthur J. 
Reeder and G. E. Heuther. Two applications for membership 
were received and referred to the committee on membership. 

The sum of $50 was placed at the disposal of the legislative 
committee for expenses coming due. 

Mr. Hitchcock called attention to the selling of catarrh 
powders containing cocaine in various proportions, and moved 
that the legislative committee be instructed to support any 
measure introduced in the State Legislature which seeks to 
prohibit the sale of cocaine or morphine or both in any pro- 
portion whatsoever. The motion was adopted. 

The meeting adjourned at 10.45 p. m. 


That Portrait of Mr. Faber. 

Some of the friends of Sidney Faber, who recently severed 
his connection as corresponding secretary with the New-Yorker 
Deutscher Apotheker-Verein have taken umbrage at the portrait 
which was printed in connection with the story of Mr. Faber’s 
declination to run again for office in the society, and of his 
resignation from the State Board of Pharmacy, as printed 
in the AMERICAN Druaoist for December 28, 1903. At the 
regular monthly meeting of the New-Yorker Deutscher 
Apotheker-Verein held Thursday, January 7, the following 
resolution was introduced by Felix Hirseman and adopted by 


the society : 


Whereas, The AMERICAN DruGGIsT in its issue dated December 28 
has made the assertion that a crushing rebuke was administered by this 
society to Sidney Faber, because of a difference of opinion existing 
between our honored President and Secretary in regard to some routine 
business matter; and 

Whereas, The article is accompanied by a pretended photograph of 
Mr. Faber, representing an individual wearing a derby hat well tilted 
back (Mr. Faber never wore a derby hat), with the intent of casting 
ridicule on our former Secretary ; therefore be it 

Resolved, That this Society hereby expresses its utmost contempt 
for the picayune and small journalism as displayed by the AMERICAN 
DRvuGGIST, and regrets that any editor or associate editor of a | 
journal can so demean himself as to permit his personal animosity an 
poe! , aaite, to = him to forget the proprieties he owes his readers ; 
ap t further 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be sent to the AMBRICAN 
Drvaoist, the Pharmaceutical Era and the Druggists’ Circular. 

Attested as a true copy, 
Go. HOFFMANN, 
Secretary. 


The portrait complained of showed Mr. Faber as he ap- 
peared in a group picture of the members of the State Board 
of Pharmacy which was printed in the AMERICAN DruGGIST 
for November 26, 1900. At that time no objection was made, 
the authenticity of the portrait being unquestioned, but when 
the portrait was reproduced alone, its publication seems to 


have aroused the ire of the original, who came out with a flat’ 






PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 59 


denial of ever having worn a derby hat, as we are informed 
by his successor, Mr. Hoffmann. 

Of course it did not take long for the officers of the German 
Apothecaries’ Society to find out that the hat was a hat that 
had been actually worn by Mr. Faber, and that the resolution 
of the Society was based upon an erroneous assumption, and 
with a promptness which does credit to their sense of justice, 
at their meeting on January 14, they adopted a second resolu: 
tion worded as follows: 

The officers and trustees of the German Apothecaries’ Society of 
the City of New York wish to state that they are been misinformed 
regarding the existence of Sidney Faber’s picture as published in the 
AMERICAN Dkrvaaist, and regret that part of the resolution passed at 
the society 8 last meeting which was based upon this erroneous assump- 
tion. Copies of this resolution to be sent to the AMERICAN DRUGGIST 
the Pharmaceutical Era and the Druggists’ Circular. 


Attested as a true copy, 
GeorGp HOFFMANN, Secretary. 


Thanks from German Apothecaries. 

Kindly accept thanks for giving the New Yorker Deutscher 
Apotheker-Verein ball such an extended notice in the January 
11 issue of the AMERICAN Druagist, as I realize the value of 
such space. V. V. B. Swann, 

Chairman of Entertainment Committee. 

NEw York, January 11, 1904. 


Admires Fearless Journalism. 


I wish to compliment you on your article entitled, “ The 
Passing of Faber.” Nothing pays better than fearless jour- 
nalism ; let not the fact that other journals bow down to cer- 
tain societies and boards of pharmacy; let not any delegations 
sway you in your convictions. 

I trust your article will have a wholesome effect on some 
other members of the board. From last year’s report of the 
Eastern section, compared with the two other sections, it would 
seem that “the extreme of the law is the injustice of it.” I 
think the article will help your circulation. The Westchester 
Association is very much pleased over it. We all think it was 
a well merited rebuke. With best wishes for the AMERICAN 
Druceist and its staff, I am, yours very truly, 

J. H. Corry. 

Doses Ferry, N. Y., January 21, 1904. 


Registered in Michigan. 

The Michigan Board of Pharmacy held a meeting at Detroit 
on January 5 and 6. There were 70 applicants present for 
examination; 48 for registered pharmacist certificates and 22 
for assistant papers. Twenty-five applicants received licenses 
as registered pharmacists and 15 as assistants. Following is a 
list of those receiving certificates: 

Registered pharmacists: Ross. Armstrong, Middleville; 
Fred R. Ashley, Battle Creek; E. B.-Busby, Detroit; Samuel 
Buzzell, Holly; C. H. Chappell, Detroit; Frank Cowdrey, 
Toledo, Ohio; A. J. Erwin, Lansing; A. J. Filer, Detroit; Wm. 
H. Gardner, Detroit; Fred M. Hall, Sault Ste. Marie; Wm. 
H. Lanway, Clifford; G. A. Larson, Negaunee; Ralph McCabe, 
St. Johns; G. P. Maloy, Three Oaks ; Dwight R. Miller, Chelsea ; 
A. C. Nachtrieb, Adrian; B. W. Reddick, Detriot; Paul 8S. 
Rumpel, Detroit; C. G. Rutter, Delray; Guy L. Sharrard, Port 
Huron; S. A. Soule, Detroit; Clarence Steidle, Milan; John F. 
Swanson, Iron Mountain; E. E. Webber, Marlette and F. W. 
Wilhelm, Bay City. 

Assistant pharmacists: H. M. Arndt, Marion; Chas. E. 
Brown, Lowell; M. M. Cohen, Detroit; B. BE. Curtis, St. Louis; 
John W. Kivela, Calumet; R. B. Loree, Fenwick; B. C. Mead, 
Detroit; Claude R. Miller, Lawton; Ralph J. Parkill, Port 
Huron; John B. Phillips, Detroit; F. A. Rollins, Clarksville ; 
John L. Simmons, DeWitt; A. M. Smelker, Freeport; Walter 
G. Thomezek, Detroit and Jos. B. Zackhrim, Detroit. 

The next meeting of the board will be held at Ann Arbor on 
March 1 and 2. Applications for blanks should be made to 
the secretary of the board, John D. Muir, Grand Rapids. 
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DRUG INCORPORATIONS. 


Certificates of incorporation have been filed recently of the 
following new concerns: 


Dr. Alvarez Drug Company, New. York, N. Y. Directors: 
Dr. Esteban Alvarez, Christobalcoll Ruete and Herman Ruete, 
of New York, N. Y. Incorporators: Dr. E. Alvarez, B. G. 
Heyn and Nellie R. Green, of New York, N. Y. Object, to deal 
in drugs; capital, $50,000. 

The Davis Pharmaceutical Company, New York, N. Y. Di- 
rectors: Dr. F. Elbert Davis, H. McK. Kirkland, H. E. Mul- 
ford and Thomas P. Cook. Object, to manufacture guaiacol 
in soluble form, the product being marketed under the name of 
guaisotol; capital, $50,000. 


Concord Drug Company, Lowell, Mass. Promoters: T. E. 
Kenney, T. J. Holloran and F. T. Morrisey. Capital, $25,000. 


Fitzsimmons, Gleeson & Co., New York, N. Y. Directors: 
©. J. Fitszimmons, C. L. Gleeson and J. C. Oren, New York. 
Object, to manufacture drugs, etc. ; capital, $125,000. 

Illinois State Druggists’ Protective Association, Chicago. 
Incorporators: Julius H. Kahn, John A. Peetz and L. A. 
Druehl. Object, mutual protection. 

International kuller’s Earth Company, New York, N. Y. 
Incorporators and directors: William Lockart, C. C. Bakston 
and W. E. Scott, New York, N. Y. Object, to deal in Fuller’s 
earth; capital, $100,000. 

The George A. Kelly Company, Pittsburgh, Pa. Directors: 
George A. Kelly, Jr., Samuel R. Kelly and Charles T. Bangart. 
Object, to deal in drugs; capital, $350,000. 

Louisville Drug Company, Louisville, Ky. Incorporators: 
George H. Day, F. J. Stein, A. F. Solbrig and others. Object, 
to deal in drugs; capital, $10,000. 

The kK. H. Marks Remedy Company, New York, N. Y. In- 
corporators: R. H. Marks, F. M. Kimbark, William L. Waring, 
New York, N. Y. Object, to manufacture medicated adhesive 
plasters; capital, $10,000. 

Minard’s Drug Company, Boston, Mass. Directors: Onis 
W. Nelson, Newton; Thomas H. Shea, William F. Nelson and 
H. B. Sprague, Boston; Albert D. Bosson, Chelsea. Capital, 
$10,000. 

Moore Drug Company, McColl, S. C. Incorporators: J. 
C. Moore and others. Object, to deal in drugs; capital, $5,000. 

The Odorette Chemical Company, New York, N. Y. In- 
corporators and directors: W. P. Pickup, E. E. Hussey and 
Joseph Hoffman, Brooklyn. Object, to manufacture chemical 
preparations ; capital, $10,000. 

People’s Drug Company, Knoxville, Tenn. Incorporators: 
W. R. Settle, H. M. Green, W. W. Derrick and others. Object, 
to deal in drugs; capital, $3,000. 

Sage Brothers Company, South Berwick, Me. Directors: 
C. M. Hobbs, F. A. Hobbs and William Thompson, of South 
Berwick. Object, manufacturing and dealing in tonic extracts; 
capital, $50,000. 

Standard Drug Company, Cleveland, Ohio. Incorporators: 
M. E. Graham, A. G. Alexander, J. W. Alexander, L. H. Wain 
and S. A. Cook. Capital, $50,000. 

Statesville Drug Company, Statesville, N.C. Incorporators: 
O. L. Smith, of Charlotte and others. Capital, $5,000. 

The Zagat Drug Company, New York, N. Y. Directors: 
Celia Hoskin, Max Hoskin and Annie Zagat. Object, to deal 
in drugs ; capital, $7,500. 

Heffley Drug Company, of Suffolk County, has increased its 
capital stock from $32,000 to $50,000. Directors: Charles S. 
Hendrickson, Charles C. Heffley, Ford W. Hesse, Harrie G. 
Salmon and Hattie B. Heffley. 


Recent Customs Decisions. 

Two new decisions were rendered last week by the Classifi- 
cation Board of United States General Appraisers. Merck & 
Co. protested against the assessment of duty at 25 per cent. 
ad valorem on an importation of Creolin, or Creolin Pearson, 
claiming that the merchandise was properly dutiable at 20 
per cent. as coal tar. The claim was sustained by the board. 
The other protest was that of Swayne, Hoyt & Co., of San 
Francisco. The consignment was invoiced as sulphate of bor- 
ium, and was assessed for duty by the Collector at that port at 
one-half of 1 per cent. per pound as artificial sulphate of 
barytes. The importers claimed the merchandise was assess- 
able under any one of half a dozen paragraphs in the Tariff 
act at a lower rate. The board sustained the Collector. 
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Obituary. 


JOHN H. STEAD. 

John H. Stead, for many years prominently identified with 
the drug trade of this city, died at his residence, 244 West 
Ninety-ninth street, on Sunday, January 17, from an affection 
of the kidneys of several years’ standing. Mr. Stead’s first 
connection with pharmacy in this city was with the old and 
now extinct firm of Fraser & Lee, about 30 years ago. For the 
past 25 years he held a position of responsibility and trust with 
the Whitall, Tatum Company, his duties of late years having to 
do with the supervision of the staff of traveling salesmen. 
Some 10 or 15 years ago Mr. Stead took an active interest in 

















JOHN H. STEAD. 


the work of the New York College of Pharmacy, and by his 
earnestness, love of truth and wise judgment contributed not a 
little to the welfare of the institution, whose interests he served 
faithfully on more than one occasion. Early in 1893 Mr. Stead 
served on the Grand Jury of New York County, which indicted 
a drug clerk who had inadvertently dispensed morphine for 
quinine. It was felt by a good many drug clerks and proprietors 
that undue severity had been shown toward the indicted clerk, 
and though Mr. Stead took pains to assure some of those in- 
terested that the punishment was merited by the evidence 
against the youth, the agitation among those interested in the 
matter led to the organization of an association having for its 
object the promotion and protection of the interests of both 
clerks and proprietors. This was the New York Society of 
Apothecaries, which, though it maintained its activity for a few 
years, finally went out of existence. : 

Mr. Stead was born in Wisconsin about 61 years ago, but 
his parents removing to Albany, N. Y., he spent the early years 
of his life there. He took a great interest in athletics, and was 
one of the original members of the New York Athletic Club, 
which he served at one time as secretary, and another as vice- 
president. He was a man of genial and gentlemanly disposi- 
tion, characterized by a simple honesty and uprightness of 
character which retained for him the many friends he had 
won. He is survived by a widow. 4 

JOHN LYMAN. 


John Lyman, president of the Northrop-Lyman Company, 
Limited, wholesale druggists, Toronto, Canada, died at his 
_ home in Syracuse, N. Y., January 12, at the age of 84. Mr. 
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Lyman had an extensive acquaintance among the druggists of 
the central and southern part of New York, which he gained 
as the traveling representative of a patent medicine manu- 
facturer. He removed to Canada in 1857, and began the manu- 
facture at Newcastle of drugs and medicines on his own ac- 
count, later forming a partnership with Henry Northrop, for- 
merly of Canastota, Madison County, N. Y. After ten years in 
Newcastle the firm moved to Toronto, and the Northrop-Lyman 
Company, Limited, of which Mr. Lyman was president at the 
time of his death, was founded. Mr. Lyman retired from ac- 
tive participation in the affairs of bis company about 15 years 
ago, and moved to Syracuse, where his brother, Frederick A. 
Lyman, resided. He enjoyed perfect health almost up to the 
day of his death, and was as strong in his mind and as active 
in his habits as be bad been when he was 20 years younger. 
He was one of the wealthiest and most successful men in Syra- 
cuse, his wealth being estimated at about $1,000,000. He is 
survived by two sisters and one brother. 


DR. GUSTAV VON PFINGSTEN. 


Dr. Gustav von Pfingsten, or, as he preferred, in his demo- 
cratic way, to be known, Dr. Gustav Pfingsten, the editor of 
the Deutsch-Amerikanische Apotheker-Zeitung, died at his 
home in this city on Jan- 
uary 7, after a short ill- 
ness. The son of the 
Baron Nicola August Lud- 
wig von Pfingsten and 
Maria Magdalena Briin- 
inghauser von Weilerhof, 
he was born in Ranzel, a 
village near Cologne, Ger- 
many, on May 25, 1843. 
After obtaining the usual 
grammar school educa- 
tion, he took up the study 
of pharmacy, and, enter- 
ing the University of Ber- 
lin, he continued his 
studies there and at Bres- 
lau. After some experi- 
ence as an assistant 
apothecary and serving as 
hospital steward and military apothecary at the Lazareth gar- 
rison in Glogan, Silesia, in 1869 he emigrated to the United 
States, and was heard of soon after in the employment of 
Eimer & Amend. He was not in their employment more than 
a year when he acquired a drug store at the corner of Forty- 
eighth street and Second avenue, where he soon. built up a 
flourishing business, disposing of it after a short time to his 
friend, Gustav Miiller, and opening up for himself again at 6 
Whitehall street, near the Battery, whence he was compelled to 
remove, owing to the tearing down of the building a year or two 
ago. He then opened a pharmacy at 27 Pearl street and re- 
tained this up to the time of his death. He studied medicine 
at the University Medical College and was graduated in 1889. 
He became editor of ‘the Deutsch-Amerikanische Apotheker- 
Zeitung March 15, 1896. He was a prominent member of the 
German Apothecaries’ Society and held the office of president 
for two terms, in 1879-1880 and 1889-1890. On November 1, 
1894, he celebrated the twenty-fifth year of his connection with 
the society, being honored with a “ commers,” which was made 
the occasion of the presentation to him of a silver service of 
59 pieces. 

Dr. Pfingsten held membership in a great many scientific 
and social societies, among others the West Side Medical Asso- 
ciation, German Club, American Pharmaceutical Association, 
New York College of Pharmacy, New York Maritime Associa- 
tion and the German Press Club. 


DIED. 


BaKeEr.—In London, Ky., on Wednesday, January 13, Wil- 
liam Park Baker, in the seventy-third year of his ago. 

Brown.—In Chicago, Ill., on.Friday, January 4, Charies 
J. Brown. 
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Bucsee.—In Springfield, Mass., on Monday January 4, James 
Leroy Bugbee, in the forty-fourth year of his age. 

GoopNow.—In Stoneham, Mass., on Monday, January 11, 
Elbridge A. Goodnow. 

GRESHAM.—In Lynchburg, Va., on Thursday, January 14, 
J. F. Gresham, in the sixty-fifth year of his age. 

Hovuck.—In Pittston, Pa., on Saturday, January 9, Joseph 
H. Houck, in the sixtieth year of his age. 

HvucKABEE.—In Atlanta, Ga., on Sunday, December 27, Dr. 
John W. Huckabee. 

LaNnpIs.—In Philadelphia, Pa., on Friday, January 15, 
Edward Kneas Landis, in the fifty-fourth year of his age. 

LUERSSEN.—In Salem, N. J., on Wednesday, January 6, 
Frank Luerssen, in the sixty-fourth year of his age. 

LyMAN.—In Syracuse, N. Y., on Tuesday, January 12, John 
Lyman, president of the Northrop & Lyman Company, Limited, 
Toronto, in the eighty-fifth year of his age. 


MatuHers.—In Micanopy, Fla., on Friday, January 1, J. 
Cooper Mathers. 

MEvRER.—In Williamsburgh, N. Y., on Sunday, January 
10, John Meurer, in the sixty-third year of his age. 

OcpEN.—In Ilion, N. Y., on Tuesday, January 12, J. P. 
Ogden, in the sixty-fifth year of his age. 

OcepEN.—In Philadelphia, Pa., on Tuesday, January 12, 
Charles Smith Ogden, in the eighty-second year of his age. 

Strone.—In New York, N. Y., on Friday, January 15, 
Edward Strong, in the eighty-sixth year of his age. 

Steap.—In New York, N. Y., on Sunday, January 17, John 
H. Stead, at one time a prominent member of the New York 
College of Pharmacy. 


Greater New York News. 


H. J. Woodward, of Allaire, Woodward & Co., drug mill- 
ers, of Peoria, I1l., visited the local drug trade the other day. 


J. C. Eliel, of the Lyman-Eliel Drug Company, Minneapolis, 
was in town recently. 


Albert Plaut, of Lehn & Fink, will soon leave the city on a 
trip in the South. He expects to be away about a month. 


A. M. Todd, president of the A. M. Todd Company, Limited, 
of Kalamazoo, Mich., and Mrs. Todd, sailed to-day for Mediter- 
ranean ports, to be absent for three or four months. 


Among the traveling men whom we do not meet every day 
in this territory is G. H. Speller, who looks after the interests 
of the Jersey City house of Reed & Carnrick. 


John P. Brady comes this month to cover the Buffalo terri- 
tory, selling distillers’ goods for the firm of Clarke Bros. & Co., 
of Peoria, Ill., with his usual success. 

c. F. Munroe is in Buffalo at this writing with his usual 
list of chemicals and other goods for pharmacists, which he 
sells for the Philadelphia house of Hanse Bros. & White. 


C. H. Dietz, the St. Louis representative of the Marvel 
Company of New York, comes to this trade center this month, 
selling the Marvel whirling sprays as he comes. 

A stated meeting of the College of Pharmacy of the City of 
New York was announced for Tuesday evening, January 19, 
but in the absence of a quorum no meeting was held. 


A. de Wolfe Jones, who is a central New Yorker, but finds 
his way as far west as St. Paul, in the sales department of 
Schieffelin & Co., is taking in this district since the holidays 
for the house. 

The holiday season is not favorable to the work of the 
traveling salesman and he is usually hard to keep on the road, 
but J. S. Marvin has the advantage of residing in Buffalo, so 
he looks after his sales for the house of Seabury & Johnson 
very easily. 

F. H. Higby, who has had charge of the New England ter- 
ritory of the Welch Grape Juice Company for many years, now 
looks out for the business of this concern in New York City 
district, with headquarters at 76 Park Place, having suc- 
ceeded W. H. Williams. The New England territory will be 
looked after by B. S. Taylor, who formerly assisted Mr. Higby 
in that territory. 
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It will be a surprise to many in the trade to learn that E. A. 
Sayre has severed his long connection with the corporation of 
Seabury & Johnson. Mr. Sayre was regarded as one of the 
fixtures of the establishment at 59 Maiden lane, and his de- 
parture will be especially regretted by the “ quid nuncs” of the 
drug journals, to whom he was ever ready to impart the news 
of the trade. Mr. Sayre never lost his love for the calling of 
pharmacy, and few in the ranks have kept in such intimate 
touch with the progress of pharmacy in its trade and technical 
aspects as he has. He is back in the retail business again, this 
time in Broad street, Newark, N. J., where he has acquired un 
established pharmacy and is expected to fulfill the anticipations 
of his numerous friends in the matter of building up a flourish- 
ing trade. 


The trial of Isaac N. Rayner, formerly an examiner in the 
Drug Division at the Appraisers’ Stores, took place last week 
in the criminal branch of the United States Circuit Court. 
Rayner is charged with having conspired to defraud the Gov- 
ernment of duties. Ottaker Porsch, the former head of the 
Porsch Chemical Company, who was sent to prison on a sim- 
ilar charge but subsequently pardoned, appeared as a witness 
for the Government. He testified that the defrauding the Gov- 
ernment was at Rayner’s suggestion, that he paid Rayner $200 
at the start, and in five importations Rayner got $800, saving 
the Porsch Company about $2,200. Rayner, he said, examined 
and passed importations of essential and synthetic oils below 
their true value, thereby saving the company large sums in 
duties. H. W. Robinson and Arthur Freise swore that Rayner 
had made similar propositions to them, which were declined. 


The Eastern branch of the State Board of Pharmacy se- 
cured a verdict the other day against Runyon & Cannon, Long 
Island City, in the First District Court there, Judge Kadien 
presiding. There were three counts involving a fine in all of 
$75. One of the charges was that the firm’s store at North 
Beach has not been registered as required by law; another 
charge was that a prescription had been compounded by a man 
whose certificate was not displayed; the third count was for 
selling tincture of iodine which was declared by the board to be 
below standard strength. The board also gut a verdict in the 
First District Court, Brooklyn, for $50 against A. M. Cohn 
for selling spirits of camphor and camphorated oil below the 
required standard. In the same court, before Judge Walsh, the 
board secured a verdict against Henry Foerster, who was fined 
$25. 


The Georgia Board of Pharmacy. 


The Georgia State Board of Pharmacy met on November 16 
in the Convention Hall of the Piedmont Hotel, Atlanta, Ga., 
for the examination of applicants for license to practice phar- 
macy. There were 18 applicants for license. Thirteen passed, 
as follows: 

As apothecary: C. Brevard Cooley, Sandersville; A. T. 
Jones, colored, Columbus; A. F. Mikell, Statesboro; B. H. Wag- 
non, Milledgeville, and C. M. Williams, Woodbury. As druggist: 
B. C. Daniels, Hogansville; James Harry Goodman, Tifton; 
I. L. James, Atlanta; J. N. Martin, Fitzgerald; F. S. Phillips, 
colored, Atlanta; D. B. Summerford, Unadilla; T. J. Taylor, 
Dexter; J. T. Van Horne, Monroe. 

The next meeting of the board will be in Atlanta, on Mon- 
day, April 11. Application blanks may be obtained from the 
secretary, Dr. George F. Payne, 4344 Whitehall street, Atlanta. 


The Atlanta College. 


The senior class of the Atlanta College of Pharmacy has 
elected the following class officers: H. B. Renfroe, president; 
C. H. Pritchard, vice-president; Miss Lillie Walkup, secretary 
and treasurer; J. L. Love, quiz master. The junior class have 
elected their officers as follows: William A. Braselton, presi- 
dent; Miss Ella Kelly, vice-president; J. N. Drake, secretary 
and treasurer; C. H. Parkins, quiz master. 
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Business for 1903 Not Up to the Average—A New Board Member 
for the Western Branch—Prices Steady. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Buffalo, January 20.—It is quite generally reported that 
the Buffalo drug business is not very good this winter. There 
is complaint from the smaller stores especially, and yet there 
seems to be no assignable reason. The Health-Department has 
reported that the death rate has increased a trifle during the 
past year, but no indications of increased illness have reached 
the pharmacies. Still it takes so little to shift almost entire- 
ly the current of patronage that there can be nothing but con- 
jecture to account for it all. The fact that the store of C. N. 
Riggs, at the prominent street corner of Seneca and Main, 
should be in the hands of a receiver is no doubt a case in 
point. This used to be the western terminus of the Seneca 
street car line, and there was always a collection of people 
waiting in front of the store for a car, making it easy to drop in 
for a cigar or a quick glass of soda water. Last year the ter- 
minus was shifted two blocks up Main street, with no lay over 
for the car, and the trade of that corner suffered. 

THE ELECTION OF OFFCIERS OF THE STATE BOARD OF PHARMACY 
has set people to speculating over the changes of membership 
to take place at the election in June. It appears that there is a 
vacancy in the eastern section that is likely to bring out a new 
member, and one in the middle section that should be a re-elec- 
tion. E. M. Jewell, of Batavia, is the member who is to re- 
tire from the western section, and word comes that he will not 
ask for a re-election, as he is now out of the retail drug busi- 
ness, so that a new man will have to be selected. A Buffalo 
member opines that the country druggists of the district will 
be able to hold this member of the board if they come to the 
election with a good man, vacked by a tolerably solid vote, for 
there are Buffalo members enough inclined to give the coun- 
try a continuation of its two members, but if there are half 
a dozen candidates, with no strong following for any of them, 
the chances are that Buffalo will present its own candidate 
and elect him. So it behooves the druggists of the western 
section outside of Buffalo to look their field over and get to- 
gether if they expect to choose the new member of the board. 

NO RECITEMENT OF PRICES. 

There is comparative tranquility in the price of drug spe- 
cialties in Buffalo. It is not claimed that the highest prices 
are obtained for preparations, but two of the large establish- 
ments which used to be about the worst cutters in the city ap- 
pear to have arrived at the conclusion that prices have gone 
low enough, apd they have lately come inte the county associa- 
tion voluntarily and appear to be entirely in line. If one or 
two more should follow the sky would clear very serene- 
ly, and business would be much more uniform and satisfactory. 
The apprehension. that the new Lyon Drug Company would 
prove a disturbing element has been set at rest as far as pos- 
sible, ahead of their opening business, by assurances that no 
sort of war will be thought of. 

BUFFALO AND WESTERN NEW YORK DRUG IRIEFS. 

Z. Z. Kielawa has moved his drug store from Peckham street 
to Broadway, in Buffalo. ; 

The Western branch of the New York State Board of Phar- 
macy will examine 12 candidates at its January meeting. 

The big fire on Pearl street, Buffalo, on the night of the 
15th damaged the drug stock of Willoughby & Son, who are in 
that vicinity, about $2,000. 

N. McDonald, of Depew, near Buffalo, has just recovered 
from an eight-weeks’ tussle with appendicitis. During his ill- 


ness his drug store was conducted by R. R. Baxter, of Buffalo. 
The big wholesale drug store of Plimpton, Cowan & Co., 
Buffalo, has been fitted lately with a new set of offices, mak- 
ing it much more pleasant than formerly. 
Thieves entered the drug store of C. C. Rano, on Niagara 
street, Buffalo, a few days ago by breaking a window pane at 











the rear, but were seen by a policeman and driven off without 
getting any plunder. 

C. N. Dean has sold his drug store at Scio, N. Y., to Miss 
Clementine Chapin, a graduate of the Buffalo College of Phar- 
macy, class of 1902, and bought a pharmacy of A. M. French, at 
Holland, Erie County. 

The Buffalo Druggists’ Bowling Club play a game with the 
unions of Buffalo on the 27th on the Drug Clubs’ alleys, and 
will entertain the Rochester Druggists’ Club some time in Feb- 
ruary, when a return game will be played. A. J. Keller, J. P. 
Diehl, Jr., and George Reimann are the committee to take care 
of the Rochester visitors. 


NEWS OF THE TRAVELERS. 


A Bateman, who sells the Rex Porous Plaster and a lot of 
other hospital goods for the Chicago house of Bauer & Black, 
was lately in Buffalo looking after his line of customers. 

E. H. Powell opened the year in Buffalo, as a send off in 
the right direction, selling, as usual, the drug and chemical 
specialties of Lehn & Fink, of New York. 

W. W. Jones, of Syracuse, who looks after the interests of 
the sterling house of Frederick Stearns & Co., spent a few 
days here early in the new year with profit to all. 

W. F. Sohni, also a Buffalonian, was on his rounds of the 
city trade early in the year, looking after the best interests of 
the New York Paper Box Company. 

H. P. Snow, one of the traveling representatives of the red- 
cross house of Johnson & Johnson, spent a season here a short 
time ago, and sold his usual goodly amount of plasters, ete. 

G. H. Dikeman, for some time traveling salesman for the 
drug house of Strong, Cobb & Co., Cleveland, has engaged with 
Plimpton, Cowan & Co., Buffalo, and is now on the road for 
that firm. ; 

¥. P. Hinkston, still the visible portion of the New York 
house of Bruen, Ritchey & Co., visited his Buffalo clients the 
first week of January, and did not fail to be in town on bowling 
day. e 

J. S. Marvin, who naturally wanted to be at home in Buf- 
falo during the holidays, did ndét fail to go the rounds of the 
drug trade while here, and sell his accustomed amount of the 
goods of Seabury & Johnson. 


Licensed in Missouri. 


Twenty applicants for certificates to practice pharmacy 
took the examination before the Missouri Board of Pharmacy 
on January 11. Seven were successful. They are: Carl J. 
Agee, Kansas City; Walziee M. Pugh, St. Louis; Frank Sell- 
ers, Kansas City; Richard J. Coffey, Weston; Jacob BE. Smith, 
St. Louis; James T. Brown, Independence, and Oscar Zuercher, 
St. Louis. 


Registered in the District of Columbia. 


At the examination held by the Commissioners of Phar- 
macy for the District of Columbia, on January 11, the fol- 
lowing passed successfully: Henry E. King and Norville V. 
Pattie. Candidates for registration are required to have their 
applications, with fee, in the hands of the secretary, Dr. Henry 
A. Johnston, 1221 New Jersey avenue, northwest, one week 
previous to the day of the examinations, which are held on the 
second Monday of January, April, July and October. 


A Hospital is Not a Drug Store. 


John M. Princell asked the courts for a mandamus com- 
pelling the Minnesota Board of Pharmacy to permit him to 
undergo examination for license, as he contended that the time 
which he had served in the drug department of the St. Paul 
City Hospital should be construed as a portion of the four 
years in a drug store required under the law. This mandamus 
has been denied by Judge C. M. Pond, on the ground, among 
other things, that the term drug stores must be applied in the 
sense in which it is generally understood, and that when so 
applied a hospital is not a drug store. 
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NEW ENGLAND. 


Massachusetts Alumni Dance—Friction Over Sixth Class Licenses in 
Newton—Forty-three Years a Chorister—More Phenacetin Cases. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Boston, January 20.—The Alumni Association of the M. 
C. P. gave a dance on the evening of January 14 at the Hunt- 
ington Chambers. It was combined with the annual reception 
to the undergraduates and the students were out in force. 
Everyone had a good time. The committee in charge of the 
affair was W. R. Acheson, ’89; C. T. Simpson, ’99; Mrs. A. L. 
Nelson, 01; Miss F. A. Eichorn, ’03, and C. A. Keucher. The 
matrons were Mrs. T. J. O’Brien, Mrs. W. F. Guild, Mrs. F. 
Piper and Mrs. W. R. Acheson. Music was furnished by the 
Salem Cadet Orchestra. 

CLASS OFFICERS. 

The senior class, M. C. P., has just organized and chosen 
the following officers: President, William C. Welsh vice-presi- 
dent, Theodore Dangelmayer, Jr.; treasurer, Leon D. Roys, 
and secretary, Louis E. Phaneuf. 

AN M. C. P. MAN IN THE BOSTON CITY HOSPITAL. 

Frank H. Holt, Ph.G., M.D., has just been appointed assist- 
ant superintendent of Boston City Hospital. He was gradu- 
ated from the M. C. P. in the class of ’95. After taking an 
additional course in organic chemistry, he entered the Harvard 
Medical School, being graduated in ’98. He has been an In- 
structor in General and Analytical Chemistry at the Boston 
Dental College, and from ’93 to ’95 was Assistant in Chemistry. 
From ’99 to ’01 he was a House Officer at the City Hospital, and 
at the time of his appointment was an Executive Assistant. He 
also lectures on materia medica in the Training School for 
Nurses. : 

COLLEGE NOTES. 


Charles A. Keucher, Ph.G., M.C.P., ’97, has gone to Bar 
Harbor, Maine, where he has purchased a store. He has re- 
cently been in the employ of H. T. Johnson, Waltham, but 
prior to that period he was pharmacist at Long Island for over 
six years. 

Archie E. Picken, Pharm.D., 03, visited the school last week. 
He is head clerk for Mr. Leonard, of Springfield, but is at 
present recuperating from an accident to one of his arms. 

THE LICENSE QUESTION 
was considered at length in the recent inaugural of Mayor 
Weed, of Newton. He stated that at the last election the 
voters registered a decisive “no” vote, but that the law still 
permits the granting of sixth class licenses to druggists and 
seventh class licenses for the sale of alcohol for mechanical, 
manufacturing or chemical purposes. No seventh class licenses 
had been issued for years, but it had been customary to grant 
permits to druggists. Last year the Aldermanic License Com- 
mittee investigated the subject and were convinced that while 
many druggists observed the spirit of the law, others used the 
the license as a cloak for the indiscriminate sale of liquor. He 
believed no injustice would be done the community or those 
druggists who are doing a legitimate business if all sixth class 
licenses are refused this year, and it will then be possible at 
the end of one or two years of such a policy to tell to whom 
such licenses can be safely intrusted. He recommended this 
suggestion for favorable consideration. 
WHOLESALERS’ LICENSE FEE INCREASED. 

The Boston Board of Police has voted to increase the price 
of one class of licenses, namely, those for wholesale druggists. 
The increase is from $500 to $800, beginning May 1. Only four 
such licenses are now in force in this city. z 

MR. CANNING RETIRES FROM THE CHOIR. 

The retirement of Henry Canning from 43 consecutive 
years’ service as a bass soloist in the choir of St. Augustine’s 
Catholic Church, was fittingly observed on the evening of Janu- 
ary 7. The affair took place at the United States Hotel, where 
Mr. Canning was first tendered a reception, followed by a ban- 
quet, the guest of honor being at the head of the table. Then 
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came the speechmaking, during which Mr. Canning was the 
recipient of a costly silver service, comprising over 100 pieces, 
and a personal check of $500, from the rector of St. Augutine’s. 
This latter gift came as a complete surprise to the assemblage, 
and, after a moment of suspense, was greeted with deafening 
applause. Mr. Canning was completely overcome, but later 
spoke of the many kindnesses showered upon him. The even- 
ing closed with music and dancing. Mr. Canning’s retirement 
is receiving well deserved attention from the daily press of 
the Hub. 
THE PHENACETIN CAMPAIGN 

still continues. The appealed case against Leslie M. Frye 
was recently tried before a jury in the Supreme Criminal Court. 
The sample was procured from Frye by an employee of the 
Phenacetin Company and analyzed by the chemist for the 
Board of Health. The latter testified to the sample contain- 
ing 25 per cent. of adulteration. The verdict was guilty and 
the fine of $200, given by the lower court, was reimposed. 
Papers have just been served upon 12 to 15 Worcester drug- 
gists to appear in the United States District Court in Boston, 
February 1, to answer to the charge of selling adulterated 
phenacetin. This latest move of the phenacetin people has 
caused much consternation and druggists are wondering what 
part of. the State will receive attention next. 

The annual report of the Board of Health is out. The 
chemist examined 1133 drugs during the year. The total ex- 
pense for all work was $11,711.43, the average cost per sample 
examined being $1.13. 

TALKED ABOUT. 

The bursting of a water pipe recently caused considerable 
damage in the store of William E. Doyle, Woburn. 

John W. Tirrell & Son, of Sharon, suffered a loss of over 
$2000 by a recent fire in that town. 

Professor W. L. Scoville lectured before the Pierian Club, 
of Newton Upper Falls, on the evening of January 13, before a 
large audience. ; 

Alfred W. Danforth, Woburn, was recently arrested for hav- 
ing a gaming machine in his store. He pleaded guilty and his 
case was filed. 

C. E. Harrington, of the Eastern Drug Company, is a par- 
ticipant in one of the daily paper’s voting contests for a free 
trip to the World’s Fair. He is now credited with 2100 votes. 

Hon. William F. Craig, Ph.G., of Lynn, took an important 
part in organizing the State Government. Both Senator Craig 
and Senator Bullock are members of the Public Health Com- 
mittee. 

The store of Frederick H. Putnam, 286 Huntington avenue, 
was broken into one night last week. Mr. Putnam, who lives 
over his store, was awakened by the noise and went to the 
street to investigate. He found the glass in the rear door 
broken and a man inside at the cash register. Mr. Putnam 
returned to his apartment and telephoned for the police, but 
the burglar evidently heard the jingling of the telephone bells 
and made good his escape before the officers arrived. 

The following concerns were recently incorporated in this 
State: Concord Drug Company, Lowell; capital, $25,000; pres- 
ident, A. E. Bertrand; treasurer, E. G. Livingston. C. P. Alden 
& Son, Springfield; capital, $20,000; president, Charles P. Al- 
den; treasurer, Harold K. Alden. Minard’s Drug Company, 
Boston; capital, $10,000; president and treasurer, Orris W. 
Nelson. Ferro-Nutrine Chemical Company, Boston; capital, 
$100,000; president, A. W. Blanchard; treasurer, Edwin S. 
Heilburn. 


The Rhode Island Association. 

The thirtieth annual meeting of the Rhode Island Pharma- 
ceutical Association was held at Providence on January 13. 
The report of the treasurer showed a balance of $308 in the 
treasury, the secretary, Charles H. Daggett, reported member- 
ship of 152, and the following officers were elected for the en- 
suing year: President, Gilbert R. Parker; vice-presidents, C. 
A. Gladding, James T. Wright, T. W. Himes, W. H. Buffing- 


ton and A. B. Collins; secretary, Charles H. Daggett; treas- 
urer, Albert Fenner ; Executive Committee: Howard A. Pearce, 
Enoch W. Vars and A. W. Johnston. Papers were read on 
Some Causes of the Inefficacy of Certain Pharmaceutical 
Preparations, by George A. Wood; An Apparatus for Extract- 
ing Fats, by Franklin A. Strickland, and On What is Phar- 
macy Coming To, by Charles H. Daggett. 


VERMONT. 


The State Board Elects Otficers—Changes Desired in the Pharmacy 
Law—Liquor License Regulations Unsatisfactory to Pharmacists. 





(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Burlington, January 19.—At the annual meeting of the State 
Board of Pharmacy held at Montpelier, officers for the en- 
suing year were elected as follows: President, C. C. Bingham, 
of St. Johnsbury; treasurer, W. F. Root, of Battleboro; 
secretary, J. G. Bellrose, of Burlington. The other members, 
C. B. Hopkins, of Brandon and A. W. Higgins, of Rutland, 
were at the meeting. It was Mr. Higgins’ first meeting, as he 
was but recently appointed a member of the board by Gov. 
McCullough. The past year has been an usually quiet one 
for the board, there being a smaller number of candidates for 
examination than ever before. 

LEGISLATIVE WORK AHEAD. 

The State Board of Pharmacy is also the legislative com- 
mittee of the Vermont Pharmaceutical Association and as such 
will have a large amount of work on hand during the coming 
year. The Vermont legislature holds its biennial session in 
the fall and the druggists of the State wish to have the phar- 
macy laws changed in several respects. It is not the vital 
parts of the laws that they wish changed, but in some instances 
the wording is ambiguous and this the druggists wish to have 
remedied. 

THE MORRIS ABRAHAM CASE BEFORE THE SUPREME COURT. 

It is expected that at the coming session of the Vermont 
Supreme Court the case of the State vs. Morris Abraham will 
be decided. The case against Mr. Abraham is the result of a 
war between him and the local druggists. Mr. Abraham con- 
ducted a tobacco store and became enraged at some of the local 
druggists. He then placed a line of patent medicines in his 
store and advertised as a druggist. The medicines he sold at 
cut rates. In retaliation the druggists opened a tobacco store 
adjacent to that owned by Mr. Abraham and for a time the war 
was a merry one and patrons were able to buy their patent 
medicines at prices unheard of before. When Mr. Abraham 
advertised as‘a druggist, however, the matter was taken up 
by the State and he was prosecuted for violation of the law, 
which requires a druggist to be a registered pharmacist. The 
case went to the Supreme Court and will be decided within 
the next three weeks. 

THE LIQUOR LICENSE LAWS FROM THE DRUGGIST’S STANDPOINT. 

The license law which has been in operation in Vermont 
during the past year is proving very unsatisfactory to the drug- 
gists of the State. During the 50 years of prohibition the 
druggists were privileged characters and supplied their cus- 
tomers with liquors without being molested to any great ex- 
tent. They as well as a majority of the people of the State 
wished a change in the law and last year by a referendum 
voted to substitute a license law for the old prohibition. 
There was a great contest over the framing of the bill and in 
the end the druggists were allowed to have a fifth class license, 
which permits them to sell by physician’s prescription only, 
the license fee being $10. This license has proved to be un- 
satisfactory, as in many instances the drug stores will have 
only two or three sales per month and then in small quantities, 
so that they do not take money enough in to pay for the 
license. The question has been under discussion and a con- 
certed action will probably be taken to have the law changed 
so that a more liberal allowance will be made for the druggists. 
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PENNSYLVANIA. 


Trouble Over Cascaret Prices—Awaiting Action by the Manufac- 
turers—P. A. R. D. Elect Otficers—A Successful Year’s Work. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Philadelphia, January 20.—The P. A. R. D. is trying to get 
cascarets placed on the price list. Until this is done nothing 
can be accomplished with those who are cutting prices on this 
article. Recently there was some friction over Mr. Rehfuss’ 
selling this article at one of his stores below the contract price. 
On January 18 a meeting of the Executive Committee was held, 
and after a long discussion the following resolution was 
adopted : 


At a meeting of the Executive Committee of the P. A. R. D., the 
subject of cascaret price cutting was taken up and considered. After 
a thorough investigation the charge of cascaret price cutting by Mr. 
Charles Rehfuss, a member of our association, the committee have ar- 
rived at a satisfactory conclusion. 

We find that Mr. Rehfuss having purchased a store quite recently 
where the price of cascarets was 10, 20 and 40 cents, these conditions 
aiso existing in a neighboring store, required some little time for ad- 
justment. 

We further find that Mr. Rehfuss has not violated ang contract 
agreement or schedule, and for the good of the association has agreed 
to restore the price of cascarets to full prices, 10, 25 and 50 cents. 


Mr. Rehfuss is one of the most prominent members of the 
P. A. R. D., and his loyalty to the association is beyond ques- 
tion. He is also an active member of the Executive Committee 
of the National Association of Retail Druggists. 


WAITING FOR THE MANUFACTURERS. 


It is understood that there were a number of other drug- 
gists reported to the committee for cutting prices. While no 
action has been taken in regard to them it is said that an 
understanding is to be had and every effort is to be made to 
have them live up to their contracts. If they decline to do so 
then the association will act. The new schedule, which was to 
have gone into effect this month, has been postponed for a few 
weeks. The retail druggists are waiting upon the manufac- 
turers, who have promised to put a schedule in of their own. 
So far they have not done anything in the matter, and nothing 
can be accomplished until they do. 


THE COLLEGE HOUSE 


of the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy has proven to be 
a great success. There is hardly a week that some sort of an 
entertainment is not given for the benefit of those who are so 
fortunate as to have been residents of this homelike place. On 
July 13 the residents gave an entertainment for the benefit of 
the second year’s class of the P. C. of P. They were assisted 
by Percy Remington, who impersonated a Dutchman. It was 
an enjoyable affair and highly amused those who were lucky 
enough to be present. It is the intention of the managers of 
the house to give a reception some time early in February to 
the contributors. 

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PHILADELPHIA ASSOCIATION. 

The annual meeting of the Philadelphia Association of 
Retail Druggists was held on January 8. At this meeting the 
new officers were elected for the ensuing year. They are as 
follows: President, Thomas H. Potts; first vice-president, 
William L. Cliffe; second vice-president, William E. Lee; third 
vice-president, David J. Reese; recording secretary, Nathan A. 
Cozens; financial secretary, Carl W. Shull; treasurer, George 
W. Fehr; executive committee, A. T.. Pollard, W. A. Gano, 
Charles Leedom, Richard H. Lackey, H. C. Blair, A. J. Frank- 
eberger, H. A. Nolte. At’ the meeting the various committees 
and officers. made their reports. Secretary Reese’s report 
showed that at the commencement of 1903 the association had 
546 members. On January 1, 1904, the books showed 619, an 
increase of 73. The treasury has a surplus which is very en- 
couraging. It was agreed to maintain the dues for this year 
the same as they were in 1903, that is, $4 annually. Mr. 
Reese reported that the association was paying its organizer 
$75 a month and the recording secretary $10. In his report 
he recommended that these two offices should be combined, add 
to them that of editor, pick up a live retail druggist of ability 
and pay him $1200 a year; he to devote six or eight hours a 
day of his best energy to the sole interest of the association. 
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This suggestion was received favorably, and it was referred to 
the Executive Committee. H.C. Blair has made quite a success as 
editor of the Bulletin, a little sheet which is issued monthly, 
and which is mailed to every member of the association. Under 
his management it managed to pay all expenses, and at the 
end of the year Mr. Blair was able to turn over to the treas- 
urer a check for $75. Mr. Blair, after his report had been 
read, tendered his resignation, his lack of time compelling 
him to give up the work. An effort is to be made to get him 
to reconsider his determination to give up the pen. 

A peculiar accident occurred in the dwelling portion of 
Ludwig Holtzhauser’s drug building at Tulip and York streets 
last week. It appears that Mr. Holtzhauser has a large 
aquarium, and by some means it was knocked over. There 
must have been some loose matches on the floor, and when the 
aquarium landed it struck the matches, which ignited the cur- 
tain, and there was soon a good sized blaze in blast. However, 
the fire was soon extinguished and the loss was fully covered 
by insurance. 

THE PRACTICAL EXAMINATION. 


On January 16 the first examination in practical pharmacy 
was held at the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy by the Penn- 
sylvania State Pharmacy Examining Board. This was one of 
the largest classes that the board has ever had to deal with 
and the innovation proved a big success. Hereafter all the 
examinations will include a demonstration in practical phar- 
macy, as well as a written one. 


PHILADELPHIA NEWS NOTES. 


A new drug store is to be opened at Kensington avenue 
and West Moreland streets. 

The mother of Charles Noon, of the Central Pharmacy, 24 
North Thirteenth street, was buried on January 15. 


Charles Caulpeffer, of the Coca Cola Company, has been 
confined to his home with a severe attack of grip. At this 
writing he is much better and out of danger. 


Mr. Stokes, who has been with Whitall-Tatum & Co. for a 
number of years, has accepted a position with Van Dusen & Co. 
of New York. 


George H. Johnson has succeeded T. E. Conard at Seventh 
and Brown streets. Druggist Conard is also a physician and 
he intends to devote all his time to the practice of medicine. 

D. E. Bransome has begun his weekly trips to Atlantic 
City. He stands high with the druggists in that place, and 
the sale of J. & J. goods is very large. 


S. B. Davis, Sixth street and Snyder avenue, who has been 
ill for some time with an attack of pneumonia, is rapidly re- 
covering and is expected to bé able to attend to business within 
a short time. 


Sydney Maurice, of Smith, Kline & French Company, who 
has been confined to his bed for the past two weeks with an 
attack of vertigo, is recovering, and it is,expected that he will 
be able to resume his duties in about another week. 


Messrs. Beck and Millard, two prominent officials of the 
Calvert Drug Company, of Baltimore, recently visited this 
city and called on some of their friends here—particularly at 
the Philadelphia Drug Company, which is an organization 
similar to their own. 


On January 19 M. N. Kline went to Washington to attend 
the meeting of the National Board of Trade. Mr. Kline takes 
a great interest in all subjects that appertain to the trade of 
this city. He is making a strenuous fight with the Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad Company to get President Cassatt to rescind 
his order in relation to not running Southern trains into Broad 
Street Station. While he admires the business acumen of the 
officials of the Pennsylvania Railroad Company, he is of the 
belief that it would be better for the business men of this city 
if all trains of the Pennsylvania Railroad Company were run 
into the center of the town. However, Mr. Cassatt thinks 
otherwise, and it is almost a foregone conclusion that the men 
can raise all the objections they wish, there will be no change 
in the order relative to the running of trains. 
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Bodemann Reappointed to the Illinois Board—A Tilt Between the 
Drug Clerks’ Union and the C.R.D.A.—Objection to the 
Hepburn Pure Food Bill May Take Shape. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) ° 

Chicago, January 18.—Governor Yates has appointed Wil- 
helm Bodemann as his own successor on the Board of Phar- 
macy. As the reappointment comes after a long series of 
attacks because of his policy in conducting prosecutions, Mr. 
Bodemann considers it a vindicatien. 

Luman T. Hoy, secretary of the Board of Pharmacy, has 
been appointed Appraiser of Customs at Chicago. It is, of 
course, not likely that he will remain secretary of the board. 
F. C. Dodds will act as secretary until another appointment is 
made. The board has passed resoiutions expressing its regret 
at losing the services of Mr. Hoy. The board organized as 
follows: 

President, B. Schwartz. 

Vice-president, W. Dyche. 

Treasurer, M. C. Metzger. 

The following committees have been appointed: On com- 
plaints and Prosecutions. W. Bodemann, chairman; W. A. 
Dyche and J. F. Shreve; on Finance, W. A. Dyche, chairman; 
W. Bodemann and J. F. Shreve; on Registration, M. C. Metzger, 
chairman; W. A. Dyche and J. F. Shreve; on Examinations, 
J. F. Shreve, chairman; W. Bodemann and M. C. Metzger. 


THE CHICAGO RETAIL DRUGGISTS’ ASSOCIATION 


Held its first quarterly meeting of the year on January 12 
in the Northwestern School of Pharmacy Building. President 
Avery, who was in the chair, read the following draft of a 
carbolic acid ordinance, which was recommended to the City 
Council for passage: 


Section 1. Every druggist or other person who shall sell or give 
away any carbolic acid or _ solution thereof containing more = 
5 per cent. of carbolic acid, without the written prescription of a phy- 
siclan, except as hereinafter provided, shall be fined not exceeding 
twenty-five dollars ($25.00) for each neglect. 

Sec. 2. It shall be lawful to sell without the prescription of a physi- 
| . ge containing equal proportions of carbolic acid, glycerin 
and alcohol. 


President Avery reported that a victory had been won 4n 
regard to the demands for inspection of soda water tanks by 
the City Boiler Inspector. An agreement has been reached, by 
which tanks of 75 gallons and under are to be exempted from 
inspection. 

A resolution was introduced by George A. Graves, charging 
that A. C. Brendecke is unfit for membership. It will be acted 
on at the next meeting, according to the by-laws. 


AT ODDS WITH DRUG CLERKS’ UNION. 
The following resolutions were passed: 


Whereas, The newspapers of Chicago have recentl rmitted th 
publication in their pa in of many misstatements, Tuictated ~ - 
scrupulous a. which reflect great discredit upon the retail drug- 
gists of Chicago and the State at large; therefore, be it 

Resolwed, That we, the members of the Chicago Retail Druggists’ 
Association, brand these statements as deliberate falsehoods, inspired 
by the workings of a depraved mind; that they are not based upon 
facts, neither are they sustained by reason. That we deplore the fact 
that the press of Chicago permits wholesale charges such as these to 
be published without any proof whatever that they are true. That we 
hereby enter our protest against such wanton vilification of an honor- 
able ge | pursued by a class of men who rank among the best of our 
citizens. 8 public servants we aim to serve the public well, conscious 
that no form of public service calls for more self-sacrifice or greater 
devotion to duty than does that in which we are engaged. 

Resolved, That we request the press of Chicago to publish these 
resolutions and that we urge upon them that they exercise discrimina- 
tion ~ Ba publication of attacks upon the men and women engaged in 
our ca g. 


The matter referred to consists of charges made by I. B. 
Kronberger, of the Drug Clerks’ Union. President Avery said, 
later : 


When Kronberger says that the viclations of the pharmacy laws 
are so common that they are passed by unnoticed, he tells what is 
wholly untrue, and every well posted man ought to know that he is 
misrepresenting the conditions. ‘“‘ Women and children are putting up 
prescriptions ” is another wild statement made by Kronberger. a 
matter of.public history, if not of common knowledge, the pharmacy 
law of Illinois was enacted at the instance of the druggists of the 
State, and the Chicago druggists had a hand in x its provisions. 
The enforcement of this law and others enacted for the protection of 
the public—notably the anti-cocaine law—is in the hands of the State 
Board of Pharmacy, the members of which are nominated by the drug- 
gists’ State associftion and appointed by the Governor. The law-en- 
forcement record of the Illinois boards of pharmacy, from the date of 





PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 


the enactment of the law down to the present time, is generally re- 
garded by the druggists of the country as first-class. 

When Kronberger and the few clerks he controls try to make it 
appear that legislation has been thrust upon the druggists by others 
more solicitous for the public’s safety than the dru wists themselves, 
end that the druggists as a class are resisting or disobeying these laws, 
he relies upon a degree of public ignorance that is insulting to our 
people to make good his prepostervus claims. 

The would-be leader of the clerks says the Graggiets have made the 
conditions so hard for clerks that attendance at the pharmacy schools 
has fallen off 30 per cent. The registrars of the pharmacy schools re- 
port an increase in the attendance of 20 per cent., and they know what 
they are taiking about. “If the pharmacy laws were enforced over 
half of the drug stores in Chicago would be closed,’”’ says Kronberger. 
lf he will cite an instance where the laws are being violated, I, as pres- 
ident of the Chicago Retail Druggists’ Association, pledge myself to 
see that a prosecution is instituted against the violator within twenty- 
four hours after proofs are submitted. 


OBJECTIONABLE FEATURES INTRODUCED INTO THE HEPBURN BILL. 

The fact that the Hepburn pure food bill, whicn prevents 
adulteration, misbranding and imitation of foods, -beverages, 
candies, drugs and condiments, has been favorably reported by 
the House Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, has 
attracted much attention among those who watch legislative 
matters here. It is said that protests against some of the ob- 
jectionable amendments will soon be made by committees rep- 
resenting the American Pharmaceutical Association, the N. A. 
R. D, and the N. A. W. D. Some of these amendments, it is 
feared, will make trouble, if passed. 


WESTERN NEWS NOTES. 

John Byrud, who has a store at 203 Evergreen avenue, lost 
$400 as the result of a visitation by burglars January 11. His 
safe was forced open. Others who have been robbed recently 
are: C. A. Devendorf & Co., 249 Ogden avenue; L. W. Ross, 
1187 West Harrison street; Emil E. Pick, 477 Ogden avenue, 
and De Witt Spaulding, 1070 West Harrison street. 

While they were fighting a fire in the store of William 
Scott, at Kokomo, Ind., Mr. Scott and Fire Chief Shauman 
were badly burned as the result of an explosion of alcohel. 
The damage amounted to $3000. 

The mystery surrounding the murder of Jacob Keeley, a 
druggist of Rockbridge, Ill., September 11, 1885, has been 
cleared by a death bed confession. His sister-in-law, Mrs. 
Nancy Brown, of Waco, Texas, admitted, while dying, that it 
was she who killed Keeley, because of trouble between him and 
his wife. 

NOTES. 

Murray & Flournoy, 800 West Sixty-ninth street, have sold 
their store to Manus Reid. 

A. L. Parker has bought the store of J. A. Powell, 690 West 
Madison street. Since Mr. Powell’s death the business has been 
continued by his wife. 





‘ Mr. Sipp and His Little Cart. 


J. D. Sipp, traveling representative of Duroy & Haines, 
Sandusky, Ohio, made a long jump from Birmingham, Ala., to 
Middletown, N. Y., in order to spend 
the Christmas holidays with his family. 
Generally when Mr. Sipp expects to ar- 
rive he sends a postal card of warning 
bearing a photograph in the style shown 
herewith. Mr. Sipp reported when in 
New York that he had a remarkable 
successful Fall business with a promise 
of a larger volume of business for the 
Spring than ever before since his con- 
nection with this line. He carries the 
full line of soda counter supplies, fruit 
juices, etc., made by Duroy & Haines, as 
well as their wines, which have be- 
come widely and favorably known 
throughout the drug trade. 





The Sun Mfg. Company, makers of cash registers, combina- 
tion show cases, etc., have removed their plant from Greenfield, 
Ohio, to Columbus, Ohio, where they have erected a factory 
giving very largely increased facilities for the manufacture of 
their goods. 
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Ghe Drug and Chemical Market 


The prices quoted in this report are those current in the wholesale market, and higher prices are paid for retail lots. 
The quality of goods frequently necessitates a wide range of prices. 





Condition of Trade. 


New York, January 23, 1904. 

The first few weeks of the New Year give promising 
evidence of a return to healthy business activity. The de- 
mand for nearly all descriptions of drugs and chemicals has 
improved, both importers and jobbers being well supplied with 
orders. Although the demand is mostly confined to jobbing 
orders, the movement of goods indicates that interior merchants 
are placing orders with more liberality, the volume of business 
being slightly in excess of that usually met with so early in 
the month, and the indications are favorable for an active 
market for some time to come. The market taken as a whole 
is viewed as very favorable, and several articles have developed 
increased firmness, with sharp advances in others. The most 
important price change since our last is in camphor, which 
remains the feature of the market, having advanced from 
58l4c, the quotation current at the time our previous report 
was put to press, to 70c, the ruling quotation to-day, and the 
indications are that values will go still higher. Opium has 
held fairly steady in the interval, but quinine and cocaine have 
been reduced by the manufacturers, keen competition influenc- 
ing a decline in both. Cascara sagrada maintains its firmness 
and the tendency is still upward. Ipecac is neglected and 
values show a downward tendency. The price of blue vitriol 
has been advanced by the manufacturers and the chemical 
market shows considerable firmness in other lines, as silver 
nitrate, which has marked an advance since our last. In es- 
sential oils, natural sassafras is attracting attention, only small 
lots being obtainable at an advance over previous prices. 
Camphor oil is very firm at a fractional advance, and there 
is a better feeling in anise and cassia, which share the firmness 
of all Chinese products. 


HIGHER. : LOWER. 
Camphor, Quinine, 
Sassafras oil, natural, Formaldehyde, 
Cascara sagrada, Cocaine, 
Lycopedium, Ipecac, 
Cuttlefish bone, jewelers’ small, Atropine, 
Nitrate of silver, Cassia buds, 


Bayberry wax, Menthol, 
Chrome alum, Canary seed, Smyrna. 
Blue vitrol, 
Coriander seed, 
Saffron, American, 
Santonin, 
Senega root, 
Isinglass, American, 
Linseed oil. 
Drugs. 


Angostura bark has met with increased attention of late 
and for the small available supply holders name 50c. 


Atropine has been reduced 30c an ounce by the manufac- 
turers, in sympathy with a corresponding decline in foreign 
markets, and the revised quotations are on the basis of $4.90 
for alkaloid and $4.05 for sulphate in eighths. 


Balsams.—Copaiba, Central American, appears well sus- 
tained though in light demand, current sales being at 33c to 
35c. Fir, Canada, continues scarce and firm at the range of 
$3.40 to $3.60, with only small sales reported. Peru is dull 
and lifeless, and supplies are readily obtainable from jobbers 
at $1.10 to $1.15. Tolu continues held at 25c to 26c and is in 
seasonable demand. 

Bayberry bark continues in light supply and wanted, with 
values ruling firm at the recent advance to 17c to 18c. 


Buchu leaves, short, are held with a fair show of firmness 
in the face of firmer advices from the Cape, and while yellow- 


ish leaves are obtainable down to 18c, fine green stock has sold 
during the interval at 22c. 

Burgundy pitch has hardened in the interval owing to 
scarcity, and recent sales have been at 2%c to 3c. 

Cacao butter is only in light demand, but sales in a jobbing 
way continue to be made at 28c to 28%c. 

Cascara sagrada maintains its firm position, and quotations 
show a further advance to 1714c to 20c, as to age and quality. 

Cherry bark has gained additional strength since our last, 
goods of prime quality being scarce and held at 9c, though 
inferior grades are still obtainable down to 5e. 

Cocaine muriate, influenced by keen competition, is lower 
from the hands of manufacturers who announced a reduction 
of 2c an ounce on the 11th inst., making the open quotation 
$3,25 to $3.45 for bulk. 

Cod liver oil has developed increased firmness in the face of 
reports from Norway indicating a small catch. While a few 
barrels of Jervell’s and Thiessen’s are offering at $100.00, less 
than $110.00 is not accepted for Devold’s, and Isdahl’s is 
quoted at $145.00. 

Colocynth apples, Trieste, are momentarily neglected, and 
some pressure on the part of holders to realize has eased off 
values to the extent that offerings are made at 31c to 35c; 
Spanish quoted at 26c to 27c. 

Cottonroot bark is meeting with increased attention, and 
holders are firmer in their views, at 18c to 20c. 

Cuttlefish bone, jewelers’ small, is tending upward, owing to 
scarcity here and abroad. Goods to arrive are now quoted at 
57¢c, though a small lot still offers at 56c; large bone held at 54c. 

Damiana leaves are well sustained at previous prices, or, 
say 814c to 10c, as to quantity. 

Ergot is passing out quite actively in jobbing quantities at 
the range of 35c to 38c, for either German or Spanish. 

Formaldehyde is unsettled and lower, owing to keen compe- 
tition among manufacturers, and quotations have been re- 
duced to 1014c to 1l1c, as to quantity. 

Grains of paradise offer with increased freedom at the range 
of 11%c to 12c, a fractional decline. 

Haarlem oil is offered quite freely within the range of 1.80c 
to 1.90¢c, but there is no demand of consequence. 

Isinglass, American, is searce, and the small available sup- 
ply is firmly held at 80c to 85c, as to quantity. 

Lycopodium is higher in sympathy with stronger foreign 
markets, and spot quotations show an advance to 60c for un- 
labeled and 61c for Pollitz. 

Manna, small flake, is offered with increased freedom and 
recent sales were at 31c to 32c. 

Menthol is weak and unsettled, with quotations fractionally 
lower, $5.15 being named for cases, and some anticipate a fur- 
ther reduction in price. 

Opium has strengthened a bit in the interval under the in- 
fluence of stronger advices from Smyrna, but the market is 
without much activity and only small jobbing sales are re- 
ported at the range of $2.9714 to $3.02%4, cases being quoted at 
$2.95 and powdered at $3.55 to $3.65, as to test and quality. 

Quinine was reduced 1c an ounce by manufacturers on the 
18th inst., without, however, stimulating the demand, which is 
not of a spirited character. Prices are now established upon 
the basis of 24¢ an ounce in lots of 100 ounces and over, and the 
prices of alkaloid and minor salts are correspondingly lower, 
alkaloid being quoted 38c, acetate 43c, bimuriate 37c and citrate 
34e. 

Saffron, American, is in improved position and most holders 
now ask 48c, though a limited quantity might be obtainable 
at a shade under this. Valencia is unsettled, and while some 
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holders report sales at $8.00, others are accepting orders at 
$7.75 to $8.00. 

Santonine has been advanced by the manufacturers to meet 
the increased cost of production, and quotations for crystals 
and powdered are $7.15 and $7.35 respectively. 

Vanilla beans are in fair demand, and we hear of sales of 
whole Mexican at $5.50 to $10.00 and of cuts at $3.25 to $4.50. 

Wax, bayberry, is scarce and wanted, and holders decline to 
shade 16c, with up to 20c asked in some instances. 

Chemicals. 

Alum has been in improved demand since our last, and the 
market is steady in tone at $1.75 to $1.90 for lump, $1.85 to 
$2.00 for ground and $3.00 to $4.00 for powdered. 

Ammonium carbonate prices have been established by an 
agreement among home and foreign producers upon the basis 
of 8c for 25 casks, 8\44c for 10 casks, 8%c for 5 casks, and 814c 
for less. 

Arsenic, white, is held at full previous prices for spot de- 
livery, but is a shade easier for forward. Sales at 3c to 
314. 

Blue vitriol is in improved position, and makers have ad- 
vanced prices, and now quote on the basis of 5\%c for car lots, 
thougk second hands continue to name 5i¢c to 5\4c. 

Borie acid continues in demand, and values are well sus- 
tained at the range of 10%c to 11%4c for crystals, and 1114c to 
11%4c for powdered. 

Chlorate of potash continues scarce for forward delivery, 
and jobbing quotations for powdered are maintained at 734¢c 
to 8%4c; crystals held at 7c to 74c. 

Cream of tartar offers at 24%4c to 24%c for crystals, and 
24%4c to 25c for powdered, and a steady moderate demand is ex- 
perienced. 

Epsom salt is seasonably dull, and manufacturers’ quota- 
tions show a decline to $1.00 inside. 

Glauber’s salt offers quite freely from manufacturers at 
55¢c, while jobbing parcels are held at 60c, the lower range of 
values being influenced by competition. 

Nitrate of silver has been advanced in price to correspond 
with the higher price of bullion, and s744c to 41c represents the 
quoted range, as to quantity. 

Nitrate of soda is easier, in consequence of recent arrivals, 
and current quotations are $2.15 to $2.25. 

Quicksilver is meeting with moderate attention at the price 
of 6144c to 62c. 

Tartaric acid is not meeting with any active inquiry at the 
new range of 314c to 32c for crystals and powdered, respect- 
ively, but rumored sales at prices under these quotations have 
seemingly no foundation. 

Essential Oils. 

Anise may yet be obtained from some in the trade at 
$1.10, though holders as a rule ask $1.12% to $1.15, as to quality 
and quantity. 

Camphor maintains its upward tendency, and it is doubtful 
whether any quantity could be obtained at less than 9c, though 
8l4c to lic is still quoted. 

Cassia, contrary to expectations, is easier, and the tendency 
of the market favors buyers, with quotations reduced to 70c to 
72\ec for 75 to 80 per cent. 

Clove does not change from $1.1714 to $1.20 in cans, and $1.20 
to $1.25 in bottles, at which range consumers’ wants are being 
supplied. 

Messina essences are cabled firmer. Prices in this market 
have as yet undergone no change, though holders are firmer 
in their views in anticipation of an early advance. 

Peppermint is firmer, and quotations for pure in bulk have 
been advanced to $2.75 to $3, while H.G.H. is not offered below 
$3.30 from second hands. 

Sassafras is working its way into firmer position, owing to 
scarcity, and 70c is now an inside quotation for strictly prime 
oil. 
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Gums, 

Camphor still occupies the center of the stage in this de- 
partment. Scarcely a day has passed since our last issue with- 
out the announcement of an advance in price, until now the 
limit of 70c for barrels, and 70%4c for cases has been reached . 
with every indication that values will go higher. 


Roots. 

We have few developments of special importance to note in 
this department. Values are steady for most descriptions, and 
little pressure to realize is evident, except in the case of ipecac, 
which is dull and offers at a shade under previous quotations. 
Senega is held with more firmness, and 75c appears to be an 
inside quotation. 

Seeds. 

The general line of druggists’ seeds shows little change 
either as regards price or demand. Quotations on poppy have 
been advanced to 5%4c to.5%c, and coriander is higher at 344c 
to 4c for natural and 4c to 44%4c for bleached. Canary is easier 
at 44c to 4%c for Smyrna, but Sicily is unchanged at 4%4c to 
5c. 


Infant Feeding. 


In his admirable address on the value of Patented Foods, 
delivered before the American Chemical Society in New York 
City during January, Dr. W. D. Halliburton, Professor of 
Physiology at Kings’ College, London, spoke of milk as being 
the ideal food. In the artificial feeding of infants there is 
no question but that cow’s milk must prove the main reliance. 
Owing to the wide variation in the character of the milk from 
different cows the best results are obtained by mixing the milk 
of a very large number of high grade cows and thus obtaining a 
uniform or fairly uniform percentage of fats, proteids and sugar. 
This is done by the manufacture of the Highland Brand Evapo- 
rated Cream, who make a product possessing all the advantages 
of good pure fresh milk with none of the disadvantages fre- 
quently present in the fresh milk. It is of uniform percentage 
composition, sterilized while fresh and preserved by a special 
process which does not interfere with the digestibility without 
the use of any preservative whatever. Highland Brand 
Evaporated Cream may be modified in the same manner as 
fresh milk and can be safely recommended asa superior infant 
food. It is manufactured by the Helvetia Milk Condensing 
Company, Highland, I1]., who will be pleased to send attrac- 
tive literature to our readers for free distribution. 


Now js the Time to Study the Soda Situation. 


The L. A. Becker Company, of Chicago, are in a position 
to offer practical suggestions to the retail drug trade as to 
means to catch the crowd and build up a big soda water busi- 
ness. See their advertisement on Page 4 of this issue, where 
you will find a memorandum which you are to cut out, sign and 
mail at once to the advertisers. They say: “There is inex- 
haustible advertising material in the name and a wealth of 
delicious suggestion in syrups in sterilized silver-capped bot- 
tles on ice, in plain sight, yet secure from contamination. We 
have novelty to start with and merit to keep up the mementum, 
for it means something in these days of popular education when 
everything that suggests the possibility of microbes is con- 
demned—when our guaranty of absolutely pure soda water 
is backed up by the indisputable evidence of honest eyesight, 
hence the ‘Old Tombstone’ must go.” They urge our readers 
to investigate the Twentieth Century Fountain, the new draught 
arm, fruit bowls and other distinctive features—sign and mail 
the resolution and give the Twentieth Century Sanitary argu- 
ments fair and impartial reading when you receive them. 


“T hate to see a man’s arms drop down as if he was shot, 
before the clock’s fairly struck, just as if he’d never a bit o’ 
pride and delight in ’s work. The very grindstone’ll go on turn- 
ing a bit after you loose it.” 











